THE CHURCH
OF ST. MICHAEL & ST. GEORGE

The Order for Morning Prayer
The Last Sunday after Pentecost: Christ the King
November 22, 2020
Opening Sentences
Officiant Thus saith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy,

“I dwell in the high and holy place, with him also that is of a contrite and
humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the
contrite ones.” Isaiah 57:15

Confession of Sin
¶ The Officiant says

D

early beloved, we have come together in the presence of Almighty God our
heavenly Father, to render thanks for the great benefits that we have received at
his hands, to set forth his most worthy praise, to hear his holy Word, and to ask,
for ourselves and on behalf of others, those things that are necessary for our life and our
salvation. And so that we may prepare ourselves in heart and mind to worship him, let us
kneel in silence, and with penitent and obedient hearts confess our sins, that we may obtain
forgiveness by his infinite goodness and mercy.
¶ Officiant and People, all kneeling

Almighty and most merciful Father,
we have erred and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep,
we have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts,
we have offended against thy holy laws,
we have left undone those things which we ought to have done,
and we have done those things which we ought not to have done;
And there is no health in us.
But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us,
spare thou those who confess their faults,
restore thou those who are penitent,
according to thy promises declared unto mankind in Christ Jesus our Lord;
and grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake,
that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life,
to the glory of thy holy Name. Amen.

¶ The Officiant alone stands and says

The Almighty and merciful Lord grant you absolution  and remission of all your sins,
true repentance, amendment of life, and the grace and consolation of his Holy Spirit.
¶ People Amen.
¶ All stand

The Invitatory and Psalter
Officiant O Lord, open thou our lips.
People And our mouth shall show forth thy praise.
All Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
			as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
¶ All say the Invitatory Canticle together, as follows

Invitatory Canticle

Jubilate Deo

Psalm 100

O be joyful in the Lord all ye lands; *
serve the Lord with gladness
		 and come before his presence with a song.
Be ye sure that the Lord he is God;
it is he that hath made us and not we ourselves; *
		 we are his people and the sheep of his pasture.
O go your way into his gates with thanksgiving
and into his courts with praise; *
		 be thankful unto him and speak good of his Name.
For the Lord is gracious;
his mercy is everlasting; *
		 and his truth endureth from generation to generation.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
¶ All are then seated for the Psalm appointed for the day

Psalm 95:1-7a

Venite, exultemus

O come, let us sing unto the Lord; *
let us heartily rejoice in the strength of our salvation.
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving; *
and show ourselves glad in him with psalms.
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For the Lord is a great God; *
and a great King above all gods.
In his hand are all the corners of the earth; *
and the strength of the hills is his also.
The sea is his, and he made it; *
and his hands pre-pared the dry land.
O come, let us worship and fall down, *
and kneel before the Lord our Maker.
For he is the Lord our God; *
and we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand.
¶ At the conclusion of the Psalmody the Gloria Patri is said by all

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Lessons
The First Lesson

Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24

F

or thus says the Lord God: Behold, I, I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek them
out. As a shepherd seeks out his flock when some of his sheep have been scattered abroad, so
will I seek out my sheep; and I will rescue them from all places where they have been scattered
on a day of clouds and thick darkness. And I will bring them out from the peoples, and gather them
from the countries, and will bring them into their own land; and I will feed them on the mountains
of Israel, by the fountains, and in all the inhabited places of the country. I will feed them with good
pasture, and upon the mountain heights of Israel shall be their pasture; there they shall lie down in
good grazing land, and on fat pasture they shall feed on the mountains of Israel. I myself will be the
shepherd of my sheep, and I will make them lie down, says the Lord God. I will seek the lost, and I
will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the crippled, and I will strengthen the weak, and the
fat and the strong I will watch over; I will feed them in justice. Therefore, thus says the Lord God to
them: Behold, I, I myself will judge between the fat sheep and the lean sheep. Because you push with
side and shoulder, and thrust at all the weak with your horns, till you have scattered them abroad,
I will save my flock, they shall no longer be a prey; and I will judge between sheep and sheep. And I
will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he shall feed them and
be their shepherd. And I, the Lord, will be their God, and my servant David shall be prince among
them; I, the Lord, have spoken.
¶ Following the Lesson, all stand for the Canticle
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Canticle

