
Opening Sentences	

	 Officiant	 We give thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be partakers 
			   of the inheritance of the saints in light.     Colossians 1:12 

Confession of Sin 
¶ The Officiant says

Dearly beloved, we have come together in the presence of Almighty God our 
heavenly Father, to render thanks for the great benefits that we have received at 
his hands, to set forth his most worthy praise, to hear his holy Word, and to ask, 

for ourselves and on behalf of others, those things that are necessary for our life and our 
salvation. And so that we may prepare ourselves in heart and mind to worship him, let us 
kneel in silence, and with penitent and obedient hearts confess our sins, that we may obtain 
forgiveness by his infinite goodness and mercy.

¶ Officiant and People, all kneeling

Almighty and most merciful Father, 
we have erred and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep, 
we have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts, 
we have offended against thy holy laws, 
we have left undone those things which we ought to have done, 
and we have done those things which we ought not to have done;
And there is no health in us. 
But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, 
spare thou those who confess their faults, 
restore thou those who are penitent, 
according to thy promises declared unto mankind in Christ Jesus our Lord; 
and grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake, 
that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life, 
to the glory of thy holy Name. Amen.
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¶ The Officiant alone stands and says

The Almighty and merciful Lord grant you absolution  and remission of all your sins, 
true repentance, amendment of life, and the grace and consolation of his Holy Spirit.  
¶ People Amen.

	 ¶ All stand

The Invitatory and Psalter

	 Officiant	 O Lord, open thou our lips.
	 People	 And our mouth shall show forth thy praise.

	 All	 Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
			   as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

	 ¶ All say the Invitatory Canticle together, as follows

Invitatory Canticle               Venite, exultemus	 Psalm 95:1-7, 96:9, 13 

O come, let us sing unto the Lord; *
	 let us heartily rejoice in the strength of our salvation.
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving, * 
	 and show ourselves glad in him with psalms.

For the Lord is a great God, *
	 and a great King above all gods.
In his hand are all the corners of the earth, * 
	 and the strength of the hills is his also.
The sea is his and he made it, *
	 and his hands prepared the dry land.
O come, let us worship and fall down * 
	 and kneel before the Lord our Maker.
For he is the Lord our God, *
	 and we are the people of his pasture 
		  and the sheep of his hand.

O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; * 
	 let the whole earth stand in awe of him.
For he cometh, for he cometh to judge the earth, * 
	 and with righteousness to judge the world
		  and the peoples with his truth.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
	 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

	 ¶ All are then seated for the Psalm appointed for the day
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Psalm 34:1-10, 22 	       Benedicam Dominum	  

I will alway give thanks unto the Lord; * 
	 his praise shall ever be in my mouth.
 
My soul shall make her boast in the Lord; * 
	 the humble shall hear thereof, and be glad.
 
O praise the Lord with me, * 
	 and let us magnify his Name together.
 
I sought the Lord, and he heard me; * 
	 yea, he delivered me out of all my fear.
 
They had an eye unto him, and were lightened; * 
	 and their faces were not ashamed.
 
Lo, the poor crieth, and the Lord heareth him; * 
	 yea, and saveth him out of all his troubles.
 
The angel of the Lord tarrieth round about them that fear him; * 
	 and delivereth them.
 
O taste, and see, how gracious the Lord is: * 
	 blessed is the man that trusteth in him.
 
O fear the Lord, ye that are his saints; * 
	 for they that fear him lack nothing.
 
The lions do lack, and suffer hunger; * 
	 but they who seek the Lord shall want no manner of thing that is good.
 
The Lord delivereth the souls of his servants; * 
	 and all they that put their trust in him shall not be destitute. 

	 ¶ At the conclusion of the Psalmody the Gloria Patri is said by all

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
	 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
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The Lessons

The First Lesson	 Revelation 7:9-17

After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no man could number, from every 
nation, from all tribes and peoples and tongues, standing before the throne and before the 
Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, and crying out with a 

loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits upon the throne, and to the Lamb!” And all the 
angels stood round the throne and round the elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on 
their faces before the throne and worshiped God, saying, “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and 
thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God for ever and ever! Amen.” Then one 
of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, clothed in white robes, and whence have they 
come?” I said to him, “Sir, you know.” And he said to me, “These are they who have come out of 
the great tribulation; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 
Therefore are they before the throne of God, and serve him day and night within his temple; and 
he who sits upon the throne will shelter them with his presence. They shall hunger no more, neither 
thirst any more; the sun shall not strike them, nor any scorching heat. For the Lamb in the midst of 
the throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of living water; and God will 
wipe away every tear from their eyes.”

