
Confirmation and Pontifical Eucharist

¶ All stand as the Bishop and other Ministers enter

Acclamation

 Bishop Blessed be God:  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
 People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

¶ The Bishop then continues

 Bishop There is one Body and one Spirit; 
 People There is one hope in God’s call to us; 

 Bishop One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism; 
 People One God and Father of all.

The Collect of the Day

 Bishop The Lord be with you.
 People And also with you.
 Bishop Let us pray.

Keep, O Lord, your household the Church in your steadfast faith and love, that 
through your grace we may proclaim your truth with boldness, and minister your justice 
with compassion; for the sake of our Savior Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. ¶ People  Amen.

¶ Then all are seated
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The Word of God  

The Lesson Ezekiel 17:22-24

Thus says the Lord God: “I myself will take a sprig from the lofty top of the cedar, and 
will set it out; I will break off from the topmost of its young twigs a tender one, and I 
myself will plant it upon a high and lofty mountain; on the mountain height of Israel will 

I plant it, that it may bring forth boughs and bear fruit, and become a noble cedar; and under it 
will dwell all kinds of beasts; in the shade of its branches birds of every sort will nest. And all the 
trees of the field shall know that I the Lord bring low the high tree, and make high the low tree, 
dry up the green tree, and make the dry tree flourish. I the Lord have spoken, and I will do it.” 

 Reader  The Word of the Lord.
 People  Thanks be to God.

¶ All stand for the reading of the Gospel

The Gospel Mark 4:26-34

 Gospeler   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.
 People  Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, “The kingdom of God is as if a man should scatter seed upon the ground, and 
should sleep and rise night and day, and the seed should sprout and grow, he knows not how. 
The earth produces of itself, first the blade, then the ear, then the full grain in the ear. But 

when the grain is ripe, at once he puts in the sickle, because the harvest has come.” And he said, 
“With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable shall we use for it? It is like 
a grain of mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on 
earth; yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large 
branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.” With many such parables he 
spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it; he did not speak to them without a parable, 
but privately to his own disciples he explained everything. 

 Gospeler  The Gospel of the Lord.
 People  Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Sermon  The Right Reverend Deon Kevin Johnson
BISHOP OF MISSOURI
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Presentation and Examination of the Candidates

¶ The Bishop says

The Candidates will now be presented.

 Presenters I present these persons for Confirmation.
 or I present these persons to be received into this Communion.
 or I present these persons who desire to reaffirm their baptismal vows.

¶ After the Candidates are presented, the Bishop addresses the Candidates

 Bishop Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil?
 Candidates I do.

 Bishop Do you renew your commitment to Jesus Christ?
 Candidates I do, and with God’s grace I will follow him as my Savior and Lord.

¶ Then the Bishop addresses the Congregation

 Bishop Will you who witness these vows do all in your power 
   to support these persons in their life in Christ? 
 People We will.

¶ The Bishop then says these or similar words 

Let us join with those who are committing themselves to Christ 
 and renew our own baptismal covenant.

¶ All stand 

The Baptismal Covenant

 Bishop Do you believe in God the Father? 
 People I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 Bishop Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
 People I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

   He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
    and born of the Virgin Mary. 
   He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
    was crucified, died, and was buried. 
   He descended to the dead. 
   On the third day he rose again. 
   He ascended into heaven, 
    and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

   He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
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 Bishop Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
 People I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
   the holy catholic Church, 
   the communion of saints, 
   the forgiveness of sins, 
   the resurrection of the body, 
   and the life everlasting.

 Bishop Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the 
  breaking of bread, and in the prayers? 
 People I will, with God’s help.  

 Bishop Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, 
  repent and return to the Lord? 
 People I will, with God’s help.  

 Bishop Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 
 People I will, with God’s help.  

 Bishop Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? 
 People I will, with God’s help.  

 Bishop Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, 
   and respect the dignity of every human being? 
 People I will, with God’s help.  

Prayers for the Candidates

¶ The Bishop then says to the Congregation

Let us now pray for these persons who have renewed their commitment to Christ.

¶ The Choir sings the following petitions

 V. Deliver them, O Lord, from the way of sin and death. 
 R. Lord, hear our prayer.

 V. Open their hearts to your grace and truth. 
 R. Lord, hear our prayer.

 V. Fill them with your holy and life-giving Spirit. 
 R. Lord, hear our prayer.

 V. Keep them in the faith and communion of your holy Church. 
 R. Lord, hear our prayer.

 V. Teach them to love others in the power of the Spirit.
 R. Lord, hear our prayer.

 V. Send them into the world in witness to your love. 
 R. Lord, hear our prayer.
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 V. Bring them to the fullness of your peace and glory. 
 R. Lord, hear our prayer.