Ecce Deus

Isaiah 12:2-6

Behold, God is my salvation; *
I will trust, and not be afraid:
For the Lord God is my strength and my song; *
he also is become my salvation
Therefore with joy shall ye draw water *
out of the wells of salvation.
And in that day shall ye say, *
Praise the Lord, call upon his Name,
Declare his doings among the people, *
make mention that his name is exalted.
Sing unto the Lord; for he hath done excellent things: *
this is known in all the earth.
Cry out and shout, thou inhabitant of Zion: *
for great is the Holy One of Israel in the midst of thee.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
¶ All are seated

The Second Lesson

Matthew 25:31-46

J

esus said, “When the Son of man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will
sit on his glorious throne. Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate them
one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, and he will place the sheep
at his right hand, but the goats at the left. Then the King will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come,
O blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world;
for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and
you welcomed me, I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I was in prison
and you came to me.’ Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see thee hungry and
feed thee, or thirsty and give thee drink? And when did we see thee a stranger and welcome thee, or
naked and clothe thee? And when did we see thee sick or in prison and visit thee?’ And the King will
answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brethren, you did it
to me.’ Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire
prepared for the devil and his angels; for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and
you gave me no drink, I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not clothe
me, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we
see thee hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to thee?’
Then he will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it not to one of the least of these, you did
it not to me.’ And they will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”
¶ Following the Lesson, all stand for the Canticle
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Canticle

Magna et mirabilia

Revelation 15:34

Thou art worthy, O Lord,
Great and marvellous are thy works,*
		 Lord God Almighty!
Just and true are thy ways, *
Thou King of saints.
Who shall not rear thee, O Lord, and glorify thy Name?*
For thou only art holy:
For all nations shall come and worship before thee; *
for thy judgments are made manifest.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
¶ All remain standing for the Apostles’ Creed

The Apostles’ Creed
¶ Said by the Officiant and People together, all standing

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth;
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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The Prayers
¶ The Officiant and People say the following
Officiant The Lord be with you.
People And with thy spirit.
Officiant Let us pray.
¶ Then the short form of the Lord’s Prayer is said by all, kneeling

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
		Amen.
¶ Then follow these Suffrages, said by the Officiant and People
Officiant O Lord, show thy mercy upon us.
People And grant us thy salvation.
Officiant Endue thy ministers with righteousness.
People And make thy chosen people joyful.
Officiant Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;
People For only in thee can we live in safety.
Officiant Lord, keep this nation under thy care;
People And guide us in the way of justice and truth.
Officiant Let thy way be known upon earth;
People Thy saving health among all nations.
Officiant Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;
People Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.
Officiant Create in us clean hearts, O God;
People And sustain us with thy Holy Spirit.
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The Collects

A
O
O

lmighty and everlasting God, whose will it is to restore all things in thy wellbeloved Son, the King of kings and Lord of lords: Mercifully grant that the peoples
of the earth, divided and enslaved by sin, may be freed and brought together under
his most gracious rule; who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and for ever. ¶ People Amen.
Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, who hast safely
brought us to the beginning of this day: Defend us in the same with thy mighty
power; and grant that this day we fall into no sin, neither run into any kind of
danger; but that we, being ordered by thy governance, may do always what is righteous in
thy sight; through Jesus Christ our Lord. ¶ People Amen.
God, who hast made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and didst send
thy blessed Son to preach peace to those who are far off and to those who are
near: Grant that people everywhere may seek after thee and find thee; bring the
nations into thy fold; pour out thy Spirit upon all flesh; and hasten the coming of thy
kingdom; through the same thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord. ¶ People Amen.

The General Thanksgiving
¶ Said by the Officiant and People together

A

lmighty God, Father of all mercies,
we thine unworthy servants do give
thee most humble and hearty thanks
for all thy goodness and loving-kindness
to us and to all men.
We bless thee for our creation, preservation,
and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for thine inestimable love
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ,
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we beseech thee,
give us that due sense of all thy mercies,
that our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful;
and that we show forth thy praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,
by giving up our selves to thy service,
and by walking before thee
in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost,
be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen.
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A Prayer of St. Chrysostom
¶ Said by the Officiant

A

lmighty God, who hast given us grace at this time with one accord to make
our common supplication unto thee, and hast promised through thy well-beloved
Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name thou wilt be in the
midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, the desires and petitions of thy servants as may be
best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of thy truth, and in the world to come life
everlasting. ¶ People Amen.
¶ All stand

Benedicamus Domino
Officiant Let us bless the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

The Grace
¶ Officiant

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Ghost, be with us all evermore. ¶ People Amen.

