
Opening Sentences 

 Officiant O send out thy light and thy truth, that they may lead me, 
   and bring me unto thy holy hill, and to thy dwelling.     Psalm 43:3

Confession of Sin 
¶ The Officiant says

Dearly beloved, we have come together in the presence of Almighty God our 
heavenly Father, to render thanks for the great benefits that we have received at 
his hands, to set forth his most worthy praise, to hear his holy Word, and to ask, 

for ourselves and on behalf of others, those things that are necessary for our life and our 
salvation. And so that we may prepare ourselves in heart and mind to worship him, let us 
kneel in silence, and with penitent and obedient hearts confess our sins, that we may obtain 
forgiveness by his infinite goodness and mercy.

¶ Officiant and People, all kneeling

Almighty and most merciful Father, 
we have erred and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep, 
we have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts, 
we have offended against thy holy laws, 
we have left undone those things which we ought to have done, 
and we have done those things which we ought not to have done;
And there is no health in us. 
But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, 
spare thou those who confess their faults, 
restore thou those who are penitent, 
according to thy promises declared unto mankind in Christ Jesus our Lord; 
and grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake, 
that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life, 
to the glory of thy holy Name. Amen.
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¶ The Officiant alone stands and says

The Almighty and merciful Lord grant you absolution  and remission of all your sins, 
true repentance, amendment of life, and the grace and consolation of his Holy Spirit.  
¶ People Amen.

 ¶ All stand

The Invitatory and Psalter

 Officiant O Lord, open thou our lips.
 People And our mouth shall show forth thy praise.

 All Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
   as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

 ¶ All say the Invitatory Canticle together, as follows

Invitatory Canticle Jubilate Deo Psalm 100  

O be joyful in the Lord all ye lands; *
 serve the Lord with gladness
  and come before his presence with a song.
Be ye sure that the Lord he is God;
 it is he that hath made us and not we ourselves; *
  we are his people and the sheep of his pasture.
O go your way into his gates with thanksgiving 
 and into his courts with praise; *
  be thankful unto him and speak good of his Name.
For the Lord is gracious; 
 his mercy is everlasting; *
  and his truth endureth from generation to generation.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

 ¶ All are then seated for the Psalm appointed for the day

Psalm 65:9–14         Visitasti terram  

Thou visitest the earth, and blessest it; * 
 thou makest it very plenteous.
 
The river of God is full of water: * 
 thou preparest their corn, for so thou providest for the earth.
 

—  2  —



Thou waterest her furrows; thou sendest rain into the little valleys thereof; * 
 thou makest it soft with the drops of rain, and blessest the increase of it.
 
Thou crownest the year with thy goodness; * 
 and thy clouds drop fatness.
 
They shall drop upon the dwellings of the wilderness; * 
 and the little hills shall rejoice on every side.
 
The folds shall be full of sheep; * 
 the valleys also shall stand so thick with corn, that they shall laugh and sing. 

 ¶ At the conclusion of the Psalmody the Gloria Patri is said by all

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Lessons

The First Lesson Isaiah 55:10-13

For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and return not thither but water 
the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
so shall my word be that goes forth from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it 

shall accomplish that which I purpose, and prosper in the thing for which I sent it. For you shall go 
out in joy, and be led forth in peace; the mountains and the hills before you shall break forth into 
singing, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. Instead of the thorn shall come up the 
cypress; instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; and it shall be to the Lord for a memorial, for 
an everlasting sign which shall not be cut off.

 ¶ Following the Lesson, all stand for the Canticle

Canticle Quaerite Dominum Isaiah 55:6-11 

Seek ye the Lord while he may be found, * 
 call ye upon him while he is near:
Let the wicked forsake his way, *
 and the unrighteous man his thoughts: 
And let him return unto the Lord,
 and he will have mercy upon him; *
  and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.
For my thoughts are not your thoughts,*
 neither are your ways my ways, saith the Lord.
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For as the heavens are higher than the earth,* 
 so are my ways higher than your ways, 
  and my thoughts than your thoughts.
For as the rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven, *
 and retumeth not thither, but watereth the earth,
And maketh it bring forth and bud, * 
 that it may give seed to the sower, and bread to the eater:
So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: * 
 it shall not return unto me void,
But it shall accomplish that which I please, *
 and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

 ¶ All are seated

The Second Lesson Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23

That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. And great crowds 
gathered about him, so that he got into a boat and sat there; and the whole crowd stood on 
the beach. And he told them many things in parables, saying: “A sower went out to sow. And 

as he sowed, some seeds fell along the path, and the birds came and devoured them. Other seeds fell 
on rocky ground, where they had not much soil, and immediately they sprang up, since they had no 
depth of soil, but when the sun rose they were scorched; and since they had no root they withered 
away. Other seeds fell upon thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. Other seeds fell on 
good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. He who has ears, 
let him hear. Hear then the parable of the sower. When any one hears the word of the kingdom and 
does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in his heart; this is what 
was sown along the path. As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is he who hears the word and 
immediately receives it with joy; yet he has no root in himself, but endures for a while, and when 
tribulation or persecution arises on account of the word, immediately he falls away. As for what 
was sown among thorns, this is he who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the delight in 
riches choke the word, and it proves unfruitful. As for what was sown on good soil, this is he who 
hears the word and understands it; he indeed bears fruit, and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in 
another sixty, and in another thirty.”

