
Opening Sentences 

 Officiant From the rising of the sun even unto the going down of the same my Name shall 
be great among the Gentiles, and in every place incense shall be offered unto my 
Name, and a pure offering: for my Name shall be great among the heathen, saith 
the Lord of hosts.     Malachi 1:11

Confession of Sin 
¶ The Officiant says

Dearly beloved, we have come together in the presence of Almighty God our 
heavenly Father, to render thanks for the great benefits that we have received at 
his hands, to set forth his most worthy praise, to hear his holy Word, and to ask, 

for ourselves and on behalf of others, those things that are necessary for our life and our 
salvation. And so that we may prepare ourselves in heart and mind to worship him, let us 
kneel in silence, and with penitent and obedient hearts confess our sins, that we may obtain 
forgiveness by his infinite goodness and mercy.

¶ Officiant and People, all kneeling

Almighty and most merciful Father, 
we have erred and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep, 
we have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts, 
we have offended against thy holy laws, 
we have left undone those things which we ought to have done, 
and we have done those things which we ought not to have done;
And there is no health in us. 
But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, 
spare thou those who confess their faults, 
restore thou those who are penitent, 
according to thy promises declared unto mankind in Christ Jesus our Lord; 
and grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake, 
that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life, 
to the glory of thy holy Name. Amen.
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¶ The Officiant alone stands and says

The Almighty and merciful Lord grant you absolution  and remission of all your sins, 
true repentance, amendment of life, and the grace and consolation of his Holy Spirit.  
¶ People Amen.

 ¶ All stand

The Invitatory and Psalter

 Officiant O Lord, open thou our lips.
 People And our mouth shall show forth thy praise.

 All Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
   as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

 ¶ All say the Invitatory Canticle together, as follows

Invitatory Canticle               Venite, exultemus Psalm 95:1-7, 96:9, 13 

O come, let us sing unto the Lord; *
 let us heartily rejoice in the strength of our salvation.
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving, * 
 and show ourselves glad in him with psalms.

For the Lord is a great God, *
 and a great King above all gods.
In his hand are all the corners of the earth, * 
 and the strength of the hills is his also.
The sea is his and he made it, *
 and his hands prepared the dry land.
O come, let us worship and fall down * 
 and kneel before the Lord our Maker.
For he is the Lord our God, *
 and we are the people of his pasture 
  and the sheep of his hand.

O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; * 
 let the whole earth stand in awe of him.
For he cometh, for he cometh to judge the earth, * 
 and with righteousness to judge the world
  and the peoples with his truth.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

 ¶ All are then seated for the Psalm appointed for the day
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Psalm 50:1–6  Deus deorum  

The Lord, even the Most Mighty God, hath spoken, * 
 and called the world, from the rising up of the sun unto the going down thereof.
 
Out of Sion hath God appeared * 
 in perfect beauty.
 
Our God shall come, and shall not keep silence; * 
 there shall go before him a consuming fire, 
  and a mighty tempest shall be stirred up round about him.
 
He shall call the heaven from above, * 
 and the earth, that he may judge his people.
 
Gather my saints together unto me; * 
 those that have made a covenant with me with sacrifice.
 
And the heavens shall declare his righteousness; * 
 for God is Judge himself.

 ¶ At the conclusion of the Psalmody the Gloria Patri is said by all

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Lessons

The First Lesson 2 Kings 2:1-12

Now when the Lord was about to take Eli’jah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Eli’jah and 
Eli’sha were on their way from Gilgal. And Eli’jah said to Eli’sha, “Tarry here, I pray you; 
for the Lord has sent me as far as Bethel.” But Eli’sha said, “As the Lord lives, and as you 

yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to Bethel. And the sons of the prophets who 
were in Bethel came out to Eli’sha, and said to him, “Do you know that today the Lord will take 
away your master from over you?” And he said, “Yes, I know it; hold your peace.” Eli’jah said to 
him, “Eli’sha, tarry here, I pray you; for the Lord has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As the Lord 
lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. The sons of the prophets 
who were at Jericho drew near to Eli’sha, and said to him, “Do you know that today the Lord will 
take away your master from over you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know it; hold your peace.” Then 
Eli’jah said to him, “Tarry here, I pray you; for the Lord has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, 
“As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. Fifty 
men of the sons of the prophets also went, and stood at some distance from them, as they both were 
standing by the Jordan. Then Eli’jah took his mantle, and rolled it up, and struck the water, and the 
water was parted to the one side and to the other, till the two of them could go over on dry ground. 
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When they had crossed, Eli’jah said to Eli’sha, “Ask what I shall do for you, before I am taken from 
you.” And Eli’sha said, “I pray you, let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” And he said, “You 
have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am being taken from you, it shall be so for you; but if 
you do not see me, it shall not be so.” And as they still went on and talked, behold, a chariot of fire 
and horses of fire separated the two of them. And Eli’jah went up by a whirlwind into heaven. And 
Eli’sha saw it and he cried, “My father, my father! the chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” And he 
saw him no more. Then he took hold of his own clothes and rent them in two pieces. 

 ¶ Following the Lesson, all stand for the Canticle

Canticle Benedictus Dominus Deus Luke 1:68-79 

Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, *
 for he hath visited and redeemed his people;
And hath raised up a mighty salvation for us * 
 in the house of his servant David,
As he spake by the mouth of his holy prophets, * 
 which have been since the world began:
That we should be saved from our enemies, * 
 and from the hand of all that hate us;
To perform the mercy promised to our forefathers, * 
 and to remember his holy covenant;
To perform the oath which he sware to our forefather Abraham, * 
 that he would give us,
That we being delivered out of the hand of our enemies * 
 might serve him without fear,
In holiness and righteousness before him, * 
 all the days of our life.

And thou, child, shalt be called the prophet of the Highest, * 
 for thou shalt go before the face of the Lord
  to prepare his ways;
To give knowledge of salvation unto his people *
 for the remission of their sins, 
Through the tender mercy of our God, *
 whereby the dayspring from on high hath visited us; 
To give light to them that sit in darkness
 and in the shadow of death, *
  and to guide our feet into the way of peace.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

 ¶ All are seated
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The Second Lesson Mark 9:2-9

And after six days Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a 
high mountain apart by themselves; and he was transfigured before them, and his garments 
became glistening, intensely white, as no fuller on earth could bleach them. And there 

appeared to them Eli’jah with Moses; and they were talking to Jesus. And Peter said to Jesus, 
“Master, it is well that we are here; let us make three booths, one for you and one for Moses and 
one for Eli’jah.” For he did not know what to say, for they were exceedingly afraid. And a cloud 
overshadowed them, and a voice came out of the cloud, “This is my beloved Son; listen to him.” 
And suddenly looking around they no longer saw any one with them but Jesus only. And as they 
were coming down the mountain, he charged them to tell no one what they had seen, until the Son 
of man should have risen from the dead. 

 ¶ Following the Lesson, all stand for the Canticle

Canticle Te Deum laudamus 
 

We praise thee, O God; 
 we acknowledge thee to be the Lord. 
All the earth doth worship thee, the Father everlasting.
To thee all Angels cry aloud,
 the Heavens and all the Powers therein.
To thee Cherubim and Seraphim continually do cry:
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Sabaoth;
Heaven and earth are full of the majesty of thy glory. 
The glorious company of the apostles praise thee.
The goodly fellowship of the prophets praise thee.
The noble army of martyrs praise thee.
The holy Church throughout all the world doth acknowledge thee,
 the Father, of an infinite majesty, thine adorable, true, and only Son, 
 also the Holy Ghost the Comforter.
Thou art the King of glory, O Christ.
Thou art the everlasting Son of the Father.
When thou tookest upon thee to deliver man,
 thou didst humble thyself to be born of a Virgin.
When thou hadst overcome the sharpness of death,
 thou didst open the kingdom of heaven to all believers.
Thou sittest at the right hand of God, in the glory of the Father. 
We believe that thou shalt come to be our judge.
We therefore pray thee, help thy servants,
 whom thou hast redeemed with thy precious blood. 
Make them to be numbered with thy saints,
 in glory everlasting.
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 ¶ All remain standing for the Apostles’ Creed

The Apostles’ Creed
 
 ¶ Said by the Officiant and People together, all standing

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
 maker of heaven and earth;
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;
 who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
 born of the Virgin Mary,
 suffered under Pontius Pilate,
 was crucified, dead, and buried.
 He descended into hell.
 The third day he rose again from the dead.
 He ascended into heaven,
 and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty.
 From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost,
 the holy catholic Church,
 the communion of saints,
 the forgiveness of sins,
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers
 
 ¶ The Officiant and People say the following

 Officiant The Lord be with you.
 People And with thy spirit.
 Officiant Let us pray.