	 ¶ Following the Lesson, all stand for the Canticle

Canticle	 Benedictus Dominus Deus	 Luke 1:68-79 

Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, *
	 for he hath visited and redeemed his people;
And hath raised up a mighty salvation for us * 
	 in the house of his servant David,
As he spake by the mouth of his holy prophets, * 
	 which have been since the world began:
That we should be saved from our enemies, * 
	 and from the hand of all that hate us;
To perform the mercy promised to our forefathers, * 
	 and to remember his holy covenant;
To perform the oath which he sware to our forefather Abraham, * 
	 that he would give us,
That we being delivered out of the hand of our enemies * 
	 might serve him without fear,
In holiness and righteousness before him, * 
	 all the days of our life.

And thou, child, shalt be called the prophet of the Highest, * 
	 for thou shalt go before the face of the Lord
		  to prepare his ways;
To give knowledge of salvation unto his people *
	 for the remission of their sins, 
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Through the tender mercy of our God, *
	 whereby the dayspring from on high hath visited us; 
To give light to them that sit in darkness
	 and in the shadow of death, *
		  and to guide our feet into the way of peace.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
	 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

	 ¶ All are seated

The Second Lesson	 Matthew 5:1-12

Seeing the crowds, he went up on the mountain, and when he sat down his disciples came 
to him. And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying: “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 

Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for 
righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy. Blessed 
are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons 
of God. Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven. Blessed are you when men revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you 
falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so men persecuted 
the prophets who were before you.” 

	 ¶ Following the Lesson, all stand for the Canticle

Canticle	 Te Deum laudamus	
	

We praise thee, O God; 
	 we acknowledge thee to be the Lord. 
All the earth doth worship thee, the Father everlasting.
To thee all Angels cry aloud,
	 the Heavens and all the Powers therein.
To thee Cherubim and Seraphim continually do cry:
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Sabaoth;
Heaven and earth are full of the majesty of thy glory. 
The glorious company of the apostles praise thee.
The goodly fellowship of the prophets praise thee.
The noble army of martyrs praise thee.
The holy Church throughout all the world doth acknowledge thee,
	 the Father, of an infinite majesty, thine adorable, true, and only Son, 
	 also the Holy Ghost the Comforter.
Thou art the King of glory, O Christ.
Thou art the everlasting Son of the Father.

—  5  —



When thou tookest upon thee to deliver man,
	 thou didst humble thyself to be born of a Virgin.
When thou hadst overcome the sharpness of death,
	 thou didst open the kingdom of heaven to all believers.
Thou sittest at the right hand of God, in the glory of the Father. 
We believe that thou shalt come to be our judge.
We therefore pray thee, help thy servants,
	 whom thou hast redeemed with thy precious blood. 
Make them to be numbered with thy saints,
	 in glory everlasting.

	 ¶ All remain standing for the Apostles’ Creed

The Apostles’ Creed
	
	 ¶ Said by the Officiant and People together, all standing

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
	 maker of heaven and earth;
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;
	 who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
	 born of the Virgin Mary,
	 suffered under Pontius Pilate,
	 was crucified, dead, and buried.
	 He descended into hell.
	 The third day he rose again from the dead.
	 He ascended into heaven,
	 and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty.
	 From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost,
	 the holy catholic Church,
	 the communion of saints,
	 the forgiveness of sins,
	 the resurrection of the body, 
	 and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers
	
	 ¶ The Officiant and People say the following

	 Officiant	 The Lord be with you.
	 People	 And with thy spirit.
	 Officiant	 Let us pray.
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	 ¶ Then the short form of the Lord’s Prayer is said by all, kneeling

Our Father, who art in heaven,
	 hallowed be thy Name,
	 thy kingdom come,
	 thy will be done,
	 on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
	 as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
	 but deliver us from evil.
		  Amen.

