
Opening Sentences 

 Officiant I was glad when they said unto me, 
   “We will go into the house of the Lord.”     Psalm 122:1

Confession of Sin 
¶ The Officiant says

Dearly beloved, we have come together in the presence of Almighty God our 
heavenly Father, to render thanks for the great benefits that we have received at 
his hands, to set forth his most worthy praise, to hear his holy Word, and to ask, 

for ourselves and on behalf of others, those things that are necessary for our life and our 
salvation. And so that we may prepare ourselves in heart and mind to worship him, let us 
kneel in silence, and with penitent and obedient hearts confess our sins, that we may obtain 
forgiveness by his infinite goodness and mercy.

¶ Officiant and People, all kneeling

Almighty and most merciful Father, 
we have erred and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep, 
we have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts, 
we have offended against thy holy laws, 
we have left undone those things which we ought to have done, 
and we have done those things which we ought not to have done;
And there is no health in us. 
But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, 
spare thou those who confess their faults, 
restore thou those who are penitent, 
according to thy promises declared unto mankind in Christ Jesus our Lord; 
and grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake, 
that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life, 
to the glory of thy holy Name. Amen.
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¶ The Officiant alone stands and says

The Almighty and merciful Lord grant you absolution  and remission of all your sins, 
true repentance, amendment of life, and the grace and consolation of his Holy Spirit.  
¶ People Amen.

 ¶ All stand

The Invitatory and Psalter

 Officiant O Lord, open thou our lips.
 People And our mouth shall show forth thy praise.

 All Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
   as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

 ¶ All say the Invitatory Canticle together, as follows

Invitatory Canticle Jubilate Deo Psalm 100  

O be joyful in the Lord all ye lands; *
 serve the Lord with gladness
  and come before his presence with a song.
Be ye sure that the Lord he is God;
 it is he that hath made us and not we ourselves; *
  we are his people and the sheep of his pasture.
O go your way into his gates with thanksgiving 
 and into his courts with praise; *
  be thankful unto him and speak good of his Name.
For the Lord is gracious; 
 his mercy is everlasting; *
  and his truth endureth from generation to generation.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

 ¶ All are then seated for the Psalm appointed for the day

Psalm 23         Dominus regit me  

The Lord is my shepherd; * 
 therefore can I lack nothing.
 
He shall feed me in a green pasture, * 
 and lead me forth beside the waters of comfort.
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He shall convert my soul, * 
 and bring me forth in the paths of righteousness for his Name’s sake.
 
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; * 
 for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff comfort me.
 
Thou shalt prepare a table before me in the presence of them that trouble me; * 
 thou hast anointed my head with oil, and my cup shall be full.
 
Surely thy loving-kindness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life; * 
 and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 

 ¶ At the conclusion of the Psalmody the Gloria Patri is said by all

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Lessons

The First Lesson Isaiah 25:1-9

O Lord, thou art my God; I will exalt thee, I will praise thy name; for thou hast done 
wonderful things, plans formed of old, faithful and sure. For thou hast made the city a 
heap, the fortified city a ruin; the palace of aliens is a city no more, it will never be rebuilt. 

Therefore strong peoples will glorify thee; cities of ruthless nations will fear thee. For thou hast been 
a stronghold to the poor, a stronghold to the needy in his distress, a shelter from the storm and a 
shade from the heat; for the blast of the ruthless is like a storm against a wall, like heat in a dry 
place. Thou dost subdue the noise of the aliens; as heat by the shade of a cloud, so the song of the 
ruthless is stilled. On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of fat things, 
a feast of wine on the lees, of fat things full of marrow, of wine on the lees well refined. And he will 
destroy on this mountain the covering that is cast over all peoples, the veil that is spread over all 
nations. He will swallow up death for ever, and the Lord God will wipe away tears from all faces, 
and the reproach of his people he will take away from all the earth; for the Lord has spoken. It will 
be said on that day, “Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, that he might save us. This is the 
Lord; we have waited for him; let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.” 

 ¶ Following the Lesson, all stand for the Canticle
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Canticle Surge, illuminare Isaiah 60:1-3, 11a, 14c, 18-19 

Arise, shine; for thy light is come, *
 and the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee.
For, behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, * 
 and gross darkness the people:
But the Lord shall arise upon thee, *
 and his glory shall be seen upon thee.
And the Gentiles shall come to thy light, * 
 and kings to the brightness of thy rising.
Therefore thy gates shall be open continually; * 
 they shall not be shut day nor night.
They shall call thee, The city of the Lord, * 
 The Zion of the Holy One of Israel.
Violence shall no more be heard in thy land, * 
 wasting nor destruction within thy borders;
But thou shalt call thy walls Salvation, * 
 and thy gates Praise.
The sun shall be no more thy light by day; * 
 neither for brightness shall the moon give light unto thee:
But the Lord shall be unto thee an everlasting light, * 
 and thy God thy glory.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