 ¶ Then the short form of the Lord’s Prayer is said by all, kneeling

Our Father, who art in heaven,
 hallowed be thy Name,
 thy kingdom come,
 thy will be done,
 on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
 as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
 but deliver us from evil.
  Amen.
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 ¶ Then follow these Suffrages, said by the Officiant and People

 Officiant O Lord, show thy mercy upon us.
 People And grant us thy salvation.

 Officiant Endue thy ministers with righteousness.
 People And make thy chosen people joyful.

 Officiant Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;
 People For only in thee can we live in safety.

 Officiant Lord, keep this nation under thy care;
 People And guide us in the way of justice and truth.

 Officiant Let thy way be known upon earth;
 People Thy saving health among all nations.

 Officiant Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;
 People Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.

 Officiant Create in us clean hearts, O God;
 People And sustain us with thy Holy Spirit.

The Collects

O God, who before the passion of thy only-begotten Son didst reveal his glory 
upon the holy mount: Grant unto us that we, beholding by faith the light of 
his countenance, may be strengthened to bear our cross, and be changed into 

his likeness from glory to glory; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and 
reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. ¶ People Amen. 

O God, who art the author of peace and lover of concord, in knowledge of 
whom standeth our eternal life, whose service is perfect freedom: Defend us, thy 
humble servants, in all assaults of our enemies; that we, surely trusting in thy 

defense, may not fear the power of any adversaries; through the might of Jesus Christ our 
Lord. ¶ People Amen. 

O God, who hast made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and didst send 
thy blessed Son to preach peace to those who are far off and to those who are 
near: Grant that people everywhere may seek after thee and find thee; bring the 

nations into thy fold; pour out thy Spirit upon all flesh; and hasten the coming of thy 
kingdom; through the same thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord. ¶ People Amen. 
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The General Thanksgiving
 
 ¶ Said by the Officiant and People together

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we thine unworthy servants do give 
thee most humble and hearty thanks 

 for all thy goodness and loving-kindness 
 to us and to all men.
We bless thee for our creation, preservation,
 and all the blessings of this life;
 but above all for thine inestimable love
 in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ, 
 for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we beseech thee,
 give us that due sense of all thy mercies,
 that our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful;
 and that we show forth thy praise,
 not only with our lips, but in our lives,
 by giving up our selves to thy service,
 and by walking before thee
 in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord,
 to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost,
 be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen.

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom
 
 ¶ Said by the Officiant

Almighty God, who hast given us grace at this time with one accord to make 
our common supplication unto thee, and hast promised through thy well-beloved 
Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name thou wilt be in the 

midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, the desires and petitions of thy servants as may be 
best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of thy truth, and in the world to come life 
everlasting.  ¶ People Amen. 

 ¶ All stand

Benedicamus Domino 
 
 Officiant Let us bless the Lord. 
 People Thanks be to God. 
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The Grace
¶ Officiant

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, 
 and the fellowship of the Holy Ghost, be with us all evermore. ¶ People Amen. 

Hymn

Words: Latin, 15th c.; tr. after John Mason Neale (1818-1866) alt.
Music: Wareham, melody William Knapp (1698-1768), alt.; 
 harm. after James Turle (1802-1882)
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Sermon  The Rev. Dr. Stewart Douglas Clem

Anthem
 

O nata lux de lumine,  O Light of light, by love inclined,
 Jesu redemptor saeculi,  Jesu, redeemer of mankind,
Dignare clemens supplicum With loving-kindness deign to hear
 Laudes preces que sumere.  From suppliant voices praise and prayer.
Qui carne quondam contegi Thou who to raise our souls from hell
 Dignatus es properditis.  Didst deign in fleshly form to dwell,
Nos membra confer effici, Vouchsafe us, when our race is run,
 Tui beati corporis.  In thy fair Body to be one.