	 ¶ Then follow these Suffrages, said by the Officiant and People

	 Officiant	 O Lord, show thy mercy upon us.
	 People	 And grant us thy salvation.

	 Officiant	 Endue thy ministers with righteousness.
	 People	 And make thy chosen people joyful.

	 Officiant	 Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;
	 People	 For only in thee can we live in safety.

	 Officiant	 Lord, keep this nation under thy care;
	 People	 And guide us in the way of justice and truth.

	 Officiant	 Let thy way be known upon earth;
	 People	 Thy saving health among all nations.

	 Officiant	 Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;
	 People	 Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.

	 Officiant	 Create in us clean hearts, O God;
	 People	 And sustain us with thy Holy Spirit.

The Collects

O Almighty God, who hast knit together thine elect in one communion and 
fellowship in the mystical body of thy Son Christ our Lord: Grant us grace so to 
follow thy blessed saints in all virtuous and godly living, that we may come to 

those ineffable joys which thou hast prepared for those who unfeignedly love thee; through 
the same Jesus Christ our Lord, who with thee and the Holy Spirit liveth and reigneth, one 
God, in glory everlasting. ¶ People Amen. 
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O God, who makest us glad with the weekly remembrance of the glorious 
resurrection of thy Son our Lord: Grant us this day such blessing through our 
worship of thee, that the days to come may be spent in thy favor; through the 

same Jesus Christ our Lord. ¶ People Amen. 

O God, who hast made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and didst send 
thy blessed Son to preach peace to those who are far off and to those who are 
near: Grant that people everywhere may seek after thee and find thee; bring the 

nations into thy fold; pour out thy Spirit upon all flesh; and hasten the coming of thy 
kingdom; through the same thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord. ¶ People Amen. 

The General Thanksgiving
	
	 ¶ Said by the Officiant and People together

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we thine unworthy servants do give 
thee most humble and hearty thanks 

	 for all thy goodness and loving-kindness 
	 to us and to all men.
We bless thee for our creation, preservation,
	 and all the blessings of this life;
	 but above all for thine inestimable love
	 in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ, 
	 for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we beseech thee,
	 give us that due sense of all thy mercies,
	 that our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful;
	 and that we show forth thy praise,
	 not only with our lips, but in our lives,
	 by giving up our selves to thy service,
	 and by walking before thee
	 in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
	 through Jesus Christ our Lord,
	 to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost,
	 be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen.
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A Prayer of St. Chrysostom
	
	 ¶ Said by the Officiant

Almighty God, who hast given us grace at this time with one accord to make 
our common supplication unto thee, and hast promised through thy well-beloved 
Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name thou wilt be in the 

midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, the desires and petitions of thy servants as may be 
best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of thy truth, and in the world to come life 
everlasting.  ¶ People Amen. 

	 ¶ All stand

Benedicamus Domino	
	
	 Officiant	 Let us bless the Lord. 
	 People	 Thanks be to God. 

The Grace
¶ Officiant

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, 
	 and the fellowship of the Holy Ghost, be with us all evermore. ¶ People Amen. 
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Hymn
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Sermon		  The Rev. Thomas Roy Albinson

Anthem
	

And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth 
were passed away; and there was no more sea. And I, John, saw the holy city, new 
Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for 
her husband. And I heard a great voice out of heaven, saying, Behold, the tabernacle 
of God is with men, and he will dwell with them and they shall be his people, and 
God himself shall be with them and be their God. And God shall wipe away all tears 
from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow nor crying, neither 
shall there be any more pain. for the former things are passed away.

Words: The Revelation to Saint John the Divine: 21: 1-4
Music: Edgar Bainton (1880–1956)

Closing Prayers	

	 Officiant	 The Lord be with you.
	 People	 And with thy spirit.
	 Officiant	 Let us pray.

	 ¶ All kneel

	 ¶ Then Prayers and Intercessions are offered
 

Almighty and everliving God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth, we beseech 
thee hear our prayers for this church family. Strengthen the faithful, arouse the 
careless, and restore the penitent. Grant us all things necessary for our common life, 

and bring us all to be of one heart and mind within thy holy Church; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. ¶ People Amen.

