
Opening Sentences 

Officiant Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart, be alway 
acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, my strength and my redeemer.     Psalm 19:14

Confession of Sin 
¶ The Officiant says

Dearly beloved, we have come together in the presence of Almighty God our 
heavenly Father, to render thanks for the great benefits that we have received at 
his hands, to set forth his most worthy praise, to hear his holy Word, and to ask, 

for ourselves and on behalf of others, those things that are necessary for our life and our 
salvation. And so that we may prepare ourselves in heart and mind to worship him, let us 
kneel in silence, and with penitent and obedient hearts confess our sins, that we may obtain 
forgiveness by his infinite goodness and mercy.

¶ Officiant and People, all kneeling

Almighty and most merciful Father, 
we have erred and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep, 
we have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts, 
we have offended against thy holy laws, 
we have left undone those things which we ought to have done, 
and we have done those things which we ought not to have done;
And there is no health in us. 
But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, 
spare thou those who confess their faults, 
restore thou those who are penitent, 
according to thy promises declared unto mankind in Christ Jesus our Lord; 
and grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake, 
that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life, 
to the glory of thy holy Name. Amen.
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¶ The Officiant alone stands and says

The Almighty and merciful Lord grant you absolution  and remission of all your sins, 
true repentance, amendment of life, and the grace and consolation of his Holy Spirit.  
¶ People Amen.

 ¶ All stand

The Invitatory and Psalter

 Officiant O Lord, open thou our lips.
 People And our mouth shall show forth thy praise.

 All Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
   as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

 ¶ All say the Invitatory Canticle together, as follows

Invitatory Canticle               Venite, exultemus Psalm 95:1-7, 96:9, 13 

O come, let us sing unto the Lord; *
 let us heartily rejoice in the strength of our salvation.
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving, * 
 and show ourselves glad in him with psalms.

For the Lord is a great God, *
 and a great King above all gods.
In his hand are all the corners of the earth, * 
 and the strength of the hills is his also.
The sea is his and he made it, *
 and his hands prepared the dry land.
O come, let us worship and fall down * 
 and kneel before the Lord our Maker.
For he is the Lord our God, *
 and we are the people of his pasture 
  and the sheep of his hand.

O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; * 
 let the whole earth stand in awe of him.
For he cometh, for he cometh to judge the earth, * 
 and with righteousness to judge the world
  and the peoples with his truth.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

 ¶ All are then seated for the Psalm appointed for the day
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Psalm 145:8–15         Misericordias Domini  

The Lord is gracious and merciful; * 
 long-suffering, and of great goodness.
 
The Lord is loving unto every man; * 
 and his mercy is over all his works.
 
All thy works praise thee, O Lord; * 
 and thy saints give thanks unto thee.
 
They show the glory of thy kingdom, * 
 and talk of thy power;
 
That thy power, thy glory, and mightiness of thy kingdom, * 
 might be known unto men.
 
Thy kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, * 
 and thy dominion endureth throughout all ages.

The Lord is faithful in all his words *
 and merciful in all his deeds.
 
The Lord upholdeth all such as fall, * 
 and lifteth up all those that are down.

 ¶ At the conclusion of the Psalmody the Gloria Patri is said by all

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
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The Lessons

The First Lesson Romans 8:1-11

There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For the law 
of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and death. For God has 
done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: sending his own Son in the likeness 

of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, in order that the just requirement of the law 
might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. For those 
who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according 
to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to 
set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it 
does not submit to God’s law, indeed it cannot; and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 
But you are not in the flesh, you are in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in you. Any one 
who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if Christ is in you, although your 
bodies are dead because of sin, your spirits are alive because of righteousness. If the Spirit of him 
who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will give life 
to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit which dwells in you. 

 ¶ Following the Lesson, all stand for the Canticle

Canticle Cantemus Domino Exodus 15:1-6. 11-13, 17-18 

I will sing unto the Lord, for he hath triumphed gloriously; *
 the horse and his rider hath he thrown into the sea.

The Lord is my strength and song, * 
 and he is become my salvation:

He is my God, and I will prepare him an habitation; * 
 my father’s God and I will exalt him.

The Lord is a man of war: * 
 the Lord is his name.

Pharaoh’s chariots and his host hath he cast into the sea: * 
 his chosen captains also are drowned in the Red Sea.

The depths have covered them:*
 they sank into the bottom as a stone.

Thy right hand, O Lord, is become glorious in power: *
 thy right hand, O Lord, hath dashed in pieces the enemy.

Who is like unto thee, O Lord, among the gods?* 
 who is like thee, glorious in holiness, fearful in praises, doing wonders?

Thou stretchedst out thy right hand, * 
 the earth swallowed them.
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Thou in thy mercy hast led forth the people which thou hast redeemed: *
 thou hast guided them in thy strength unto thy holy habitation.

Thou shalt bring them in, and plant them * 
 in the mountain of thine inheritance,

In the place, O Lord, which thou hast made for thee to dwell in; *
 in the sanctuary, O Lord, which thy hands have established.