 ¶ All are seated

The Second Lesson Matthew 22:1-14

And again Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying, “The kingdom of heaven may be 
compared to a king who gave a marriage feast for his son, and sent his servants to call 
those who were invited to the marriage feast; but they would not come. Again he sent other 

servants, saying, ‘Tell those who are invited, Behold, I have made ready my dinner, my oxen and 
my fat calves are killed, and everything is ready; come to the marriage feast.’ But they made light of 
it and went off, one to his farm, another to his business, while the rest seized his servants, treated 
them shamefully, and killed them. The king was angry, and he sent his troops and destroyed those 
murderers and burned their city. Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding is ready, but those 
invited were not worthy. Go therefore to the thoroughfares, and invite to the marriage feast as many 
as you find.’ And those servants went out into the streets and gathered all whom they found, both 
bad and good; so the wedding hall was filled with guests. But when the king came in to look at the 
guests, he saw there a man who had no wedding garment; and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you 
get in here without a wedding garment?’ And he was speechless. Then the king said to the attendants, 
‘Bind him hand and foot, and cast him into the outer darkness; there men will weep and gnash their 
teeth.’ For many are called, but few are chosen.” 
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 ¶ Following the Lesson, all stand for the Canticle

Canticle Benedictus Dominus Deus Luke 1:68-79 

Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, *
 for he hath visited and redeemed his people;
And hath raised up a mighty salvation for us * 
 in the house of his servant David,
As he spake by the mouth of his holy prophets, * 
 which have been since the world began:
That we should be saved from our enemies, * 
 and from the hand of all that hate us;
To perform the mercy promised to our forefathers, * 
 and to remember his holy covenant;
To perform the oath which he sware to our forefather Abraham, * 
 that he would give us,
That we being delivered out of the hand of our enemies * 
 might serve him without fear,
In holiness and righteousness before him, * 
 all the days of our life.

And thou, child, shalt be called the prophet of the Highest, * 
 for thou shalt go before the face of the Lord
  to prepare his ways;
To give knowledge of salvation unto his people *
 for the remission of their sins, 
Through the tender mercy of our God, *
 whereby the dayspring from on high hath visited us; 
To give light to them that sit in darkness
 and in the shadow of death, *
  and to guide our feet into the way of peace.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

 ¶ All remain standing for the Apostles’ Creed
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The Apostles’ Creed
 
 ¶ Said by the Officiant and People together, all standing

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
 maker of heaven and earth;
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;
 who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
 born of the Virgin Mary,
 suffered under Pontius Pilate,
 was crucified, dead, and buried.
 He descended into hell.
 The third day he rose again from the dead.
 He ascended into heaven,
 and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty.
 From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost,
 the holy catholic Church,
 the communion of saints,
 the forgiveness of sins,
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers
 
 ¶ The Officiant and People say the following

 Officiant The Lord be with you.
 People And with thy spirit.
 Officiant Let us pray.

 ¶ Then the short form of the Lord’s Prayer is said by all, kneeling

Our Father, who art in heaven,
 hallowed be thy Name,
 thy kingdom come,
 thy will be done,
 on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
 as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
 but deliver us from evil.
  Amen.
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 ¶ Then follow these Suffrages, said by the Officiant and People

 Officiant O Lord, show thy mercy upon us.
 People And grant us thy salvation.

 Officiant Endue thy ministers with righteousness.
 People And make thy chosen people joyful.

 Officiant Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;
 People For only in thee can we live in safety.

 Officiant Lord, keep this nation under thy care;
 People And guide us in the way of justice and truth.

 Officiant Let thy way be known upon earth;
 People Thy saving health among all nations.

 Officiant Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;
 People Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.

 Officiant Create in us clean hearts, O God;
 People And sustain us with thy Holy Spirit.

The Collects

Lord, we pray thee that thy grace may always precede and follow us, and make 
us continually to be given to all good works; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

¶ People Amen. 

O God, who art the author of peace and lover of concord, in knowledge of 
whom standeth our eternal life, whose service is perfect freedom: Defend us, thy 
humble servants, in all assaults of our enemies; that we, surely trusting in thy 

defense, may not fear the power of any adversaries; through the might of Jesus Christ our 
Lord. ¶ People Amen. 

O God, who hast made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and didst send 
thy blessed Son to preach peace to those who are far off and to those who are 
near: Grant that people everywhere may seek after thee and find thee; bring the 

nations into thy fold; pour out thy Spirit upon all flesh; and hasten the coming of thy 
kingdom; through the same thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord. ¶ People Amen. 
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The General Thanksgiving
 
 ¶ Said by the Officiant and People together

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we thine unworthy servants do give 
thee most humble and hearty thanks 

 for all thy goodness and loving-kindness 
 to us and to all men.
We bless thee for our creation, preservation,
 and all the blessings of this life;
 but above all for thine inestimable love
 in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ, 
 for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we beseech thee,
 give us that due sense of all thy mercies,
 that our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful;
 and that we show forth thy praise,
 not only with our lips, but in our lives,
 by giving up our selves to thy service,
 and by walking before thee
 in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord,
 to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost,
 be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen.