Almighty and everlasting God, we yield unto thee most high praise and hearty 
thanks for the wonderful grace and virtue declared in all thy saints, who have been 
the choice vessels of thy grace, and the lights of the world in their several generations; 

most humbly beseeching thee to give us grace so to follow the example of their steadfastness 
in thy faith, and obedience to thy holy commandments, that at the day of the general 
resurrection, we, with all those who are of the mystical body of thy Son, may be set on his 
right hand, and hear that his most joyful voice: “Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.” Grant this, O Father, for the 
sake of the same thy Son Jesus Christ, our only Mediator and Advocate. ¶ People Amen. 



Almighty God, with whom do live the spirits of those who depart hence in the Lord, 
and with whom the souls of the faithful, after they are delivered from the burden of 
the flesh, are in joy and felicity: We give thee hearty thanks for the good examples 

of all those thy servants, who, having finished their course in faith, do now rest from their 
labors. And we beseech thee that we, with all those who are departed in the true faith of thy 
holy Name, may have our perfect consummation and bliss, both in body and soul, in thy 
eternal and everlasting glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord. ¶ People Amen. 

O God, the King of saints, we praise and magnify thy holy Name for all thy 
servants who have finished their course in thy faith and fear; for the blessed Virgin 
Mary; for the holy patriarchs, prophets, apostles, and martyrs; and for all other thy 

righteous servants, known to us and unknown; and we beseech thee that, encouraged by 
their examples, aided by their prayers, and strengthened by their fellowship, we also may be 
partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light through the merits of thy Son Jesus Christ 
our Lord. ¶ People Amen. 

Almighty God, to whom we must account for all our powers and privileges: Guide 
the people of the United States in the election of officials and representatives; that, 
by faithful administration and wise laws, the rights of all may be protected and our 

nation be enabled to fulfill thy purposes; through Jesus Christ our Lord. ¶ People Amen.

Almighty and eternal God, so draw our hearts to thee, so guide our minds, so fill 
our imaginations, so control our wills, that we may be wholly thine, utterly dedicated 
unto thee; and then use us, we pray thee, as thou wilt, and always to thy glory and 

the welfare of thy people; through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. ¶ People Amen.

The All Saints Blessing  	    

May Almighty God, to whose glory we celebrate this festival of all the Saints, be now 
and evermore your guide and companion in the way.  ¶ People Amen.

May God, who has bound us together in the company of the elect, in this age and the age to 
come, attend to the prayers of his faithful servants on your behalf, as he hears your prayers 
for them.  ¶ People Amen.

May God, who has given us, in the lives of his saints, patterns of holy living and victorious 
dying, strengthen your faith and devotion, and enable you to bear witness to the truth against 
all adversity.  ¶ People Amen.

And the blessing  of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you 
and remain with you for ever.  ¶ People Amen.
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Liturgical Music

Little is known of the English composer John Bennett (d. 1784), composer of just ten 
Voluntaries, one of which is heard at the beginning of today’s liturgy. For over thirty 
years Bennett served as organist of St. Dionis Backchuch Fenchurch in London and, as 
was typical of a versatile 18th-century musician, he also played the viola and sang in 
the chorus and danced in the company at the historic Drury Lane Theatre. His musical 
vocabulary is particularly lush for an English composer of his period.

The hymn In our day of thanksgiving, sung to the tune St. Catherine’s Court, is drawn 
from the great English hymnal. Hymns Ancient and Modern. Typically Victorian in 
tone, the hymn text recalls the company of saints that have gone before us.

A somewhat obscure composer, Edgar Bainton (1880-1956) led a varied and very 
interesting musical life. Born in England, he was a prisoner of war in Germany for four 
years (during the Great War) where he was charged with leading all of the music in 
the detention camp. As an educator, he taught at the conservatory in Newcastle-upon-
Tyne until, in 1933, the conservatory in New South Wales (Australia) offered him the 
position of director which he accepted and began a new life in the southern hemisphere. 
Banton’s anthem, And I saw a new heaven is one of the great gems of the standard 
Anglican repertoire and holds a cherished place in the hearts of Anglican musicians the 
world over.

Today’s music to close the liturgy is the Musique Royale of Michel de Lalande (1657-
1726). The composer served in the court of Louis XIV and was director of the French 
Chapel Royal from 1714 until his death. His style is characterized by pomp and 
grandeur – a style very pleasing to the king.
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