


- 2 -

¶ The Congregation gathers in silence. Throughout the service the Congregation is seated for the reading of Scrip-
ture and the singing of Carols, and stands for the singing of Hymns and for Prayers

¶ At the sound of the chime, all stand for the Advent Responsory sung from the west nave

Advent Responsory 	Aspiciens a longe

I look from afar: and lo, I see the power of God coming, and a cloud covering the whole earth. Go ye out to 
meet him and say: Tell us, art thou he that should come to reign over thy people Israel? High and low, rich and 
poor, one with another. Go ye out to meet him and say: Hear, O thou Shepherd of Israel, thou that leadest 
Joseph like a sheep. Tell us, art thou he that should come? Stir up thy strength, O Lord, and come to reign over 
thy people Israel. Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. I look from afar: and lo, I see the 
power of God coming, and a cloud covering the whole earth. Go ye out to meet him and say: Tell us, art thou 
he that should come to reign over thy people Israel?
	

						      Words: Medieval Responsory at Matins of Advent Sunday
						      Music: G.P. da Palestrina (1525-1594)

A Candlelight Service 
of Advent Lessons and Carols

December 1, 2024 at 5:00 pm

This service, composed by The Very Reverend Eric Milner-White for use at King’s College Chapel, 
Cambridge, proclaims in word and song the promise of God to redeem the world through the Advent 
of His Son. 

The metaphorical procession through the liturgy – from darkness into light – is intended to prepare the worshipper 
for the coming of the true Light, Jesus Christ.
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Hymn 57

Words: Charles Wesley (1707-1788)
Music: Helmsley, melody Thomas Augustine Arne (1710-1778); harm. Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958), alt.

 
¶ At the conclusion of the Hymn, all remain standing as the Officiant says

The Bidding

Beloved in Christ, in this season of Advent, let us hear, in lessons from Holy Scripture, the promise that 
God will visit and redeem the whole creation. Let us rejoice, in our carols and hymns, that the good 
purpose of God is being mightily fulfilled. And as we rejoice in all that God has done, let us stand 

strong in hope, confident that in Christ Jesus, all things will be brought to their eternal and glorious purpose. 

But first, let us pray for the world which God so loves, for those who have not heard the good news of Jesus, 
or who do not believe it; for those who walk in darkness and the shadow of death; and for the Church in this 
place and everywhere, that it may be freed from all evil and fear, and may in pure joy lift up the light of the 
love of God.
These prayers and praises let us humbly offer to God, in the words which Christ himself taught us:
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¶ Officiant and People

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
	 hallowed be thy Name, 
	 thy kingdom come, 
	 thy will be done, 
		  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
	 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
	 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
	 for ever and ever. Amen. 
¶ Officiant 

May we have grace to cast away the works of darkness, and to live in the light of Christ, in whom is the light 
that enlightens all, and whose coming among us is our hope and confidence, now and unto the day of eternity. 
¶ People Amen.
¶ All are then seated

Invitatory Carol
The tree of life my soul hath seen,
Laden with fruit and always green;
The trees of nature fruitless be,
Compared with Christ the Apple Tree.
His beauty doth all things excel,
By faith I know but ne’er can tell
The glory which I now can see,
In Jesus Christ the Appletree.
For happiness I long have sought,
And pleasure dearly I have bought;
I missed of all but now I see
‘Tis found in Christ the Appletree.
I’m weary with my former toil -
Here I will sit and rest awhile,
Under the shadow I will be,
Of Jesus Christ the Appletree.
This fruit doth make my soul to thrive,
It keeps my dying faith alive;
Which makes my soul in haste to be
With Jesus Christ the Appletree.