Hymn
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Words: Matthew Bridges (1800-1894)
Music: Diademata, George Job Elvey (1816-1893)

Sermon		

The Rev. Peter James Speropulos
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Anthem
All from the sun’s uprise
His sons we are,
		 Unto his setting rays,			 Sheep by Him led,
Resound in jubilees		 Preserved and fed
			The great Jehovah praise.				With tender care.
Him serve alone:
O to His portals press
		 In triumph bring			 In your divine resorts,
Your gifts and sing		 With thanks His power confess,
			 Before his throne.				 And praise Him in His courts.
Man drew from man his birth;
How good, how pure
		 But God his noble frame			 His mercies last!
Built of the ruddy earth,		 His promise passed
			Filled with celestial flame.				For ever sure!
Words: George Sandys (1578–1644)
Music: Philip Tomblings (1902–1986)

Closing Prayers
Officiant The Lord be with you.
People And with thy spirit.
Officiant Let us pray.
¶ All kneel
¶ Then Prayers and Intercessions are offered

A

lmighty Father, whose blessed Son before his passion prayed for his disciples that
they might be one, even as thou and he are one: Grant that thy Church, being bound
together in love and obedience to thee, may be united in one body by the one Spirit,
that the world may believe in him whom thou didst send, the same thy Son Jesus Christ our
Lord. ¶ People Amen.

A

lmighty God our heavenly Father, send down upon those who hold office in this
land the spirit of wisdom, charity, and justice; that with steadfast purpose they may
faithfully serve in their offices to promote the well-being of all people; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. ¶ People Amen.
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A

lmighty and most merciful God, let thy compassion be shown to all who suffer,
and to all who are stricken with sorrow. Use us to comfort them as we are able, and
what we cannot do for them, be pleased thyself to do; that in the mystery of thy love
they may find peace and healing and faith; through Jesus Christ our Lord. ¶ People Amen.

O

gracious Father, who openest thine hand and fillest all things living with
plenteousness: Bless the lands and waters, and multiply the harvests of the world;
let thy Spirit go forth, that it may renew the face of the earth; show thy lovingkindness, that our land may give her increase; and save us from selfish use of what thou
givest, that men and women everywhere may give thee thanks; through Christ our Lord.
¶ People Amen.

O

merciful Creator, whose hand is open wide to satisfy the needs of every living
creature: Make us, we beseech thee, ever thankful for thy loving providence; and
grant that we, remembering the account that we must one day give, may be faithful
stewards of thy bounty; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with thee and the Holy Spirit
liveth and reigneth, one God, for ever and ever. ¶ People Amen.

O

God, by whom the meek are guided in judgment, and light riseth up in darkness
for the godly: Grant us, in all our doubts and uncertainties, the grace to ask what
thou wouldest have us to do, that the Spirit of wisdom may save us from all false
choices, and that in thy light we may see light, and in thy straight path may not stumble;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. ¶ People Amen.

The Blessing

G

o forth into the world in peace; be of good courage; hold fast to that which
is good; render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the
weak; help the afflicted; honour everyone; and the blessing of God Almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be amongst you, and remain with you always.
¶ People Amen.
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Liturgical Music
Not a household name at all, nevertheless Giambattista Bassini (1650-1716) made
quite an impact on the musical establishment of Italy as violinist, court musician,
and teacher. Few of his works are extant, but the Larghetto, heard this morning as
the pre-service music, is a beautiful example of his lyrical style.
The hymn, Crown him with many crowns, draws on images from Revelation 19:12.
It is a stirring kingship hymn celebrating the Christ as having dominion over all
things.
All from the sun’s uprise is a festive paean of praise by Philip Tomblings, a rather
obscure English organist who spent his career as a school master and parish organist.
Domenico Scarlatti (1685-1757) composed 600 short sonatas for keyboard in his
lifetime, one of which (in D major) is heard this morning in an arrangement for
organ in dialogue with double reed instruments.
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