Words: Office Hymn for the Transfiguration
Music: Thomas Tallis (c. 1505–1585)

Closing Prayers 

 Officiant The Lord be with you.
 People And with thy spirit.
 Officiant Let us pray.

 ¶ All kneel

 ¶ Then Prayers and Intercessions are offered
 

Almighty and everliving God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth, we beseech 
thee hear our prayers for this church family. Strengthen the faithful, arouse the 
careless, and restore the penitent. Grant us all things necessary for our common life, 

and bring us all to be of one heart and mind within thy holy Church; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. ¶ People Amen.

Heavenly Father, giver of life and health: Comfort and relieve thy sick servants, 
and give thy power of healing to those who minister to their needs, that those for 
whom our prayers are offered may be strengthened in their weakness and have 

confidence in thy loving care; through Jesus Christ our Lord. ¶ People Amen. 
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Almighty God, who hast given us this good land for our heritage: We humbly 
beseech thee that we may always prove ourselves a people mindful of thy favor and 
glad to do thy will. Bless our land with honorable industry, sound learning, and pure 

manners. Save us from violence, discord, and confusion; from pride and arrogance, and 
from every evil way. Defend our liberties, and fashion into one united people the multitudes 
brought hither out of many kindreds and tongues. Endue with the spirit of wisdom those 
to whom in thy Name we entrust the authority of government, that there may be justice 
and peace at home, and that, through obedience to thy law, we may show forth thy praise 
among the nations of the earth. In the time of prosperity, fill our hearts with thankfulness, 
and in the day of trouble, suffer not our trust in thee to fail; all which we ask through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. ¶ People Amen. 

O God, the creator and preserver of all mankind, we humbly beseech thee for 
all sorts and conditions of men; that thou wouldest be pleased to make thy ways 
known unto them, thy saving health unto all nations. More especially we pray for 

thy holy Church universal; that it may be so guided and governed by thy good Spirit, that 
all who profess and call themselves Christians may be led into the way of truth, and hold 
the faith in unity of spirit, in the bond of peace, and in righteousness of life. Finally, we 
commend to thy fatherly goodness all those who are in any ways afflicted or distressed, in 
mind, body, or estate; that it may please thee to comfort and relieve them according to their 
several necessities, giving them patience under their sufferings, and a happy issue out of all 
their afflictions. And this we beg for Jesus Christ’s sake. ¶ People Amen. 

O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the multitude of your 
mercies, look with compassion upon us and all who turn to you for help; for you are 
gracious, O lover of souls, and to you we give glory, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

now and for ever. ¶ People Amen. 

The Blessing

Go forth into the world in peace; be of good courage; hold fast to that which 
is good; render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the 
weak; help the afflicted; honour everyone; and the blessing of God Almighty,  

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be amongst you, and remain with you always. 
¶ People Amen.
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Liturgical Music

This morning’s liturgy begins with a short Prélude by French organist and composer Louis 
Vierne (1870-1937). Drawn from his Twenty-Four Pieces in Free Style and arranged for 
chamber orchestra, the piece conjures images of a stroll on a bright, pleasant day with a 
surprise on the horizon – the very picture of the dazzling transfiguration experience that was 
to come.

Today’s hymn, capturing the themes of the Last Sunday after the Epiphany (and the Feast of 
the Transfiguration) was included in the 14th-century Sarum Breviary, the book of prayers 
to be offered throughout the day. It focuses on today’s Gospel narrative.

Thomas Tallis (c. 1505-1585) existed in the tumultuous times of the English Reformation 
and was at the center of the upheavals of the time. As a member of the Chapel Royal, he 
was caught between the Catholicism of Queen Mary and the reforms of Edward VI. Walking 
a fine line and writing in both Latin and English, the Latin Transfiguration hymn sung this 
morning employs the language of the Catholics within the simple musical vocabulary of the 
Reformers.

Charles Tournemire (1870-1939), also a French organist and composer was an exact 
contemporary of Louis Vierne. Informed by the Schola Cantorum movement in Paris, most 
of his organ music is intended for liturgical use. The liturgy closes with three very short 
Preces (Prayers) which serve as a musical summation of the mystical experience at the center 
of today’s liturgy.


