
The Holy Eucharist
¶ The service follows the Order for Holy Eucharist 

beginning on page 323 of The Book of Common Prayer 

¶ The musical setting of the Mass Ordinary is the
Advent Mass on Picardy of Robert Lehman

Organ Voluntary     

Choralvorspiel: Es ist ein Ros’ entsprungen  Johannes Brahms 
(1833–1897)

Hymn at the Procession      59 Merton

As we continue in this season of waiting, this hymn reminds us that the long 
expected Christ is nigh and to cast away the works of darkness.

Acclamation
 Celebrant Blessed  be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
 People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.
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The Collect for Purity 

 ¶ The Celebrant says

Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires 
known, and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts 
of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy Name; through Christ 
our Lord. ¶ People Amen. 

Kyrie eleison     ¶ Sung by all

The Collect of the Day

 Celebrant The Lord be with you.
 People And with thy spirit.
 Celebrant Let us pray.

S tir up thy power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; 
and, because we are sorely hindered by our sins, let thy bountiful 
grace and mercy speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord, to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, be honor and glory, 
world without end.  ¶ People Amen. 

¶ Then all are seated
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The Word of God  
The Lesson  Zephaniah 3:14-20

S ing aloud, O daughter of Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all your 
heart, O daughter of Jerusalem! The Lord has taken away the judgments against you, 
he has cast out your enemies. The King of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst; you shall 

fear evil no more. On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: “Do not fear, O Zion; let not 
your hands grow weak. The Lord, your God, is in your midst, a warrior who gives victory; 
he will rejoice over you with gladness, he will renew you in his love; he will exult over 
you with loud singing as on a day of festival. I will remove disaster from you, so that you 
will not bear reproach for it. Behold, at that time I will deal with all your oppressors. And 
I will save the lame and gather the outcast, and I will change their shame into praise and 
renown in all the earth. At that time I will bring you home, at the time when I gather you 
together; yea, I will make you renowned and praised among all the peoples of the earth, 
when I restore your fortunes before your eyes,” says the Lord.

 Reader  The Word of the Lord.
 People  Thanks be to God.

¶ All remain seated for the reading of the Canticle that follows

Canticle         Ecce Deus Isaiah 12:2-6 

¶ The first half of each verse is sung by the Precentor; the second half is sung by all

Behold, God is my sal•vation; *
 I will trust, and not be afraid:

For the Lord God is my strength and • my song; *
 he also is become my salvation.

Therefore with joy shall ye draw • water *
 out of the wells of salvation.

And in that day • shall ye say, *
 Praise the Lord, call upon his Name,
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Declare his doings a-mong the • people, *
 make mention that his name is exalted.

Sing unto the Lord; for he hath done • great things: *
 this is known in all the earth.

Cry out and shout, thou in-habitants of • Zion: *
 for great is the Holy One of Israel in the midst of thee.

The Epistle Philippians 4:4-7

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let all men know your 
forbearance. The Lord is at hand. Have no anxiety about anything, but in 
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made 

known to God. And the peace of God, which passes all understanding, will keep your 
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

 Reader  The Word of the Lord.
 People  Thanks be to God.

¶ All stand for the singing of the Hymn and Gospel Procession

Hymn at the Sequence     72 Richmond

As we examine ourselves and prepare our hearts for the birth of Christ, this hymn 
tells us that we are lost in sin and death, but Jesus has come to free the prisoners, 
clear the mind from the cloud of sin, heal the hearts broken by sin’s destruction, and 
we lift our Hosannas to the Prince of Peace.
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The Gospel Luke 3:7-18

 Gospeler   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
 People  Glory be to thee, O Lord.

John said therefore to the multitudes that came out to be baptized by him, “You 
brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruits that befit 

repentance, and do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father’; for 
I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even now the 
axe is laid to the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut 
down and thrown into the fire.” And the multitudes asked him, “What then shall we do?” 
And he answered them, “He who has two coats, let him share with him who has none; 
and he who has food, let him do likewise.” Tax collectors also came to be baptized, and 
said to him, “Teacher, what shall we do?” And he said to them, “Collect no more than 
is appointed you.” Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what shall we do?” And he said to 
them, “Rob no one by violence or by false accusation, and be content with your wages.” 
As the people were in expectation, and all men questioned in their hearts concerning John, 
whether perhaps he were the Christ, John answered them all, “I baptize you with water; 
but he who is mightier than I is coming, the thong of whose sandals I am not worthy to 
untie; he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. His winnowing fork is in his 
hand, to clear his threshing floor, and to gather the wheat into his granary, but the chaff 
he will burn with unquenchable fire.” So, with many other exhortations, he preached good 
news to the people. 