The Lord shall reign * 
 for ever and ever.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

 ¶ All are seated

The Second Lesson Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30

J esus said to the crowd, “But to what shall I compare this generation? It is like children sitting 
in the market places and calling to their playmates, ‘We piped to you, and you did not dance; 
we wailed, and you did not mourn.’ For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, 

‘He has a demon’; the Son of man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Behold, a glutton and a 
drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is justified by her deeds.” At that time 
Jesus declared, “I thank thee, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that thou hast hidden these things 
from the wise and understanding and revealed them to babes; yea, Father, for such was thy gracious 
will. All things have been delivered to me by my Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father, 
and no one knows the Father except the Son and any one to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 
Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, 
and learn from me; for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my 
yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 

 ¶ Following the Lesson, all stand for the Canticle

Canticle Gloria in excelsis   
 

Glory be to God on high, 
 and on earth peace, good will towards men. 

We praise thee, we bless thee, 
 we worship thee, 
 we glorify thee, 
 we give thanks to thee for thy great glory, 
O Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father Almighty. 

O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; 
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
 that takest away the sins of the world, 
 have mercy upon us. 
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Thou that takest away the sins of the world, 
 receive our prayer. 
Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, 
 have mercy upon us. 

For thou only art holy; 
thou only art the Lord; 
thou only, O Christ, 
 with the Holy Ghost, 
  art most high in the glory  of God the Father. Amen. 

 ¶ All remain standing for the Apostles’ Creed

The Apostles’ Creed
 
 ¶ Said by the Officiant and People together, all standing

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
 maker of heaven and earth;
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;
 who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
 born of the Virgin Mary,
 suffered under Pontius Pilate,
 was crucified, dead, and buried.
 He descended into hell.
 The third day he rose again from the dead.
 He ascended into heaven,
 and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty.
 From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost,
 the holy catholic Church,
 the communion of saints,
 the forgiveness of sins,
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers
 
 ¶ The Officiant and People say the following

 Officiant The Lord be with you.
 People And with thy spirit.
 Officiant Let us pray.
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 ¶ Then the short form of the Lord’s Prayer is said by all, kneeling

Our Father, who art in heaven,
 hallowed be thy Name,
 thy kingdom come,
 thy will be done,
 on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
 as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
 but deliver us from evil.
  Amen.

 ¶ Then follow these Suffrages, said by the Officiant and People

 Officiant O Lord, show thy mercy upon us.
 People And grant us thy salvation.

 Officiant Endue thy ministers with righteousness.
 People And make thy chosen people joyful.

 Officiant Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;
 People For only in thee can we live in safety.

 Officiant Lord, keep this nation under thy care;
 People And guide us in the way of justice and truth.

 Officiant Let thy way be known upon earth;
 People Thy saving health among all nations.

 Officiant Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;
 People Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.

 Officiant Create in us clean hearts, O God;
 People And sustain us with thy Holy Spirit.

The Collects

O God, who hast taught us to keep all thy commandments by loving thee and 
our neighbor: Grant us the grace of thy Holy Spirit, that we may be devoted 
to thee with our whole heart, and united to one another with pure affection; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the same Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. ¶ People Amen. 
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O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, who hast safely 
brought us to the beginning of this day: Defend us in the same with thy mighty 
power; and grant that this day we fall into no sin, neither run into any kind of 

danger; but that we, being ordered by thy governance, may do always what is righteous in 
thy sight; through Jesus Christ our Lord. ¶ People Amen. 

Lord Jesus Christ, who didst stretch out thine arms of love on the hard wood of the 
cross that everyone might come within the reach of thy saving embrace: So clothe us 
in thy Spirit that we, reaching forth our hands in love, may bring those who do not 

know thee to the knowledge and love of thee; for the honor of thy Name. ¶ People Amen. 

The General Thanksgiving
 
 ¶ Said by the Officiant and People together

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we thine unworthy servants do give 
thee most humble and hearty thanks 

 for all thy goodness and loving-kindness 
 to us and to all men.
We bless thee for our creation, preservation,
 and all the blessings of this life;
 but above all for thine inestimable love
 in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ, 
 for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we beseech thee,
 give us that due sense of all thy mercies,
 that our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful;
 and that we show forth thy praise,
 not only with our lips, but in our lives,
 by giving up our selves to thy service,
 and by walking before thee
 in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord,
 to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost,
 be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen.
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A Prayer of St. Chrysostom
 
 ¶ Said by the Officiant

Almighty God, who hast given us grace at this time with one accord to make 
our common supplication unto thee, and hast promised through thy well-beloved 
Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name thou wilt be in the 

midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, the desires and petitions of thy servants as may be 
best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of thy truth, and in the world to come life 
everlasting.  ¶ People Amen. 

 ¶ All stand

Benedicamus Domino 
 
 Officiant Let us bless the Lord. 
 People Thanks be to God. 