¶ Then the Bishop says

Almighty God, we thank you that by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ 
you have overcome sin and brought us to yourself, and that by the sealing of your Holy 
Spirit you have bound us to your service. Renew in these your servants the covenant you 

made with them at their Baptism. Send them forth in the power of that Spirit to perform the service 
you set before them; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  ¶ People  Amen. 

¶ All may then be seated

¶ The Candidates then approach the Bishop who lays hands upon them and prays for each; the People 
respond to each prayer with “Amen”

¶ When all have been Confirmed and Received, the Bishop says

A lmighty and everliving God, let your fatherly hand ever be over these your servants; 
let your Holy Spirit ever be with them; and so lead them in the knowledge and obedience 
of your Word, that they may serve you in this life, and dwell with you in the life to come; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. ¶ People  Amen.  

¶ All stand

The Peace   

 Bishop The peace of the Lord be always with you.
 People And also with you.

¶ Then the Ministers and People greet one another in the name of the Lord

Announcements   

The Holy Communion  

Anthem at the Offertory

O Lord, give thy Holy Spirit into our hearts, and lighten our understanding, that we may 
dwell in the fear of thy name all the days of our life: that we may know thee, the only 
true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent.

Words: Lidley’s Prayers, 1566
Music: Thomas Tallis (c. 1505–1585)
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The Great Thanksgiving

 Bishop The Lord be with you.
 People And also with you.

 Bishop Lift up your hearts.
 People We lift them to the Lord.

 Bishop Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
 People It is right to give him thanks and praise.

¶ Then, facing the Holy Table, the Bishop proceeds

It is truly right to glorify you, Father, and to give you thanks; for you alone are God, living and 
true, dwelling in light inaccessible from before time and for ever. 

Fountain of life and source of all goodness, you made all things and fill them with your blessing; 
you created them to rejoice in the splendor of your radiance. 

Countless throngs of angels stand before you to serve you night and day; and, beholding the 
glory of your presence, they offer you unceasing praise. Joining with them, and giving voice to 
every creature under heaven, we acclaim you, and glorify your Name, as we sing,

¶ Bishop and People

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed  is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

¶ The Bishop continues

W e acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power. Your mighty works reveal your 
wisdom and love. You formed us in your own image, giving the whole world 
into our care, so that, in obedience to you, our Creator, we might rule and serve 

all your creatures. When our disobedience took us far from you, you did not abandon us to 
the power of death. In your mercy you came to our help, so that in seeking you we might 
find you. Again and again you called us into covenant with you, and through the prophets 
you taught us to hope for salvation.

Father, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of time you sent your only Son 
to be our Savior. Incarnate by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, he lived as one of 
us, yet without sin. To the poor he proclaimed the good news of salvation; to prisoners, 
freedom; to the sorrowful, joy. To fulfill your purpose he gave himself up to death; and, 
rising from the grave, destroyed death, and made the whole creation new. 

And, that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for him who died and rose for us, he 
sent the Holy Spirit, his own first gift for those who believe, to complete his work in the 
world, and to bring to fulfillment the sanctification of all.
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When the hour had come for him to be glorified by you, his heavenly Father, having loved 
his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end; at supper with them he took 
bread, and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and 
said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of 
me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
and said, “Drink this, all of you. This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed 
for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 

Father, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption. Recalling Christ’s death and 
his descent among the dead, proclaiming his resurrection and ascension to your right 
hand, awaiting his coming in glory; and offering to you his body and blood, the acceptable 
sacrifice which brings salvation to the whole world, we praise you and we bless you.

¶ Bishop and People

We praise you, we bless you,
we give thanks to you,
and we pray to you, Lord our God.

¶ Then the Bishop continues

Lord, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy Spirit may descend  upon us, and 
upon these gifts, sanctifying them and showing them to be holy gifts for your holy people, the 
bread of life and the cup of salvation, the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 

Grant that all who share this bread and cup may become one body and one spirit, a living 
sacrifice in Christ, to the praise of your Name. 

Remember, Lord, your one holy catholic and apostolic Church, redeemed by the blood of your 
Christ. Reveal its unity, guard its faith, and preserve it in peace. 

And grant that we may find our inheritance with the Blessed Virgin Mary, with patriarchs, 
prophets, apostles, and martyrs, with Blessed Michael and All Angels, Blessed George, and all 
the saints who have found favor with you in ages past. We praise you in union with them and 
give you glory through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all honor and glory are yours, Almighty 
God and Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, for ever and ever. ¶ All  AMEN.
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¶ The Bishop says

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

¶ Bishop and People

Our Father, who art in heaven,
 hallowed be thy Name,
 thy kingdom come,
 thy will be done,
  on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
 as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
 but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,

 for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread 
¶ The Bishop breaks the Bread and a period of silence is kept; then is said

 
 Bishop Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
 People Therefore let us keep the feast.

