
The Holy Eucharist
¶ The service follows the Order for Holy Eucharist 

beginning on page 323 of The Book of Common Prayer

¶ The musical setting of the Mass Ordinary is the
Missa de Sancta Maria Magdalena of Healey Willan (1880–1968)

Organ Voluntary     

Noel: Grand jeu et Duo  Louis-Claude Daquin
 (1694–1772) 

Hymn at the Procession   117       Morning Star

Mirroring today’s Gospel reading and the journey of the three Maji, this hymn describes 
their journey led by the bright star in the East. 

Acclamation
 Celebrant Blessed  be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
 People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.
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The Collect for Purity   

 ¶ The Celebrant says

Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires 
known, and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts 
of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy Name; through Christ 
our Lord. ¶ People Amen. 

Gloria in excelsis     ¶ The music may be found at S-202 in the Hymnal 1982

Glory be to God on high, 
 and on earth peace, good will towards men. 
We praise thee, we bless thee, 
 we worship thee, 
 we glorify thee, 
 we give thanks to thee for thy great glory, 
O Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father Almighty. 
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; 
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
 that takest away the sins of the world, 
 have mercy upon us. 
Thou that takest away the sins of the world, 
 receive our prayer. 
Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, 
 have mercy upon us. 
For thou only art holy; 
thou only art the Lord; 
thou only, O Christ, 
 with the Holy Ghost, 
 art most high in the glory  of God the Father. Amen.

The Collect of the Day
 Celebrant The Lord be with you.
 People And with thy spirit.
 Celebrant Let us pray.
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O God, who didst wonderfully create, and yet more wonderfully 
restore, the dignity of human nature: Grant that we may share the 
divine life of him who humbled himself to share our humanity, thy 

Son Jesus Christ; who liveth and reigneth with thee, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  ¶ People Amen. 

¶ Then all are seated

The Word of God
The Lesson        Jeremiah 31:7-14

For thus says the Lord: “Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, and raise shouts for the chief 
of the nations; proclaim, give praise, and say, ‘The Lord has saved his people, the remnant of 
Israel.’ Behold, I will bring them from the north country, and gather them from the farthest 

parts of the earth, among them the blind and the lame, the woman with child and her who is in 
travail, together; a great company, they shall return here. With weeping they shall come, and with 
consolations I will lead them back, I will make them walk by brooks of water, in a straight path in 
which they shall not stumble; for I am a father to Israel, and E’phraim is my first-born. Hear the 
word of the Lord, O nations, and declare it in the coastlands afar off; say, ‘He who scattered Israel 
will gather him, and will keep him as a shepherd keeps his flock.’ For the Lord has ransomed Jacob, 
and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him. They shall come and sing aloud on the height 
of Zion, and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the Lord, over the grain, the wine, and the 
oil, and over the young of the flock and the herd; their life shall be like a watered garden, and they 
shall languish no more. Then shall the maidens rejoice in the dance, and the young men and the old 
shall be merry. I will turn their mourning into joy, I will comfort them, and give them gladness for 
sorrow. I will feast the soul of the priests with abundance, and my people shall be satisfied with my 
goodness, says the Lord.”

 Reader  The Word of the Lord.
 People  Thanks be to God.

¶ All remain seated for the singing of the Psalm

Psalm 84:1-8 Quam Dilecta          Tone V.3 

¶ The first half of each verse is sung by the Precentor; the second half is sung by all

O how amiable are thy dwellings, * 
 — O thou Lord of hosts!

 My soul hath a desire and longing to enter into the courts of the Lord; * 
 my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God.
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Yea, the sparrow hath found her an house, 
 and the swallow a nest, where she may lay her young; * 
  even thy altars, O Lord of hosts, my King and my God.
 
Blessed are they that dwell in thy house; * 
 they will be alway praising thee.

Blessed is the man whose strength is in thee; * 
 in whose heart are thy ways.
 
Who going through the vale of misery use it for a well; * 
 and the pools are filled with water.
 
They will go from strength to strength, * 
 and unto the God of gods appeareth every one of them in Sion.
 
O Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer; * 
 hearken, O God of Jacob.
 
Behold, O God our de-fender, * 
 and look upon the face of thine anointed.

The Epistle Ephesians 1:3-6,15-19a

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ 
with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, even as he chose us in him before the 
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. He destined us 

in love to be his sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, to the praise of his 
glorious grace which he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. For this reason, because I have heard 
of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, I do not cease to give thanks for 
you, remembering you in my prayers, that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, 
may give you a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him, having the eyes of your 
hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the 
riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power 
in us who believe.

 Reader  The Word of the Lord.
 People  Thanks be to God.

