
Opening Sentences 

 Officiant The hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshipers shall worship the  
 Father in spirit and in truth; for the Father seeketh such to worship him.     

John 4:23

Confession of Sin 
¶ The Officiant says

Dearly beloved, we have come together in the presence of Almighty God our 
heavenly Father, to render thanks for the great benefits that we have received at 
his hands, to set forth his most worthy praise, to hear his holy Word, and to ask, 

for ourselves and on behalf of others, those things that are necessary for our life and our 
salvation. And so that we may prepare ourselves in heart and mind to worship him, let us 
kneel in silence, and with penitent and obedient hearts confess our sins, that we may obtain 
forgiveness by his infinite goodness and mercy.

¶ Officiant and People, all kneeling

Almighty and most merciful Father, 
we have erred and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep, 
we have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts, 
we have offended against thy holy laws, 
we have left undone those things which we ought to have done, 
and we have done those things which we ought not to have done;
And there is no health in us. 
But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, 
spare thou those who confess their faults, 
restore thou those who are penitent, 
according to thy promises declared unto mankind in Christ Jesus our Lord; 
and grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake, 
that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life, 
to the glory of thy holy Name. Amen.
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¶ The Officiant alone stands and says

The Almighty and merciful Lord grant you absolution  and remission of all your sins, 
true repentance, amendment of life, and the grace and consolation of his Holy Spirit.  
¶ People Amen.

 ¶ All stand

The Invitatory and Psalter

 Officiant O Lord, open thou our lips.
 People And our mouth shall show forth thy praise.

 All Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
   as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

 ¶ All say the Invitatory Canticle together, as follows

Invitatory Canticle               Venite, exultemus Psalm 95:1-7, 96:9, 13 

O come, let us sing unto the Lord; *
 let us heartily rejoice in the strength of our salvation.
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving, * 
 and show ourselves glad in him with psalms.

For the Lord is a great God, *
 and a great King above all gods.
In his hand are all the corners of the earth, * 
 and the strength of the hills is his also.
The sea is his and he made it, *
 and his hands prepared the dry land.
O come, let us worship and fall down * 
 and kneel before the Lord our Maker.
For he is the Lord our God, *
 and we are the people of his pasture 
  and the sheep of his hand.

O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; * 
 let the whole earth stand in awe of him.
For he cometh, for he cometh to judge the earth, * 
 and with righteousness to judge the world
  and the peoples with his truth.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

 ¶ All are then seated for the Psalm appointed for the day
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Psalm 103:1-13        Benedic, anima mea  

Praise the Lord, O my soul; * 
 and all that is within me, praise his holy Name.
 
Praise the Lord, O my soul, * 
 and forget not all his benefits:
 
Who forgiveth all thy sin, * 
 and healeth all thine infirmities;
 
Who saveth thy life from destruction, * 
 and crowneth thee with mercy and loving-kindness;
 
Who satisfieth thy mouth with good things, * 
 making thee young and lusty as an eagle.
 
The Lord executeth righteousness and judgment * 
 for all them that are oppressed with wrong.
 
He showed his ways unto Moses, * 
 his works unto the children of Israel. 

The Lord is full of compassion and mercy, * 
 long-suffering, and of great goodness.
 
He will not alway be chiding; * 
 neither keepeth he his anger for ever.
 
He hath not dealt with us after our sins; * 
 nor rewarded us according to our wickednesses.
 
For look how high the heaven is in comparison of the earth; * 
 so great is his mercy also toward them that fear him.
 
Look how wide also the east is from the west; * 
 so far hath he set our sins from us.
 
Yea, like as a father pitieth his own children; * 
 even so is the Lord merciful unto them that fear him.