 Gospeler  The Gospel of the Lord.
 People  Praise be to thee, O Christ.

Sermon The Rev. Andrew John Archie

¶ Following the Sermon, all stand and say together
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The Nicene Creed  

I believe in one God,
 the Father Almighty,
 maker of heaven and earth,
 and of all things visible and invisible;

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
 the only-begotten Son of God,
 begotten of his Father before all worlds,
 God of God, Light of Light,
 very God of very God,
 begotten, not made,
 being of one substance with the Father;
 by whom all things were made;
 who for us men and for our salvation
  came down from heaven,
 and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary,
  and was made man;
 and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate;
 he suffered and was buried;
 and the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures,
 and ascended into heaven,
 and sitteth on the right hand of the Father;
 and he shall come again, with glory,
  to judge both the quick and the dead;
 whose kingdom shall have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Ghost the Lord, and Giver of Life,
 who proceedeth from the Father and the Son;
 who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped
  and glorified;
 who spake by the Prophets.
 And I believe one holy Catholic and Apostolic Church;
 I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins;
 and I look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen.

¶ All kneel
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The Prayers of the People  

¶ The Deacon says these Prayers

Almighty and everliving God, who in thy holy Word hast taught 
us to make prayers, and supplications, and to give thanks for all men: 
Receive these our prayers which we offer unto thy divine Majesty, 

beseeching thee to inspire continually the Universal Church with the spirit of 
truth, unity, and concord; and grant that all those who do confess thy holy 
Name may agree in the truth of thy holy Word, and live in unity and godly 
love. 

Give grace, O heavenly Father, to all bishops and other ministers, that they 
may, both by their life and doctrine, set forth thy true and lively Word, and 
rightly and duly administer thy holy Sacraments. 

And to all thy people give thy heavenly grace, and especially to this 
congregation here present; that, with meek heart and due reverence, they 
may hear and receive thy holy Word, truly serving thee in holiness and 
righteousness all the days of their life. 

We beseech thee also so to rule the hearts of those who bear the authority 
of government in this and every land, that they may be led to wise decisions 
and right actions for the welfare and peace of the world. 

Open, O Lord, the eyes of all people to behold thy gracious hand in all thy 
works, that, rejoicing in thy whole creation, they may honor thee with their 
substance, and be faithful stewards of thy bounty. 

And we most humbly beseech thee, of thy goodness, O Lord, to comfort 
and succor all those who, in this transitory life, are in trouble, sorrow, need, 
sickness, or any other adversity. 

And we also bless  thy holy Name for all thy servants departed this life in 
thy faith and fear, beseeching thee to grant them continual growth in thy 
love and service; and to grant us grace so to follow the good examples of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, Blessed Michael and All Angels, Blessed George, and of 
all thy saints, that with them we may be partakers of thy heavenly kingdom. 

Grant these our prayers, O Father, for Jesus Christ’s sake, our only Mediator 
and Advocate. ¶ People Amen.
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Confession of Sin 

¶ Celebrant and People

Almighty God,
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
 maker of all things, judge of all men:
We acknowledge and bewail our manifold sins and wickedness,
 which we from time to time most grievously have committed,
 by thought, word, and deed, against thy divine Majesty,
 provoking most justly thy wrath and indignation against us.
We do earnestly repent,
 and are heartily sorry for these our misdoings;
 the remembrance of them is grievous unto us,
 the burden of them is intolerable.
 Have mercy upon us,
 have mercy upon us, most merciful Father;
 for thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake,
 forgive us all that is past;
 and grant that we may ever hereafter
 serve and please thee in newness of life,
 to the honor and glory of thy Name;
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

¶ Then the Celebrant stands, pronounces Absolution

A lmighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath 
promised forgiveness of sins to all those who with hearty repentance 
and true faith turn unto him, have mercy upon you,  pardon 

and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all 
goodness, and bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
¶ People Amen.

¶ The Celebrant may then say one or more of the following Comfortable Words

Hear the Word of God to all who truly turn to him.  
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Come unto me, all ye that travail and are heavy laden, and I will refresh you.      
Matthew 11:28

God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, to the end that 
all that believe in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.      
John 3:16

This is a true saying, and worthy of all men to be received, that Christ Jesus 
came into the world to save sinners.   
1 Timothy 1:15

If any man sin, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 
righteous; and he is the perfect offering for our sins, and not for ours only, 
but for the sins of the whole world.     
1 John 2:1–2

¶ All stand

The Peace  
 Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
 People And with thy spirit.