¶ All stand for the singing of the Hymn and Gospel Procession
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Hymn at the Sequence 124            Puer Nobis

In keeping with the theme of the star in the East and the Magi, this text further depicts 
the shining star guiding the way to where Jesus is laid.  The guiding star above is bright; 
within them shines a clearer light.   

The Gospel Matthew 2:1-12

 Gospeler  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
   People   Glory be to thee, O Lord.

Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, 
wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is he who has been born king 
of the Jews? For we have seen his star in the East, and have come to worship him.” When 

Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; and assembling all the chief 
priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. They told 
him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it is written by the prophet: ‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land 
of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who will 
govern my people Israel.’” Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them 
what time the star appeared; and he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for 
the child, and when you have found him bring me word, that I too may come and worship him.” 
When they had heard the king they went their way; and lo, the star which they had seen in the East 
went before them, till it came to rest over the place where the child was. When they saw the star, 
they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy; and going into the house they saw the child with Mary 
his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him 
gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they 
departed to their own country by another way.

 Gospeler  The Gospel of the Lord.
   People   Praise be to thee, O Christ.

Sermon The Rev. Peter James Speropulos

¶ Following the Sermon, all stand and say together



—  6  —

The Nicene Creed  

I believe in one God,
 the Father Almighty,
 maker of heaven and earth,
 and of all things visible and invisible;

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
 the only-begotten Son of God,
 begotten of his Father before all worlds,
 God of God, Light of Light,
 very God of very God,
 begotten, not made,
 being of one substance with the Father;
 by whom all things were made;
 who for us men and for our salvation
  came down from heaven,
 and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary,
  and was made man;
 and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate;
 he suffered and was buried;
 and the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures,
 and ascended into heaven,
 and sitteth on the right hand of the Father;
 and he shall come again, with glory,
  to judge both the quick and the dead;
 whose kingdom shall have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Ghost the Lord, and Giver of Life,
 who proceedeth from the Father and the Son;
 who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped
  and glorified;
 who spake by the Prophets.
 And I believe one holy Catholic and Apostolic Church;
 I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins;
 and I look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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¶ All kneel

The Prayers of the People  

¶ The Deacon says these Prayers

Almighty and everliving God, who in thy holy Word hast taught 
us to make prayers, and supplications, and to give thanks for all men: 
Receive these our prayers which we offer unto thy divine Majesty, 

beseeching thee to inspire continually the Universal Church with the spirit of 
truth, unity, and concord; and grant that all those who do confess thy holy 
Name may agree in the truth of thy holy Word, and live in unity and godly 
love. 

Give grace, O heavenly Father, to all bishops and other ministers, that they 
may, both by their life and doctrine, set forth thy true and lively Word, and 
rightly and duly administer thy holy Sacraments. 

And to all thy people give thy heavenly grace, and especially to this 
congregation here present; that, with meek heart and due reverence, they 
may hear and receive thy holy Word, truly serving thee in holiness and 
righteousness all the days of their life. 

We beseech thee also so to rule the hearts of those who bear the authority 
of government in this and every land, that they may be led to wise decisions 
and right actions for the welfare and peace of the world. 

Open, O Lord, the eyes of all people to behold thy gracious hand in all thy 
works, that, rejoicing in thy whole creation, they may honor thee with their 
substance, and be faithful stewards of thy bounty. 

And we most humbly beseech thee, of thy goodness, O Lord, to comfort 
and succor all those who, in this transitory life, are in trouble, sorrow, need, 
sickness, or any other adversity. 

And we also bless  thy holy Name for all thy servants departed this life in 
thy faith and fear, beseeching thee to grant them continual growth in thy 
love and service; and to grant us grace so to follow the good examples of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, Blessed Michael and All Angels, Blessed George, and of 
all thy saints, that with them we may be partakers of thy heavenly kingdom. 
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Grant these our prayers, O Father, for Jesus Christ’s sake, our only Mediator 
and Advocate. ¶ People Amen.

Confession of Sin 

¶ Celebrant and People

Almighty God,
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
 maker of all things, judge of all men:
We acknowledge and bewail our manifold sins and wickedness,
 which we from time to time most grievously have committed,
 by thought, word, and deed, against thy divine Majesty,
 provoking most justly thy wrath and indignation against us.
We do earnestly repent,
 and are heartily sorry for these our misdoings;
 the remembrance of them is grievous unto us,
 the burden of them is intolerable.
Have mercy upon us,
 have mercy upon us, most merciful Father;
 for thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake,
 forgive us all that is past;
 and grant that we may ever hereafter
 serve and please thee in newness of life,
 to the honor and glory of thy Name;
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

¶ Then the Celebrant stands, pronounces Absolution

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath 
promised forgiveness of sins to all those who with hearty repentance 
and true faith turn unto him, have mercy upon you,  pardon 

and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all 
goodness, and bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
¶ People Amen.