 ¶ Following the Lesson, all stand for the Canticle
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Canticle Dignus es Revelation 4:11; 5:9-10, 13 

Thou art worthy, O Lord, *
 to receive glory and honor and power:
For thou hast created all things, *
 and for thy pleasure they are and were created.
Thou art worthy, O Lamb that wast slain, * 
 and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood
Out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation; * 
 and hast made us unto our God kings and priests.
Blessing, and honor, and glory, and power *
 be unto him that sitteth upon the throne 
And unto the Lamb *
 for ever and ever.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

 ¶ All remain standing for the Apostles’ Creed

The Apostles’ Creed
 
 ¶ Said by the Officiant and People together, all standing

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
 maker of heaven and earth;
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;
 who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
 born of the Virgin Mary,
 suffered under Pontius Pilate,
 was crucified, dead, and buried.
 He descended into hell.
 The third day he rose again from the dead.
 He ascended into heaven,
 and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty.
 From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost,
 the holy catholic Church,
 the communion of saints,
 the forgiveness of sins,
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen.
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The Prayers
 
 ¶ The Officiant and People say the following

 Officiant The Lord be with you.
 People And with thy spirit.
 Officiant Let us pray.

 ¶ Then the short form of the Lord’s Prayer is said by all, kneeling

Our Father, who art in heaven,
 hallowed be thy Name,
 thy kingdom come,
 thy will be done,
 on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
 as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
 but deliver us from evil.
  Amen.

 ¶ Then follow these Suffrages, said by the Officiant and People

 Officiant O Lord, show thy mercy upon us.
 People And grant us thy salvation.

 Officiant Endue thy ministers with righteousness.
 People And make thy chosen people joyful.

 Officiant Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;
 People For only in thee can we live in safety.

 Officiant Lord, keep this nation under thy care;
 People And guide us in the way of justice and truth.

 Officiant Let thy way be known upon earth;
 People Thy saving health among all nations.

 Officiant Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;
 People Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.

 Officiant Create in us clean hearts, O God;
 People And sustain us with thy Holy Spirit.
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The Collects

O Lord, we beseech thee mercifully to receive the prayers of thy people who call 
upon thee, and grant that they may both perceive and know what things they 
ought to do, and also may have grace and power faithfully to fulfill the same; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever. ¶ People Amen. 

O heavenly Father, in whom we live and move and have our being: We humbly 
pray thee so to guide and govern us by thy Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and 
occupations of our life we may not forget thee, but may remember that we are 

ever walking in thy sight; through Jesus Christ our Lord. ¶ People Amen. 

Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of thy faithful 
people is governed and sanctified: Receive our supplications and prayers which we 
offer before thee for all members of thy holy Church, that in their vocation and 

ministry they may truly and godly serve thee; through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
¶ People Amen. 

The General Thanksgiving
 
 ¶ Said by the Officiant and People together

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we thine unworthy servants do give 
thee most humble and hearty thanks 

 for all thy goodness and loving-kindness 
 to us and to all men.
We bless thee for our creation, preservation,
 and all the blessings of this life;
 but above all for thine inestimable love
 in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ, 
 for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we beseech thee,
 give us that due sense of all thy mercies,
 that our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful;
 and that we show forth thy praise,
 not only with our lips, but in our lives,
 by giving up our selves to thy service,
 and by walking before thee
 in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord,
 to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost,
 be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen.
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A Prayer of St. Chrysostom
 
 ¶ Said by the Officiant

Almighty God, who hast given us grace at this time with one accord to make 
our common supplication unto thee, and hast promised through thy well-beloved 
Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name thou wilt be in the 

midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, the desires and petitions of thy servants as may be 
best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of thy truth, and in the world to come life 
everlasting.  ¶ People Amen. 

 ¶ All stand

Benedicamus Domino 
 
 Officiant Let us bless the Lord. 
 People Thanks be to God. 

The Grace

¶ Officiant

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, 
 and the fellowship of the Holy Ghost, be with us all evermore. ¶ People Amen. 

Hymn
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 Words: Robert Robinson (1735-1790) alt.
 Music: Nettleton, A Repository of Sacred Music, Part II, 1813

Sermon  The Rev. Dr. Stewart Douglas Clem

Anthem
 

O sing joyfully unto God our strength:  
 make a cheerful noise unto the God of Jacob.
Take the song, bring hither the tabret:
 the merry harp with the lute.
Blow up the trumpet in the new moon:
 even in the time appointed,
  and upon our solemn feast day.
For this was made a statute for Israel:
 and a law of the God of Jacob.