¶ Then the Ministers and People greet one another in the name of the Lord; 
This may be done with a wave or a bow; please observe social distancing and 
refrain from physical contact with those from outside your household

Announcements  
The Church of St. Michael & St. George is grateful for the generosity of all visitors and 
parishioners who donate as part of the weekly offertory. If you wish, please place your 
donation in the collection plate or use the QR code below to give online. These gifts are 
used to support our parish in addition to our annual commitments from our parishioners.



The Holy Communion
Anthem at the Offertory
 

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the lands.
Serve the Lord with gladness and come into his presence with singing.  
Know that the Lord is God.  
It is he that made us, and we are his; 
We are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.  
Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise.  
Give thanks to him, bless his name.

Words: Psalm 100 
Music: Colin Mawby (1936–2019)

¶ Following the singing of the Anthem, all stand to sing

Hymn at the Presentation    Veni, veni Emmanuel

O come, thou Dayspring from on high,
  and cheer us by thy drawing nigh;
  disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
 and death’s dark shadow put to flight.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel!

The Great Thanksgiving
 Celebrant The Lord be with you.
 People And with thy spirit.
 Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
 People We lift them up unto the Lord.
 Celebrant Let us give thanks unto our Lord God.
 People It is meet and right so to do.

It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, 
and in all places, give thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, 
everlasting God. 

Because thou didst send thy beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, 
and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again 
in power and great triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or 
fear rejoice to behold his appearing.
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Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, 
we laud and magnify thy glorious Name; evermore praising thee, and saying,

Sanctus and Benedictus qui venit 

 

¶ The People kneel

A ll glory be to thee, Almighty God, our heavenly Father, for that 
thou, of thy tender mercy, didst give thine only Son Jesus Christ to 
suffer death upon the cross for our redemption; who made there, 

by his one oblation of himself once offered, a full, perfect, and sufficient 
sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction, for the sins of the whole world; and 
did institute, and in his holy Gospel command us to continue, a perpetual 
memory of that his precious death and sacrifice, until his coming again. 

For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he had 
given thanks, he brake it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, eat, this 
is my Body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, he 
gave it to them, saying, “Drink ye all of this; for this is my Blood of the New 
Testament, which is shed for you, and for many, for the remission of sins. 
Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, according to the institution of thy 
dearly beloved Son our Savior Jesus Christ, we, thy humble servants, do 
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celebrate and make here before thy divine Majesty, with these thy holy gifts, 
which we now offer unto thee, the memorial thy Son hath commanded us 
to make; having in remembrance his blessed passion and precious death, his 
mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; rendering unto thee most hearty 
thanks for the innumerable benefits procured unto us by the same. 

And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us; and, of thy 
almighty goodness, vouchsafe to bless and sanctify, with thy Word and Holy 
Spirit, these thy gifts and creatures of bread and wine; that we, receiving 
them according to thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ’s holy institution, in 
remembrance of his death and passion, may be partakers of his most blessed 
Body and Blood. 

And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness mercifully to accept this our 
sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving; most humbly beseeching thee to grant 
that, by the merits and death of thy Son Jesus Christ, and through faith in 
his blood, we, and all thy whole Church, may obtain remission of our sins, 
and all other benefits of his passion.

And here we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our souls 
and bodies, to be a reasonable, holy, and living sacrifice unto thee; humbly 
beseeching thee that we, and all others who shall be partakers of this Holy 
Communion, may worthily receive the most precious Body and Blood of thy 
Son Jesus Christ, be filled  with thy grace and heavenly benediction, and 
made one body with him, that he may dwell in us, and we in him. 

And although we are unworthy, through our manifold sins, to offer unto 
thee any sacrifice, yet we beseech thee to accept this our bounden duty and 
service, not weighing our merits, but pardoning our offenses, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord; 
By whom, and with whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost, all honor and 
glory be unto thee, O Father Almighty, world without end. ¶ All  AMEN.

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven,
 hallowed be thy Name,
 thy kingdom come,
 thy will be done,
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
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Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
 as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
 but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
 for ever and ever. Amen.

¶ The Celebrant breaks the Bread and a period of silence is kept

Agnus Dei

The Prayer of Humble Access     ¶ Said by all 

We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, 
trusting in our own righteousness, but in thy manifold and great 
mercies. We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs 

under thy Table. But thou art the same Lord whose property is always to have 
mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son 
Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, that we may evermore dwell in him, and 
he in us. Amen. 
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The Invitation and Ministration of Communion

¶  All Christians baptized with water in the Name of the Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit are welcome to receive Holy Communion. Please follow the directions 
of the Ushers on when to come forward. Please continue to wear your mask 
and, to maintain distancing, form two single file lines down the center aisle, at 
six-foot intervals in household units. To receive the Bread, extend your palms, 
crossed and upward; then return to your seat, then consume the Bread.