The Invitation and Ministration of Communion
¶ The Bishop, facing the People, says

The Gifts of God for the People of God.

¶ and may add

Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, 
with thanksgiving.

¶  All Christians baptized with water in the Name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are welcome 
to receive Holy Communion. Please follow the directions of the Ushers on when to come forward. 
Please continue to wear your mask and, to maintain distancing, form a single file line at six-foot 
intervals in household units. To receive the Bread, extend your palms, crossed and upward; then 
return to your seat, then consume the Bread.

¶  Holy Communion will be offered in one kind only.

¶  Those who do not wish to receive Holy Communion may come forward for a blessing; please indicate 
this to the Bishop by crossing your arms over your chest.
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Hymn at the Communion     ¶ Sung by the Choir alone

Come, thou Holy Spirit bright;
  come with thy celestial light;
 pour on us thy love divine.
Come, protector of the poor;
  come, thou source of blessings sure;
   come within our hearts to shine.

Thou, of comforters the best,
  thou, the soul’s most welcome guest,
 of our peace thou art the sign.
In our labor, be our aid;
  in our summer, cooling shade.
   Every bitter hear refine.

Brighter than the noonday sun,
  fill our lives which Christ has won;
 fill our hearts and make them thine.
Where thou art not, we have nought:
  all our word and deed and thought
   twisted from thy true design.

Bend the stubborn heart and will;
  melt the frozen, warm the chill;
 rule us by thy judgment’s line.
Cleanse us with thy healing power;
  what is barren bring to flower;
   to thy love our sins consign.

To thy people who adore
  and confess thee evermore,
 thy blest sevenfold gift assign.
Grant us thy salvation, Lord,
  boundless mercy our reward,
   joys which earth heaven entwine. 

Words: Charles P. Price. Music: From Liedboek Voor De Kerken, 1973 Interkerkelijke Stichting 
voor het Kerkelied

Music: Palm Beach; Gerre Hancock (1934-2012)
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The Postcommunion Prayer

¶ The Bishop says

Let us pray.  

¶ The People kneel

¶ Bishop and People

Almighty and everliving God, 
we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food 
of the most precious Body and Blood 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries 
that we are living members of the Body of your Son, 
and heirs of your eternal kingdom. 
And now, Father, send us out 
to do the work you have given us to do, 
to love and serve you 
as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. 
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

The Pontifical Blessing    

 Bishop Our help is in the name of the Lord.
 People The maker of heaven and earth.

 Bishop Blessed be the name of the Lord.
 People From this time forth for evermore.

The blessing,  mercy, and grace of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be upon you and remain with you for ever. ¶ People Amen.

¶ All stand

¶ The Bishop and People say this Prayer together

Lord of the Feast, we thank you for gathering us as your people. We call to remembrance 
the many times we have been fed at your table and we lament our distance now. Be present 
Lord Jesus as you were present with your disciples, be known to us in the breaking of the 

bread, and may your Holy Spirit sustain us and all your Church until we can gather together 
again. We ask this for the sake of your love. Amen.

The Dismissal 
 Deacon Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 
 People Thanks be to God.

       • • • 

The flowers at the High Altar are given in thanksgiving
for the confirmation of Timothy Solberg and John Ansehl.
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This Morning’s Liturgy  

†  Thomas Tallis navigated the vicissitudes of the English Reformation by composing music 
for the English Church in both Latin and English depending upon who was occupying 
the throne. His short anthem O Lord, give thy Holy Spirit is a short invocation composed 
during the reign of Elizabeth I. • The hymn sung at the Communion appears in The 
Hymnal 1982 with two tunes. The tune Palm Beach was composed for this text by the 
eminent church musician Gerre Hancock for a conference of the Association of Anglican 
Musicians in that city in 2000.

†  Colors play an important part of the worship of the Church. They change according 
to the seasons of the Church year and the liturgical tasks at hand. The colors worn 
at the Church of St. Michael & St. George are drawn from colors worn in England 
before the Reformation. The color red symbolizes fire, blood, passion, and spiritual 
awakening. Red is worn for Palm Sunday, the Feast of Pentecost, other feasts of Apostles 
and Martyrs, and for Confirmation and Ordinations.



¶ The Congregation remains standing as the Bishop and Ministers retire

A festive reception to honor the Bishop and the new Confirmands 
follows outside on the Ellenwood lawn (weather permitting) to which all are cordially invited.

PLEASE FOLLOW THE DIRECTIONS OF THE USHERS FOR DEPARTURE.

You may take these leaflets home, but do not leave them in the seats.
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