The Grace

¶ Officiant

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, 
 and the fellowship of the Holy Ghost, be with us all evermore. ¶ People Amen. 
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Hymn
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 Words: Charles Wesley (1707-1788)
 Music: Hyfrydol, Rowland Hugh Prichard (1811-1887)

Sermon  The Rev. Thomas Roy Albinson

Anthem
 

Come my Way, my Truth, my Life:
 Such a Way as gives us breath:
  Such a Truth as ends all strife:
   Such a Life as killeth death.

Come, my Light, my Feast, my Strength:
 Such a light as shows a feast:
  Such a Feast as mends in length:
   Such a Strength as makes his guest.

Come, my Joy, my Love, my Heart:
 Such a Joy as none can move:
  Such a Love as none can part:
   Such a Heart as joys in love.

Words: George Herbert (1593–1633)
Music: Alexander Brent Smith (1889–1950)
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Closing Prayers 

 Officiant The Lord be with you.
 People And with thy spirit.
 Officiant Let us pray.

 ¶ All kneel

 ¶ Then Prayers and Intercessions are offered

Gracious Father, we pray for thy holy Catholic Church. Fill it with all truth, in 
all truth with all peace. Where it is corrupt, purify it; where it is in error, direct it; 
where in any thing it is amiss, reform it. Where it is right, strengthen it; where it is 

in want, provide for it; where it is divided, reunite it; for the sake of Jesus Christ thy Son 
our Savior. ¶ People Amen. 

Almighty and everliving God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth, we beseech 
thee hear our prayers for this church family. Strengthen the faithful, arouse the 
careless, and restore the penitent. Grant us all things necessary for our common life, 

and bring us all to be of one heart and mind within thy holy Church; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. ¶ People Amen.

O heavenly Father, who hast filled the world with beauty: Open our eyes to behold 
thy gracious hand in all thy works; that, rejoicing in thy whole creation, we may 
learn to serve thee with gladness; for the sake of him through whom all things were 

made, thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord. ¶ People Amen.

Heavenly Father, giver of life and health: Comfort and relieve thy sick servants, 
and give thy power of healing to those who minister to their needs, that those for 
whom our prayers are offered may be strengthened in their weakness and have 

confidence in thy loving care; through Jesus Christ our Lord. ¶ People Amen. 

O Lord our Governor, whose glory is in all the world: We commend this nation to 
thy merciful care, that, being guided by thy Providence, we may dwell secure in thy 
peace. Grant to the President of the United States, the Governor of this State, and 

to all in authority, wisdom and strength to know and to do thy will. Fill them with the love 
of truth and righteousness, and make them ever mindful of their calling to serve this people 
in thy fear; through Jesus Christ our Lord. ¶ People Amen.

O God, the creator and preserver of all mankind, we humbly beseech thee for 
all sorts and conditions of men; that thou wouldest be pleased to make thy ways 
known unto them, thy saving health unto all nations. More especially we pray for 

thy holy Church universal; that it may be so guided and governed by thy good Spirit, that 
all who profess and call themselves Christians may be led into the way of truth, and hold 
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the faith in unity of spirit, in the bond of peace, and in righteousness of life. Finally, we 
commend to thy fatherly goodness all those who are in any ways afflicted or distressed, in 
mind, body, or estate; that it may please thee to comfort and relieve them according to their 
several necessities, giving them patience under their sufferings, and a happy issue out of all 
their afflictions. And this we beg for Jesus Christ’s sake. ¶ People Amen. 

O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the multitude of your 
mercies, look with compassion upon us and all who turn to you for help; for you are 
gracious, O lover of souls, and to you we give glory, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

now and for ever. ¶ People Amen. 

The Blessing

Go forth into the world in peace; be of good courage; hold fast to that which
is good; render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the
weak; help the afflicted; honour everyone; and the blessing of God Almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be amongst you, and remain with you always. 
¶ People Amen.

Liturgical Music

The music heard prior to this morning’s liturgy is the Air from the first French Suite 
of Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750). It is here arranged for wind instruments.

Charles Wesley was influenced by a secular song, Fairest isle, all isles excelling, 
by the poet John Dryden when he wrote the hymn Love divine, all loves excelling 
– one of the most beloved in Christendom. Its overarching theme is that of divine
love which runs through most of Wesley’s hymns. It also includes the concepts of
sanctification and perfection: “Changed from glory into glory.”

The familiar text, The Call, by Anglican poet-priest George Herbert is perhaps best 
known to its musical setting by Ralph Vaughan Williams – from his Five Mystical 
Songs. The setting heard this morning was penned by Alexander Brent Smith who 
spent much of his life at Worcester Cathedral as chorister and, later, as assistant 
organist. Among his many pupils was the acclaimed tenor, Peter Pears.

The closing voluntary is on Hyfrydol, composed by the Canadian Healey Willan 
(1880-1968). Willan is probably best known for his musical setting of the Holy 
Eucharist, a staple of the congregational repertoire at the Church of St. Michael 
& St. George. This performance was recorded at the  Church of St. Michael & St. 
George by Nicholas Bideler, Associate Organist and Choirmaster.
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