
Opening Sentences 

 Officiant Behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For 
unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, which is Christ the Lord.     
Luke 2:10-11 

Confession of Sin 
¶ The Officiant says

Dearly beloved, we have come together in the presence of Almighty God our 
heavenly Father, to render thanks for the great benefits that we have received at 
his hands, to set forth his most worthy praise, to hear his holy Word, and to ask, 

for ourselves and on behalf of others, those things that are necessary for our life and our 
salvation. And so that we may prepare ourselves in heart and mind to worship him, let us 
kneel in silence, and with penitent and obedient hearts confess our sins, that we may obtain 
forgiveness by his infinite goodness and mercy.

¶ Officiant and People, all kneeling

Almighty and most merciful Father, 
we have erred and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep, 
we have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts, 
we have offended against thy holy laws, 
we have left undone those things which we ought to have done, 
and we have done those things which we ought not to have done;
And there is no health in us. 
But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, 
spare thou those who confess their faults, 
restore thou those who are penitent, 
according to thy promises declared unto mankind in Christ Jesus our Lord; 
and grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake, 
that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life, 
to the glory of thy holy Name. Amen.
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¶ The Officiant alone stands and says

The Almighty and merciful Lord grant you absolution  and remission of all your sins, 
true repentance, amendment of life, and the grace and consolation of his Holy Spirit.  
¶ People Amen.

 ¶ All stand

The Invitatory and Psalter

 Officiant O Lord, open thou our lips.
 People And our mouth shall show forth thy praise.

 All Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
   as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

 ¶ All say the Invitatory Canticle together, as follows

Invitatory Canticle               Venite, exultemus Psalm 95:1-7, 96:9, 13 

O come, let us sing unto the Lord; *
 let us heartily rejoice in the strength of our salvation.
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving, * 
 and show ourselves glad in him with psalms.

For the Lord is a great God, *
 and a great King above all gods.
In his hand are all the corners of the earth, * 
 and the strength of the hills is his also.
The sea is his and he made it, *
 and his hands prepared the dry land.
O come, let us worship and fall down * 
 and kneel before the Lord our Maker.
For he is the Lord our God, *
 and we are the people of his pasture 
  and the sheep of his hand.

O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; * 
 let the whole earth stand in awe of him.
For he cometh, for he cometh to judge the earth, * 
 and with righteousness to judge the world
  and the peoples with his truth.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

 ¶ All are then seated for the Psalm appointed for the day
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Psalm 84 Quam dilecta!  

O how amiable are thy dwellings, * 
 thou Lord of hosts!
 
My soul hath a desire and longing to enter into the courts of the Lord; * 
 my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God.
 
Yea, the sparrow hath found her an house, 
 and the swallow a nest, where she may lay her young; * 
  even thy altars, O Lord of hosts, my King and my God.
 
Blessed are they that dwell in thy house; * 
 they will be alway praising thee.
 
Blessed is the man whose strength is in thee; * 
 in whose heart are thy ways.
 
Who going through the vale of misery use it for a well; * 
 and the pools are filled with water.
 
They will go from strength to strength, * 
 and unto the God of Gods appeareth every one of them in Sion.
 
O Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer; * 
 hearken, O God of Jacob.
 
Behold, O God our defender, * 
 and look upon the face of thine anointed.
 
For one day in thy courts * 
 is better than a thousand.
 
I had rather be a door-keeper in the house of my God, * 
 than to dwell in the tents of unGodliness.
 
For the Lord God is a light and defence; * 
 the Lord will give grace and worship; 
  and no good thing shall he withhold from them that live a Godly life.
 
O Lord God of hosts, * 
 blessed is the man that putteth his trust in thee. 

