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“What could be newer than these injunctions wherein the very things which all others avoid, 
these he declares to be desirable?” 

               - St. John Chrysostom, Commentary on Matthew 
 
 

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” (Mt. 5:3) 
 
St. Luke’s Gospel:  
 

“Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God.” (6:20) 
 
“But woe to you who are rich, for you have received your consolation.” (6:24) 

 
 
Rather than ask what the beatitudes describe, it is better to ask whom they describe: Jesus 
 
 

St. Paul’s Letter to the Philippians (2:5-8 RSV): 
 

Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus 
 
who, though he existed in the form of God, 
    did not regard equality with God 
    a thing to be grasped, 
but emptied himself, 
    taking the form of a servant, 
    being born in the likeness of men. 
And being found in human form 
    he humbled himself 
    and became obedient unto death— 
    even death on a cross. 



“Paul does not assume that our poverty of spirit is the same as Jesus’ self-emptying, but 
rather that Jesus’ poverty has made it possible for a people to exist who can live dispossessed 
of possessions. To be poor does not in itself make one a follower of Jesus, but it can put you 
in the vicinity of what it might mean to discover the kind of poverty that frees those who 
follow Jesus from enslavement to the world.” 
                - Stanley Hauerwas, Matthew 
 
 
“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.” (Mt. 5:4) 
 
St. Luke’s Gospel: “Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh.” (Lk. 6:21)  
 
“[A] man is said to mourn and be sorrowful—not if his head is always drooping and his face 
is always sour and never smiling; but if he does not depend on having a good time and living 
it up, the way the world does.” 
          - Martin Luther, Sermon on the Mount 
 
“Now, nothing is supposed to be more inconsistent with happiness than mourning. But 
Christ does not merely affirm that mourners are not unhappy. He shows that their very 
mourning contributes to a happy life, by preparing them to receive eternal joy, and by 
furnishing them with excitements to seek true comfort in God alone.” 

                 - John Calvin, Harmony of the Gospels 
 
 
“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.” (Mt. 5:5)  
 
πραεῖς = gentle, humble, considerate, meek; not self-important 

 
Moses: “Now the man Moses was very meek, more than all men that were on the face of the 
earth.” (Numbers 12:3) “For his faithfulness and meekness, he consecrated [Moses], 
choosing him out of all humankind.” (Ecclesiasticus 45:4) 
 
Jesus: “Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle [πραΰς] and humble in 
heart, and you will find rest for your souls.” (Matthew 11:29)  
  
 
The meek [mitis] are “those who yield before outbursts of evil and do not resist evil, but 
overcome evil with good,” while “those who are not meek struggle and contend for earthly 
things.” 
   - St. Augustine of Hippo, The Lord’s Sermon on the Mount 