¶ The Celebrant may then say one or more of the following Comfortable Words
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Hear the Word of God to all who truly turn to him.  

Come unto me, all ye that travail and are heavy laden, and I will refresh you.      
Matthew 11:28

God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, to the end that 
all that believe in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.      
John 3:16

This is a true saying, and worthy of all men to be received, that Christ Jesus 
came into the world to save sinners.   
1 Timothy 1:15

If any man sin, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 
righteous; and he is the perfect offering for our sins, and not for ours only, 
but for the sins of the whole world.     
1 John 2:1–2 
 
¶ All stand

The Peace  
 Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
 People And with thy spirit.

¶ Then the Ministers and People greet one another in the name of the Lord; 
This may be done with a wave or a bow; please observe social distancing and 
refrain from physical contact with those from outside your household

Announcements  

The Church of St. Michael & St. George is grateful for the generosity of all visitors and 
parishioners who donate as part of the weekly offertory. If you wish, please place your 
donation in the collection plate or use the QR code below to give online. These gifts are 
used to support our parish in addition to our annual commitments from our parishioners.
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The Holy Communion

Carol at the Offertory
 

In the bleak midwinter, 
Frosty wind made moan,
Eearth stood hard as iron, 
Water like a stone. 
Snow had fallen snow on snow, 
In the bleak midwinter long ago.

Our God, Heaven cannot hold Him, 
Nor earth sustain 
Heaven and earth shall flee away, 
When He comes to reign.  
In the bleak midwinter, 
A stable place sufficed 
The Lord God Almighty Jesus Christ.

Enough for Him, whom cherubin, 
Worship night and day, 
A breast full of milk, 
And a manger-full of hay.  
Enough for Him, whom angels, 
Fall down before, 
He ox and ass and camel, 
Which adore.

What can I give Him, 
Poor as I am?  
If I were a shepherd, 
I would bring a lamb.  
If I were a wise man, 
I would do my part, 
Yet what I can I give Him, 
Give my heart.

  Words: Christina Rossetti (1830-1894)
  Music: Harold Darke (1888–1976)

¶ Following the singing of the Carol, all stand to sing

Hymn at the Presentation     380: v. 3    Old Hundredth
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The Great Thanksgiving
 Celebrant The Lord be with you.
 People And with thy spirit.
 Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
 People We lift them up unto the Lord.
 Celebrant Let us give thanks unto our Lord God.
 People It is meet and right so to do.

It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, 
and in all places, give thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, 
everlasting God. 

Because thou didst give Jesus Christ, thine only Son, to be born for us; who, 
by the mighty power of the Holy Ghost, was made very Man of the substance 
of the Virgin Mary his mother; that we might be delivered from the bondage 
of sin, and receive power to become thy children.

Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, 
we laud and magnify thy glorious Name; evermore praising thee, and saying,

Sanctus and Benedictus qui venit   ¶  S-114 in the Hymnal 1982 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts: 
Heaven and earth are full of thy glory. 
Glory be to thee, O Lord Most High. 
Blessed  is he that cometh in the name of the Lord. 

     Hosanna in the highest.  

¶ The People kneel

A ll glory be to thee, Almighty God, our heavenly Father, for that 
thou, of thy tender mercy, didst give thine only Son Jesus Christ to 
suffer death upon the cross for our redemption; who made there, 

by his one oblation of himself once offered, a full, perfect, and sufficient 
sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction, for the sins of the whole world; and 
did institute, and in his holy Gospel command us to continue, a perpetual 
memory of that his precious death and sacrifice, until his coming again. 
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For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he had 
given thanks, he brake it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, eat, this 
is my Body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, he 
gave it to them, saying, “Drink ye all of this; for this is my Blood of the New 
Testament, which is shed for you, and for many, for the remission of sins. 
Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, according to the institution of thy 
dearly beloved Son our Savior Jesus Christ, we, thy humble servants, do 
celebrate and make here before thy divine Majesty, with these thy holy gifts, 
which we now offer unto thee, the memorial thy Son hath commanded us 
to make; having in remembrance his blessed passion and precious death, his 
mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; rendering unto thee most hearty 
thanks for the innumerable benefits procured unto us by the same. 

And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us; and, of thy 
almighty goodness, vouchsafe to bless and sanctify, with thy Word and Holy 
Spirit, these thy gifts and creatures of bread and wine; that we, receiving 
them according to thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ’s holy institution, in 
remembrance of his death and passion, may be partakers of his most blessed 
Body and Blood. 