 ¶ At the conclusion of the Psalmody the Gloria Patri is said by all

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
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The Lessons

The First Lesson Jeremiah 31:7-14

For thus says the Lord: “Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, and raise shouts for the chief 
of the nations; proclaim, give praise, and say, ‘The Lord has saved his people, the remnant of 
Israel.’ Behold, I will bring them from the north country, and gather them from the farthest 

parts of the earth, among them the blind and the lame, the woman with child and her who is in 
travail, together; a great company, they shall return here. With weeping they shall come, and with 
consolations I will lead them back, I will make them walk by brooks of water, in a straight path in 
which they shall not stumble; for I am a father to Israel, and E’phraim is my first-born. “Hear the 
word of the Lord, O nations, and declare it in the coastlands afar off; say, ‘He who scattered Israel 
will gather him, and will keep him as a shepherd keeps his flock.’ For the Lord has ransomed Jacob, 
and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him. They shall come and sing aloud on the height 
of Zion, and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the Lord, over the grain, the wine, and the 
oil, and over the young of the flock and the herd; their life shall be like a watered garden, and they 
shall languish no more. Then shall the maidens rejoice in the dance, and the young men and the old 
shall be merry. I will turn their mourning into joy, I will comfort them, and give them gladness for 
sorrow. I will feast the soul of the priests with abundance, and my people shall be satisfied with my 
goodness, says the Lord.”

 ¶ Following the Lesson, all stand for the Canticle

Canticle Te Deum laudamus 
 

We praise thee, O God; 
 we acknowledge thee to be the Lord. 
All the earth doth worship thee, the Father everlasting.
To thee all Angels cry aloud,
 the Heavens and all the Powers therein.
To thee Cherubim and Seraphim continually do cry:
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Sabaoth;
Heaven and earth are full of the majesty of thy glory. 
The glorious company of the apostles praise thee.
The goodly fellowship of the prophets praise thee.
The noble army of martyrs praise thee.
The holy Church throughout all the world doth acknowledge thee,
 the Father, of an infinite majesty, thine adorable, true, and only Son, 
 also the Holy Ghost the Comforter.
Thou art the King of glory, O Christ.
Thou art the everlasting Son of the Father.
When thou tookest upon thee to deliver man,
 thou didst humble thyself to be born of a Virgin.
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When thou hadst overcome the sharpness of death,
 thou didst open the kingdom of heaven to all believers.
Thou sittest at the right hand of God, in the glory of the Father. 
We believe that thou shalt come to be our judge.
We therefore pray thee, help thy servants,
 whom thou hast redeemed with thy precious blood. 
Make them to be numbered with thy saints,
 in glory everlasting.

 ¶ All are seated

The Second Lesson Matthew 2:1-12

Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, 
wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is he who has been born king 
of the Jews? For we have seen his star in the East, and have come to worship him.” When 

Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; and assembling all the chief 
priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. They told 
him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it is written by the prophet: ‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land 
of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who will 
govern my people Israel.’” Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them 
what time the star appeared; and he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for 
the child, and when you have found him bring me word, that I too may come and worship him.” 
When they had heard the king they went their way; and lo, the star which they had seen in the East 
went before them, till it came to rest over the place where the child was. When they saw the star, 
they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy; and going into the house they saw the child with Mary 
his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him 
gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they 
departed to their own country by another way. 

 ¶ Following the Lesson, all stand for the Canticle

Canticle Benedictus Dominus Deus Luke 1:68-79 

Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, *
 for he hath visited and redeemed his people;
And hath raised up a mighty salvation for us * 
 in the house of his servant David,
As he spake by the mouth of his holy prophets, * 
 which have been since the world began:
That we should be saved from our enemies, * 
 and from the hand of all that hate us;
To perform the mercy promised to our forefathers, * 
 and to remember his holy covenant;
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To perform the oath which he sware to our forefather Abraham, * 
 that he would give us,
That we being delivered out of the hand of our enemies * 
 might serve him without fear,
In holiness and righteousness before him, * 
 all the days of our life.

And thou, child, shalt be called the prophet of the Highest, * 
 for thou shalt go before the face of the Lord
  to prepare his ways;
To give knowledge of salvation unto his people *
 for the remission of their sins, 
Through the tender mercy of our God, *
 whereby the dayspring from on high hath visited us; 
To give light to them that sit in darkness
 and in the shadow of death, *
  and to guide our feet into the way of peace.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

 ¶ All remain standing for the Apostles’ Creed

The Apostles’ Creed
 
 ¶ Said by the Officiant and People together, all standing

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
 maker of heaven and earth;
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;
 who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
 born of the Virgin Mary,
 suffered under Pontius Pilate,
 was crucified, dead, and buried.
 He descended into hell.
 The third day he rose again from the dead.
 He ascended into heaven,
 and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty.
 From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost,
 the holy catholic Church,
 the communion of saints,
 the forgiveness of sins,
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen.
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The Prayers
 
 ¶ The Officiant and People say the following

 Officiant The Lord be with you.
 People And with thy spirit.
 Officiant Let us pray.