 ¶ At the conclusion of the Psalmody the Gloria Patri is said by all

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
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The Lessons

The First Lesson Genesis 50:15-21

When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “It may be that Joseph 
will hate us and pay us back for all the evil which we did to him.” So they sent a message 
to Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this command before he died, ‘Say to Joseph, Forgive, 

I pray you, the transgression of your brothers and their sin, because they did evil to you.’ And now, 
we pray you, forgive the transgression of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when 
they spoke to him. His brothers also came and fell down before him, and said, “Behold, we are your 
servants.” But Joseph said to them, “Fear not, for am I in the place of God? As for you, you meant 
evil against me; but God meant it for good, to bring it about that many people should be kept alive, 
as they are today. So do not fear; I will provide for you and your little ones.” Thus he reassured 
them and comforted them. 

 ¶ Following the Lesson, all stand for the Canticle

Canticle Benedictus Dominus Deus Luke 1:68-79 

Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, *
 for he hath visited and redeemed his people;
And hath raised up a mighty salvation for us * 
 in the house of his servant David,
As he spake by the mouth of his holy prophets, * 
 which have been since the world began:
That we should be saved from our enemies, * 
 and from the hand of all that hate us;
To perform the mercy promised to our forefathers, * 
 and to remember his holy covenant;
To perform the oath which he sware to our forefather Abraham, * 
 that he would give us,
That we being delivered out of the hand of our enemies * 
 might serve him without fear,
In holiness and righteousness before him, * 
 all the days of our life.

And thou, child, shalt be called the prophet of the Highest, * 
 for thou shalt go before the face of the Lord
  to prepare his ways;
To give knowledge of salvation unto his people *
 for the remission of their sins, 
Through the tender mercy of our God, *
 whereby the dayspring from on high hath visited us; 
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To give light to them that sit in darkness
 and in the shadow of death, *
  and to guide our feet into the way of peace.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

 ¶ All are seated

The Second Lesson Matthew 18:21-35

Peter came up and said to Jesus, “Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me, and I 
forgive him? As many as seven times?” Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you seven times, 
but seventy times seven. Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who 

wished to settle accounts with his servants. When he began the reckoning, one was brought to him 
who owed him ten thousand talents; and as he could not pay, his Lord ordered him to be sold, with 
his wife and children and all that he had, and payment to be made. So the servant fell on his knees, 
imploring him, ‘Lord, have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ And out of pity for him 
the Lord of that servant released him and forgave him the debt. But that same servant, as he went 
out, came upon one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the 
throat he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ So his fellow servant fell down and besought him, ‘Have patience 
with me, and I will pay you.’ He refused and went and put him in prison till he should pay the debt. 
When his fellow servants saw what had taken place, they were greatly distressed, and they went and 
reported to their Lord all that had taken place. Then his Lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You 
wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt because you besought me; and should not you have had 
mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?’ And in anger his Lord delivered him to the 
jailers, till he should pay all his debt. So also my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you 
do not forgive your brother from your heart.” 

 ¶ Following the Lesson, all stand for the Canticle

Canticle Te Deum laudamus 
 

We praise thee, O God; 
 we acknowledge thee to be the Lord. 
All the earth doth worship thee, the Father everlasting.
To thee all Angels cry aloud,
 the Heavens and all the Powers therein.
To thee Cherubim and Seraphim continually do cry:
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Sabaoth;
Heaven and earth are full of the majesty of thy glory. 
The glorious company of the apostles praise thee.
The goodly fellowship of the prophets praise thee.
The noble army of martyrs praise thee.
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The holy Church throughout all the world doth acknowledge thee,
 the Father, of an infinite majesty, thine adorable, true, and only Son, 
 also the Holy Ghost the Comforter.
Thou art the King of glory, O Christ.
Thou art the everlasting Son of the Father.
When thou tookest upon thee to deliver man,
 thou didst humble thyself to be born of a Virgin.
When thou hadst overcome the sharpness of death,
 thou didst open the kingdom of heaven to all believers.
Thou sittest at the right hand of God, in the glory of the Father. 
We believe that thou shalt come to be our judge.
We therefore pray thee, help thy servants,
 whom thou hast redeemed with thy precious blood. 
Make them to be numbered with thy saints,
 in glory everlasting.