And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness mercifully to accept this our 
sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving; most humbly beseeching thee to grant 
that, by the merits and death of thy Son Jesus Christ, and through faith in 
his blood, we, and all thy whole Church, may obtain remission of our sins, 
and all other benefits of his passion.

And here we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our souls 
and bodies, to be a reasonable, holy, and living sacrifice unto thee; humbly 
beseeching thee that we, and all others who shall be partakers of this Holy 
Communion, may worthily receive the most precious Body and Blood of thy 
Son Jesus Christ, be filled  with thy grace and heavenly benediction, and 
made one body with him, that he may dwell in us, and we in him. 

And although we are unworthy, through our manifold sins, to offer unto 
thee any sacrifice, yet we beseech thee to accept this our bounden duty and 
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service, not weighing our merits, but pardoning our offenses, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord; 

By whom, and with whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost, all honor and 
glory be unto thee, O Father Almighty, world without end. ¶ All  AMEN.

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven,
 hallowed be thy Name,
 thy kingdom come,
 thy will be done,
  on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
 as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
 but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
 for ever and ever. Amen.

¶ The Celebrant breaks the Bread and a period of silence is kept; then is sung

Agnus Dei     ¶  The music may be found at S-158 in the Hymnal 1982  

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, 
 have mercy upon us. 
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, 
 have mercy upon us. 
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, 
 grant us thy peace.
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The Prayer of Humble Access     ¶ Said by all 

We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, 
trusting in our own righteousness, but in thy manifold and great 
mercies. We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs 

under thy Table. But thou art the same Lord whose property is always to 
have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear 
Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, that we may evermore dwell in him, 
and he in us. Amen. 

The Invitation and Ministration of Communion

¶  All Christians baptized with water in the Name of the Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit are welcome to receive Holy Communion. Please follow the directions 
of the Ushers on when to come forward. Please continue to wear your mask 
and, to maintain distancing, form two single file lines down the center aisle, at 
six-foot intervals in household units. To receive the Bread, extend your palms, 
crossed and upward; then return to your seat, then consume the Bread.

¶  Holy Communion will be offered in one kind only.

¶  Those who do not wish to receive Holy Communion may come forward for 
a blessing; please indicate this to the Priest by crossing your arms over your 
chest.

Carol at the Communion

We have seen His star in the East, 
and are come with our offerings to worship the Lord.

 
 Words and Music: Everett Titcomb (1884-1968)

Hymn at the Communion     119     ¶ Sung by all                Dix

After finding the Christ child by way of the bright star in the East, we now pray 
that Christ keeps us in the narrow way; and, when earthly things are past, bring our 
ransomed souls at last where they need no star to guide, where no clouds thy glory hide.  
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The Postcommunion Prayer  ¶ Said by all kneeling

Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that 
thou dost feed us, in these holy mysteries, with the spiritual food 
of the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son our Savior Jesus 

Christ; and dost assure us thereby of thy favor and goodness towards us; and 
that we are very members incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, the 
blessed company of all faithful people; and are also heirs, through hope, of 
thy everlasting kingdom. And we humbly beseech thee, O heavenly Father, 
so to assist us with thy grace, that we may continue in that holy fellowship, 
and do all such good works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honor 
and glory, world without end. Amen.

The Blessing      ¶ The Celebrant blesses the People

The peace of God, which passeth all understsanding, keep your 
hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his 
Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God Almighty, the 

Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be amongst you, and remain with 
you always.  Amen.

¶ All stand

The Dismissal  ¶ The People are dismissed with these words
 
V.  Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
R.  Thanks be to God. 

¶ The Congregation remains standing as the procession retires

Hymn at the Retiring Procession     109    The First Noel

The majority of this hymn describes the journey of the Magi until the final verse where 
all of humanity is drawn into the story and extends the birth account to the story of 
salvation and Christ’s suffering. 
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This Morning’s Liturgy  

†  Colors play an important part in the worship of the Church. The colors 
worn at the Church of St. Michael & St. George are drawn from colors worn 
in England before the Reformation. They change according to the seasons of 
the Church year and the liturgical tasks at hand. The vestments worn in the 
season of Christmas are white. 

† The prelude this morning is in the French-Classical style of organ 
repertoire.  Daquin takes the theme of this traditional Noel tune and creates 
an exciting and dramatic piece of music which is further complimented by 
the different stops used on the organ, creating an echo effect. 

† Harold Darke’s most well known Christmas carol, In the Bleak Midwinter 
is a sweet and simple setting of this famous text of Rossetti where the choir 
and organ together to tell the story of Christ in the manger and the gifts being 
presented.

† Everrett Titcomb’s brief but beautiful setting of this text which he wrote ties 
together our Gospel reading and hymns in this beautiful Epiphany anthem.