¶  Holy Communion will be offered in one kind only.

¶  Those who do not wish to receive Holy Communion may come forward for 
a blessing; please indicate this to the Priest by crossing your arms over your 
chest.

Anthem at the Communion
 

Gaudete in Domino semper: iterum dico, gaudete: modestia vestra nota sit  
  omnibus hominibus: Dominus prope est. Nihil solliciti sitis: sed in omni  
   oratione petitiones vestrae innotescant apud Deum.

Benedixisti, Domine, teram tuam: Avertisti captivitatem Jacob.
 
Rejoice in the Lord always: again I saw, rejoice. Let your moderation be known to  
  all men: for the Lord is near.  Have no anxiety, but in everything, by prayer let  
   your petitions be made known to God. 

You have favored, O Lord, Your land; You have restored the well-being of Jacob.

Words: Philippians 4:4-6; Psalm 84:2
Music: Richard Rice (2004)

Hymn at the Communion     75     ¶ Sung by all  Ascension

This text is rich in the language of the writer of the Book of Isaiah 40:3-11 and is 
set to a folk-like tune and is appropriate for the third Sunday of Advent, also known 
as Gaudete Sunday.
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The Postcommunion Prayer    ¶ Said by all kneeling

Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that 
thou dost feed us, in these holy mysteries, with the spiritual food 
of the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son our Savior Jesus 

Christ; and dost assure us thereby of thy favor and goodness towards us; and 
that we are very members incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, the 
blessed company of all faithful people; and are also heirs, through hope, of 
thy everlasting kingdom. And we humbly beseech thee, O heavenly Father, 
so to assist us with thy grace, that we may continue in that holy fellowship, 
and do all such good works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honor 
and glory, world without end. Amen.

The Advent Blessing      ¶ The Celebrant blesses the People

May Almighty God, by whose providence our Savior Christ came among 
us in great humility, sanctify you with the light of his blessing and set 

you free from all sin. 
¶ People Amen. 

May he whose second Coming in power and great glory we await, make you 
steadfast in faith, joyful in hope, and constant in love. ¶ People Amen. 

May you, who rejoice in the first Advent of our Redeemer, at his second 
Advent be rewarded with unending life. ¶ People Amen. 

And the blessing  of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you, and remain with you always. ¶ People Amen.   

¶ All stand

The Dismissal     ¶  The People are dismissed with these words

V.  Let us bless the Lord. 
R.  Thanks be to God. 
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Hymn at the Retiring Procession  68  Llangloffan

With combined imagery of Matthew 25:1-13 and the book of Revelation, this hymn 
reminds us that during this season of Advent, we are waiting and anticipating the 
birth of our saviour. The Bride-groom is at hand!

The flowers at the High Altar are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of 
Homer E. & Elizabeth G. Sayad by their family, Gentry, Helené, Lily & Adrienne.

This Morning’s Liturgy  
†  This morning’s chorale-based voluntary by Johannes Brahms is from a collection of 11 

chorale preludes.  The prelude’s melody is very well disguised amidst the lush harmonies and 
accompaniment.  Brahms is unique in this way as most of his contemporaries made the melody 
very obvious in the texture of the music. † The English composer, Colin Mawby is known for his 
many anthems, hymn arrangements and fabulous descants.  His anthem Make a joyful noise is a 
setting of Psalm 100, or the Jubilate Deo.  On this Gaudete Sunday it is fitting that for the anthem 
we sing this text about making a joyful noise. †  The Anthem at the Communion was penned by 
Richard Rice, a composer and musician from the Washington D.C. area.  He is well-known for 
his compositions based off of Gregorian Chant.

†  Colors play an important part in the worship of the Church. The colors worn at the Church 
of St. Michael & St. George are drawn from colors worn in England before the Reformation. 
They change according to the seasons of the Church year and the liturgical tasks at hand. The 
vestments worn this morning for Gaudete Sunday, or Rose Sunday, are rose in color. This change 
in color from Advent Blue serves as an encouragement for Worshipers to continue in their spiritual 
preparation for the approaching advent of God’s Messiah.  Gaudete comes from Philippians 
4:45; Gaudete in nomino Semper, “Rejoice in the Lord Always.”