 ¶ All remain standing for the Apostles’ Creed

The Apostles’ Creed
 
 ¶ Said by the Officiant and People together, all standing

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
 maker of heaven and earth;
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;
 who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
 born of the Virgin Mary,
 suffered under Pontius Pilate,
 was crucified, dead, and buried.
 He descended into hell.
 The third day he rose again from the dead.
 He ascended into heaven,
 and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty.
 From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost,
 the holy catholic Church,
 the communion of saints,
 the forgiveness of sins,
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen.
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The Prayers
 
 ¶ The Officiant and People say the following

 Officiant The Lord be with you.
 People And with thy spirit.
 Officiant Let us pray.

 ¶ Then the short form of the Lord’s Prayer is said by all, kneeling

Our Father, who art in heaven,
 hallowed be thy Name,
 thy kingdom come,
 thy will be done,
 on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
 as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
 but deliver us from evil.
  Amen.

 ¶ Then follow these Suffrages, said by the Officiant and People

 Officiant O Lord, show thy mercy upon us.
 People And grant us thy salvation.

 Officiant Endue thy ministers with righteousness.
 People And make thy chosen people joyful.

 Officiant Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;
 People For only in thee can we live in safety.

 Officiant Lord, keep this nation under thy care;
 People And guide us in the way of justice and truth.

 Officiant Let thy way be known upon earth;
 People Thy saving health among all nations.

 Officiant Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;
 People Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.

 Officiant Create in us clean hearts, O God;
 People And sustain us with thy Holy Spirit.
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The Collects

O God, forasmuch as without thee we are not able to please thee, mercifully 
grant that thy Holy Spirit may in all things direct and rule our hearts; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who with thee and the same Spirit liveth and reigneth, one 

God, now and for ever. ¶ People Amen. 

O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, who hast safely 
brought us to the beginning of this day: Defend us in the same with thy mighty 
power; and grant that this day we fall into no sin, neither run into any kind of 

danger; but that we, being ordered by thy governance, may do always what is righteous in 
thy sight; through Jesus Christ our Lord. ¶ People Amen. 

Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of thy faithful 
people is governed and sanctified: Receive our supplications and prayers which we 
offer before thee for all members of thy holy Church, that in their vocation and 

ministry they may truly and godly serve thee; through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
¶ People Amen. 

The General Thanksgiving
 
 ¶ Said by the Officiant and People together

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we thine unworthy servants do give 
thee most humble and hearty thanks 

 for all thy goodness and loving-kindness 
 to us and to all men.
We bless thee for our creation, preservation,
 and all the blessings of this life;
 but above all for thine inestimable love
 in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ, 
 for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we beseech thee,
 give us that due sense of all thy mercies,
 that our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful;
 and that we show forth thy praise,
 not only with our lips, but in our lives,
 by giving up our selves to thy service,
 and by walking before thee
 in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord,
 to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost,
 be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen.
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A Prayer of St. Chrysostom
 
 ¶ Said by the Officiant

Almighty God, who hast given us grace at this time with one accord to make 
our common supplication unto thee, and hast promised through thy well-beloved 
Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name thou wilt be in the 

midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, the desires and petitions of thy servants as may be 
best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of thy truth, and in the world to come life 
everlasting.  ¶ People Amen. 

 ¶ All stand

Benedicamus Domino 
 
 Officiant Let us bless the Lord. 
 People Thanks be to God. 

The Grace
¶ Officiant

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, 
 and the fellowship of the Holy Ghost, be with us all evermore. ¶ People Amen. 
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Hymn

Words: Henry Francis Lyte (1793-1847) alt.
Music: Lauda anima, John Goss (1800-1880)
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Sermon  The Rev. Thomas Roy Albinson

Anthem
 

Domine, Jesu Christe, qui me creasti, redemisti, et preordinasti ad hoc quod sum, tu 
scis quid de me facere vis; fac de me secundum voluntatem tuam cum misericordia. 
Amen.

O Lord, Jesus Christ, Who didst create me, and redeem me, and hast brought me 
now to that which I am, thou knowest what thou wilt have me to be; do with me 
according to thy loving kindness and thy mercy. Amen.