 ¶ Then the short form of the Lord’s Prayer is said by all, kneeling

Our Father, who art in heaven,
 hallowed be thy Name,
 thy kingdom come,
 thy will be done,
 on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
 as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
 but deliver us from evil.
  Amen.

 ¶ Then follow these Suffrages, said by the Officiant and People

 Officiant O Lord, show thy mercy upon us.
 People And grant us thy salvation.

 Officiant Endue thy ministers with righteousness.
 People And make thy chosen people joyful.

 Officiant Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;
 People For only in thee can we live in safety.

 Officiant Lord, keep this nation under thy care;
 People And guide us in the way of justice and truth.

 Officiant Let thy way be known upon earth;
 People Thy saving health among all nations.

 Officiant Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;
 People Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.

 Officiant Create in us clean hearts, O God;
 People And sustain us with thy Holy Spirit.
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The Collects

O God, who didst wonderfully create, and yet more wonderfully restore, the 
dignity of human nature: Grant that we may share the divine life of him who 
humbled himself to share our humanity, thy Son Jesus Christ; who liveth and 

reigneth with thee, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  ¶ People Amen. 

O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, who hast safely 
brought us to the beginning of this day: Defend us in the same with thy mighty 
power; and grant that this day we fall into no sin, neither run into any kind of 

danger; but that we, being ordered by thy governance, may do always what is righteous in 
thy sight; through Jesus Christ our Lord. ¶ People Amen. 

O God, who hast made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and didst send thy 
blessed Son to preach peace to those who are far off and to those who are near: 
Grant that people everywhere may seek after thee and find thee; bring the nations 

into thy fold; pour out thy Spirit upon all flesh; and hasten the coming of thy kingdom; 
through the same thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord. ¶ People Amen. 

The General Thanksgiving
 
 ¶ Said by the Officiant and People together

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we thine unworthy servants do give 
thee most humble and hearty thanks 

 for all thy goodness and loving-kindness 
 to us and to all men.
We bless thee for our creation, preservation,
 and all the blessings of this life;
 but above all for thine inestimable love
 in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ, 
 for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we beseech thee,
 give us that due sense of all thy mercies,
 that our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful;
 and that we show forth thy praise,
 not only with our lips, but in our lives,
 by giving up our selves to thy service,
 and by walking before thee
 in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord,
 to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost,
 be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen.

—  8  —



A Prayer of St. Chrysostom
 
 ¶ Said by the Officiant

Almighty God, who hast given us grace at this time with one accord to make 
our common supplication unto thee, and hast promised through thy well-beloved 
Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name thou wilt be in the 

midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, the desires and petitions of thy servants as may be 
best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of thy truth, and in the world to come life 
everlasting.  ¶ People Amen. 

 ¶ All stand

Benedicamus Domino 
 
 Officiant Let us bless the Lord. 
 People Thanks be to God. 

The Grace
¶ Officiant

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, 
 and the fellowship of the Holy Ghost, be with us all evermore. ¶ People Amen. 
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Hymn

Words: Reginald Heber (1783-1826), alt.
Music: Morning Star; James Proctor Harding (1850-1911) 
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Sermon  The Rev. Jamal Scarlett

Carol 

‘Twas in the moon of wintertime 
  when all the birds had fled, 
 that mighty Gitchi Manitou 
   0 sent angel choirs instead; 
Before their light the stars grew dim, 
  and wandering hunters heard the hymn: 
 ‘Jesus your King is born, 
   0 Jesus is born, In excelsis gloria.’ 