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom
 
 ¶ Said by the Officiant

Almighty God, who hast given us grace at this time with one accord to make 
our common supplication unto thee, and hast promised through thy well-beloved 
Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name thou wilt be in the 

midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, the desires and petitions of thy servants as may be 
best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of thy truth, and in the world to come life 
everlasting.  ¶ People Amen. 

 ¶ All stand

Benedicamus Domino 
 
 Officiant Let us bless the Lord. 
 People Thanks be to God. 
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The Grace
¶ Officiant

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, 
 and the fellowship of the Holy Ghost, be with us all evermore. ¶ People Amen. 

Hymn

Words: Charles Wesley (1707-1788)
Music: Ratisbon, Melody from Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, 1524; 
 adapt and harm.. William Henry Havergal (1793-1870)
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Sermon  The Rev. Peter James Speropulos

Anthem
 

My Shepherd will supply my need,
 Jehovah is his Name;
in pastures fresh he makes me feed
 beside the living stream.
He brings my wandering spirit back
 when I forsake his ways,
  and leads me, for his mercy’s sake,
   in paths of truth and grace.

When I walk through the shades of death,
 thy presence is my stay;
one word of thy supporting breath
 drives all my fears away.
Thy hand, in sight of all my foes,
 doth still my table spread;
  my cup with blessings overflows,
   thy oil anoints my head.

The sure provisions of my God
 attend me all my days;
oh, may thy house be mine abode
 and all my work be praise.
There would I find a settled rest,
 while others go and come;
  no more a stranger or a guest,
   but like a child at home.

Words: Isaac Watts (1674–1748); para. of Psalm 23
Music: American Folk melody; arr. Virgil Thomson (1896–1989)

Closing Prayers 

 Officiant The Lord be with you.
 People And with thy spirit.
 Officiant Let us pray.

 ¶ All kneel
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 ¶ Then Prayers and Intercessions are offered
 

Almighty Father, whose blessed Son before his passion prayed for his disciples that 
they might be one, even as thou and he are one: Grant that thy Church, being bound 
together in love and obedience to thee, may be united in one body by the one Spirit, 

that the world may believe in him whom thou didst send, the same thy Son Jesus Christ our 
Lord. ¶ People Amen. 

Almighty God our heavenly Father, send down upon those who hold office in this 
land the spirit of wisdom, charity, and justice; that with steadfast purpose they may 
faithfully serve in their offices to promote the well-being of all people; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. ¶ People Amen. 

O merciful Creator, whose hand is open wide to satisfy the needs of every living 
creature: Make us, we beseech thee, ever thankful for thy loving providence; and 
grant that we, remembering the account that we must one day give, may be faithful 

stewards of thy bounty; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with thee and the Holy Spirit 
liveth and reigneth, one God, for ever and ever. ¶ People Amen. 

Almighty God, we commend to thy merciful care all who are suffering and in 
distress; beseeching thee to grant them, according to their needs, strength of body 
and healing of the mind. Grant them the comfort of thy presence; let thy peace rule 

in their hearts; and fulfil in them thy perfect will, for the glory of Jesus Christ our Savior. 
¶ People Amen. 

O God, who hast bound us together in a common life. Help us, in the midst of our 
struggles for justice and truth, to confront one another without hatred or bitterness, 
and to work together with mutual forbearance and respect; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord. ¶ People Amen. 

O God, by whom the meek are guided in judgment, and light riseth up in darkness 
for the godly: Grant us, in all our doubts and uncertainties, the grace to ask what 
thou wouldest have us to do, that the Spirit of wisdom may save us from all false 

choices, and that in thy light we may see light, and in thy straight path may not stumble; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. ¶ People Amen. 
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Liturgical Music

John Stanley (1712-1786) was a close friend of George Frederic Handel who made his living in 
London. He composed thirty Voluntaries for the organ of which the eighth, in D minor, is the largest. 
Really a three-movement work, the outer two movements serve as the opening and closing music for 
today’s liturgy. Here they are arranged for string orchestra.

John Wesley’s beloved hymn, Christ, whose glory fills the skies, makes no reference to the night or the 
perils of the day ahead. Instead, it invokes biblical verses to convey that Christ’s presence with us will 
satisfy all of our deepest needs for the day.

Virgil Thomson is best known for his career as the sharp-tongued senior music critic in New York. He 
also composed a fair number of works and his setting of the early American folk tune Resignation, so 
closely associated with this metrical setting of the 23rd Psalm, has become a staple of the sacred choral 
literature in the United States.  

The Blessing

Go forth into the world in peace; be of good courage; hold fast to that which 
is good; render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the 
weak; help the afflicted; honour everyone; and the blessing of God Almighty,  

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be amongst you, and remain with you always. 
¶ People Amen.


