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The Five “Discourses” in the Gospel of St. Matthew
1. The Sermon on the Mount (5-7)
2. The Discourse on Discipleship (10)
3. The Discourse of Parables (13)
4. The Discourse on the Community of Faith (18)

5. The Discourse on Future Events (24-25)

The Structure of the Sermon on the Mount

Concluding statement: “Now when Jesus had finished saying these words, the crowds were

astounded at his teaching, for he taught them as one having authority and not as their
scribes.” (7:28-29 NRSVue)

Opening statement: “When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and after he sat
down, his disciples came to him. And he began to speak and taught them, saying...” (5:1-2)

Jesus as the new Moses

“For those properly informed of and alive to Jewish tradition, the two verses constitute a
Mosaic preface: the mountain is typologically analogous to Sinai, and when Jesus sits
thereon, his posture evokes the image of the lawgiver.”

— Dale Allison, The New Moses



The core @rthe Sermon: Matthew 5:17 - 7:12

Matt. 5:17: “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have come
not to abolish but to fulfill.”

Matt. 7:12: “In everything do to others as you would have them do to you, for this is the
Law and the Prophets.”

The core of the core: The Lord’s Prayer (6:9-13)

The triadic structure ofthe Sermon

“By three things the world is sustained: by the law, by the Temple service, and by deeds of
loving kindness.”
— Simon the Just



MATTHEW 4:23-7:29 OVERVIEW

Figure 4: The Structure of the Sermon on the Mount
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Conclusion of the Sermon