Words: Psalm 81:1–4
Music: Adrian Batten (1591–1637)
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Closing Prayers 

 Officiant The Lord be with you.
 People And with thy spirit.
 Officiant Let us pray.

 ¶ All kneel

 ¶ Then Prayers and Intercessions are offered

Almighty Father, whose blessed Son before his passion prayed for his disciples that 
they might be one, even as thou and he are one: Grant that thy Church, being bound 
together in love and obedience to thee, may be united in one body by the one Spirit, 

that the world may believe in him whom thou didst send, the same thy Son Jesus Christ our 
Lord. ¶ People Amen. 

O Lord our Governor, whose glory is in all the world: We commend this nation to 
thy merciful care, that, being guided by thy Providence, we may dwell secure in thy 
peace. Grant to the President of the United States, the Governor of this State, and 

to all in authority, wisdom and strength to know and to do thy will. Fill them with the love 
of truth and righteousness, and make them ever mindful of their calling to serve this people 
in thy fear; through Jesus Christ our Lord. ¶ People Amen.

O gracious Father, who openest thine hand and fillest all things living with 
plenteousness: Bless the lands and waters, and multiply the harvests of the world; 
let thy Spirit go forth, that it may renew the face of the earth; show thy loving-

kindness, that our land may give her increase; and save us from selfish use of what thou 
givest, that men and women everywhere may give thee thanks; through Christ our Lord. 
¶ People Amen. 

O most mighty and merciful God, in this time of grievous sickness, we flee to thee 
for succour. Deliver us, we pray, from our peril; give strength and skill to all those 
who minister to the sick; prosper the means made use of for their cure; and grant 

that, perceiving how frail and uncertain our life is, we may apply our hearts to that heavenly 
wisdom which leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. ¶ People Amen. 
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Heavenly Father, who in thy Word hast given us a vision of that holy City to 
which the nations of the world bring their glory: Behold and visit, we pray thee, the 
cities of the earth. Send us honest and able leaders. Enable us to eliminate poverty, 

prejudice, and oppression, that peace may prevail with righteousness, and justice with order, 
and that people from different cultures and with differing talents may find with one another 
the fulfillment of their humanity; through Jesus Christ our Lord. ¶ People Amen. 

Almighty God, who hast promised to hear the petitions of those who ask in thy 
Son’s Name: We beseech thee mercifully to incline thine ear to us who have now 
made our prayers and supplications unto thee; and grant that those things which we 

have faithfully asked according to thy will, may effectually be obtained, to the relief of our 
necessity, and to the setting forth of thy glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord. ¶ People Amen.

The Blessing

Go forth into the world in peace; be of good courage; hold fast to that which 
is good; render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the 
weak; help the afflicted; honour everyone; and the blessing of God Almighty,  

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be amongst you, and remain with you always. 
¶ People Amen.
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Liturgical Music

The music heard prior to this morning’s liturgy of Morning Prayer is a prelude 
on two tunes: Beach Spring and Nettleton. Both are early American folk hymns 
closely associated with the text Come thou fount of every blessing which we 
sing as this morning’s hymn. This setting was composed by Robert Lehman and 
is played by the ARIA Chamber Orchestra.

After a dissolute youth, Robert Robinson, author of the hymn text Come thou 
fount of every blessing, was converted and became a Methodist minister. Like 
the more famous text, Amazing grace, the author confesses – as did Jacob when 
he raised a stone altar which signified God’s guidance – how great a debtor 
he is to the grace of God, as we all are. This hymn setting is accompanied by 
instruments that would have been used in the 19th century.

English composer Adrian Batten was a native of Salisbury who went on to 
Winchester Cathedral as both a chorister and organ scholar. He later went on 
to serve both Westminster Abbey and St. Paul’s Cathedral in London. Working 
as a music copyist, Batten is credited with copying, and thus preserving, works 
of Weelkes, Tomkins, and Tallis. His full anthem, O sing joyfully is a vibrant 
setting of the psalmist’s text.

The liturgy closes with Johann Sebastian Bach’s (1685-1750) first Three-Part 
Sinfonia played by recorder, oboe d’amore, and violincello.



—  13  —



THE CHURCH OF ST. MICHAEL & ST. GEORGE
6345 Wydown Boulevard

P.O. Box 11887
St. Louis, MO 63105
www.csmsg.org

 The Rev. Andrew John Archie    rector
 The Rev. Peter James Speropulos    assistant rector
 The Rev. Thomas Roy Albinson    assistant rector
 The Rev. Anne Hunter Kelsey    priest associate
 The Rev. Dr. Stewart Douglas Clem    priest associate
 Dr. Robert Wylie Lehman    organist and choirmaster
 Dr. Nicholas Frazier Bideler    associate organist and choirmaster
 Kathleen Guilfoy Beyers    assistant choirmaster