Words: Henry VI (1421–1471)

Music: Henry Ley (1887–1962)

Closing Prayers 

 Officiant The Lord be with you.
 People And with thy spirit.
 Officiant Let us pray.

 ¶ All kneel

 ¶ Then Prayers and Intercessions are offered
 

Almighty Father, whose blessed Son before his passion prayed for his disciples that 
they might be one, even as thou and he are one: Grant that thy Church, being bound 
together in love and obedience to thee, may be united in one body by the one Spirit, 

that the world may believe in him whom thou didst send, the same thy Son Jesus Christ our 
Lord. ¶ People Amen. 

Lord God Almighty, who hast made all peoples of the earth for thy glory, to serve 
thee in freedom and peace: Grant to the people of our country a zeal for justice and 
the strength of forbearance, that we may use our liberty in accordance with thy 

gracious will; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. ¶ People Amen. 



Heavenly Father, who in thy Word hast given us a vision of that holy City to 
which the nations of the world bring their glory: Behold and visit, we pray thee, the 
cities of the earth. Send us honest and able leaders. Enable us to eliminate poverty, 

prejudice, and oppression, that peace may prevail with righteousness, and justice with order, 
and that people from different cultures and with differing talents may find with one another 
the fulfillment of their humanity; through Jesus Christ our Lord. ¶ People Amen. 

Blessed Lord, who thyself hast borne our griefs and carried our sorrows: Hear thou 
our prayer for all that are in trouble, sickness, and distress. Draw them, we pray thee, 
to thyself, that they may find the comfort and strength which thou alone canst give; 

and grant to all of us the loving heart and ready hand to help, that serving the needs of 
others we may show forth our love and gratitude to thee, our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
¶ People Amen. 

Eternal God, in whose perfect kingdom no sword is drawn but the sword of 
righteousness, no strength known but the strength of love: So mightily spread abroad 
your Spirit, that all peoples may be gathered under the banner of the Prince of Peace, 

as children of one Father; to whom be dominion and glory, now and for ever. ¶ People Amen. 

O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of thy people; in the multitude of thy 
mercies, look with compassion upon us and all who turn to thee for help; for thou 
art gracious, O lover of souls, and to thee we give glory, Father, Son, and Holy 

Spirit, now and for ever. ¶ People Amen. 

The Blessing

Go forth into the world in peace; be of good courage; hold fast to that which 
is good; render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the 
weak; help the afflicted; honour everyone; and the blessing of God Almighty,  

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be amongst you, and remain with you always. 
¶ People Amen.
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Liturgical Music

William Hine (1687–1730) was an English organist and compose, born at 
Brightwell, Oxfordshire. He was a chorister of Magdalen College, Oxford in 1694, 
and a clerk in 1705. Coming to London, he studied music under Jeremiah Clarke, 
whose executive style he closely imitated. His charming Flute Piece, which opens 
this morning’s liturgy, is arranged for recorder and bassoon.

The hymn Praise, my soul, the King of heaven is one of the most popular hymns of 
praise in our hymnal. While earlier hymnodists created paraphrases of Latin hymns, 
Henry Lyte, author of this text, added a new dimension by making his hymns into 
poetical interpretations of biblical texts. Filled with imagery, our hymnal omits a 
verse particularly suited to this time of year. 

Frail as summer’s flower we flourish,
Blows the wind, and it is gone…

Henry George Ley 1887-1962) was also an English organist, composer and music 
teacher. Dr Ley’s setting of the beautiful Prayer of Henry VI is simple, yet evocative. 
Henry VI founded both Eton College and King’s College, Cambridge.

Johann Sebastian Bach’s Two and Three-Part Sinfonias are well known to any who 
have undertaken keyboard studies. The Two-Part Sinfonia IV in D Minor, which 
closes the liturgy this morning, is one of the most popular. It is played today by two 
reed instruments which lend a new character and color to the counterpoint.
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