Within a lodge of broken bark 
  the tender babe was found, 
 A ragged robe of rabbit skin 
   0 enwrapped his beauty round; 
But as the hunter braves drew nigh, 
  the angel song rang loud and high: 
 ‘Jesus your King is born, 
   0 Jesus is born, In excelsis gloria.’ 

The earliest moon of wintertime 
  is not so round and fair 
 as was the ring of glory 
   0 on the helpless infant there. 
The chiefs from far before him knelt 
  with gifts of fox and beaver pelt. 
 ‘Jesus your King is born, 
   0 Jesus is born, In excelsis gloria.’ 

O children of the forest free, 
  O sons of Manitou, 
 the Holy Child of earth and heaven
    0 is born today for you. 
Come kneel before the radiant Boy 
  who brings you beauty, peace, and joy. 
 ‘Jesus your King is born, 
   0 Jesus is born, In excelsis gloria.’ 

Words: attr: Jean de Brébeuf, 1642
Music: Traditional French, arr. Robert Lehman
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Closing Prayers 

 Officiant The Lord be with you.
 People And with thy spirit.
 Officiant Let us pray.

 ¶ All kneel

 ¶ Then Prayers and Intercessions are offered
 

Most merciful God, for whose chosen handmaid and her Holy Babe there was 
no room at the inn at Bethlehem: Help us all by thy Spirit to make room for the 
Christ in our common days, that his peace and joy may fill our hearts, and his 

love flow through our lives to the blessing of others; for His name’s sake. ¶ People Amen

O God, remember in thy mercy the poor and needy, the widow and the fatherless, 
the stranger and the friendless, the sick and suffering and the dying. Relieve their 
needs, sanctify their sufferings, uphold their faith, and in due time bring them out 

of all their trouble; for the sake of thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord. ¶ People Amen.  

O God, who hast made us in thine own image and redeemed us through thy Son 
Jesus Christ: Look with compassion on the whole human family; take away the 
arrogance and hatred which infect our hearts; break down the walls that separate 

us; unite us in bonds of love; and work through our struggle and confusion to accomplish 
thy purposes on earth; that, in thy good time, all nations and races may serve thee in 
harmony around thy heavenly throne; through Jesus Christ our Lord. ¶ People Amen.

O God our Father, who by the glorious birth of thy Son didst enlighten the 
darkness of the world: We pray that the light of His presence may shine more and 
more in the lives of His people; that being filled with his spirit of goodwill, the 

nations may inherit that gift of peace which He came to bring. We ask this in the Name 
of Jesus Christ, our Lord. ¶ People Amen. 

Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of thy faithful 
people is governed and sanctified: Receive our supplications and prayers, which 
we offer before thee for all members of thy holy Church, that in their vocation and 

ministry they may truly and godly serve thee; through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
¶ People Amen. 
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The Christmas Blessing

May he who by his incarnation gathered into one things earthly and heavenly, 
fill you with the sweetness of inward grace and goodwill; And the blessing  of 
God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be amongst you and 

abide with you for ever.  ¶ People  Amen.

Liturgical Music

One of the chief resources for the large collection of French Christmas 
carols (or Noëls) is found in the settings for organ and/or harpsichord 
by Claude Balbastre (1724-1799). Portions of two of his Noëls bookend 
today’s liturgy: a portion of his rousing Tous les Bourgeois de Châtres 
opens the liturgy while it concludes with a portion of the composer’s 
fanfare-like setting of Au jô deu de pubelle.

The great Anglican hymn writer Reginald Heber (1783-1826) penned a 
series of hymns for the liturgical church year; Brightest and best of the stars 
of the morning he designated as being for the Feast of the Epiphany and 
intended it to be sung between the Creed and Sermon in the liturgy. While 
it uses natural imagery, its chief concern is to make clear what is acceptable 
worship as stated in Psalm 51:17: “The sacrifices of God are a broken 
spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, Thou wilt not despise.”

The hauntingly beautiful Huron Carol is of French-Canadian origin. It 
depicts the Nativity story through the eyes, customs, and practices of the 
native Huron people. Particularly striking is the reference to God (Gitchi 
Manitou), the shepherds depicted as hunters, and the image of the tribal 
chiefs – in the role of the traditional Magi – coming to the manger to offer 
their costly gifts.
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