Words: The Spiritual Magazine, August 1761
Music: Elizabeth Poston (1905-1987)
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The First Lesson	 									         Genesis 2: 4b-9, 15-25
	 God creates man and woman to live in obedience to him in the Garden of Eden

Reader: An Acolyte

I n the day that the Lord God made the earth and the heavens, and every plant of the field before it was in 
the earth, and every herb of the field before it grew: for the Lord God had not caused it to rain upon the 
earth, and there was not a man to till the ground. But there went up a mist from the earth, and watered 

the whole face of the ground. And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his 
nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul. And the Lord God planted a garden eastward in Eden; 
and there he put the man whom he had formed. And out of the ground made the Lord God to grow every tree 
that is pleasant to the sight, and good for food; the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of 
knowledge of good and evil. And the Lord God took the man, and put him into the garden of Eden to dress it 
and to keep it. And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely 
eat: But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest 
thereof thou shalt surely die. And the Lord God said, It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make 
him an help meet for him. And out of the ground the Lord God formed every beast of the field, and every fowl 
of the air; and brought them unto Adam to see what he would call them: and whatsoever Adam called every 
living creature, that was the name thereof. And Adam gave names to all cattle, and to the fowl of the air, and to 
every beast of the field; but for Adam there was not found an help meet for him. And the Lord God caused a 
deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and he slept: and he took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh instead thereof; 
And the rib, which the Lord God had taken from man, made he a woman, and brought her unto the man. And 
Adam said, This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall be called Woman, because she was 
taken out of Man. Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and 
they shall be one flesh. And they were both naked, the man and his wife, and were not ashamed.

Carol
Adam lay ybounden
Bounden in a bond;
Four thousand winter
Thought he not too long

And all was for an apple
An apple that he took
As clerkes finden
Written in their book

Ne had the apple taken been
The apple taken been
Ne had never our lady
A-been heavené queen

Blessed be the time
That apple taken was
Therefore we moun singen
Deo gracias!

Words: 15th century English
Music: Boris Ord (1897-1961)
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The Second Lesson	 									               Jeremiah 31: 31-34
A new covenant is promised which will be written in our hearts

Reader: An Usher

Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel, and with 
the house of Judah: Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day that I took 
them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt; which my covenant they brake, although I 

was an husband unto them, saith the Lord: But this shall be the covenant that I will make with the house of 
Israel; After those days, saith the Lord, I will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and 
will be their God, and they shall be my people. And they shall teach no more every man his neighbour, and ev-
ery man his brother, saying, Know the Lord: for they shall all know me, from the least of them unto the great-
est of them, saith the Lord: for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.

Carol
There is no rose of such virtue
As is the rose that bare Jesu;
Alleluia.

For in this rose contained was
Heaven and earth in little space;
Res miranda.

By that rose we may well see
That he is God in persons three,
Pari forma.

The angels sungen, the shepherds to:
Gloria in excelsis Deo:
Gaudeamus.

Now leave we all this worldly mirth,
And follow we this joyful birth;
Transeamus.

Words: Anonymous Medieval Carol
Music: Gerald Near (b.1942)

¶ All stand and join in singing the Hymn 
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Words: Laurentius Laurenti (1660-1722); tr. Sarah B. Findlater (1823-1907), alt.
Music: Llangloffan, melody from Hymnau a Thonau er Gwasanaeth yr Eglwys yng Nghymru, 1865

¶ All are seated

Hymn 68
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The Third Lesson	 									                 Baruch 4: 36 - 5: 9
The scribe Baruch urges the people to look East because salvation is at hand

Reader: A member of  the Finance Committee

O   Jerusalem, look about thee toward the east, and behold the joy that cometh unto thee from God. Lo, 
thy sons come, whom thou sentest away, they come gathered together from the east to the west by the 
word of the Holy One, rejoicing in the glory of God. Put off, O Jerusalem, the garment of mourning 

and affliction, and put on the comeliness of the glory that cometh from God for ever. Cast about thee a double 
garment of the righteousness which cometh from God; and set a diadem on thine head of the glory of the 
Everlasting. For God will shew thy brightness unto every country under heaven. For thy name shall be called 
of God for ever The peace of righteousness, and The glory of God’s worship. Arise, O Jerusalem, and stand 
on high, and look about toward the east, and behold thy children gathered from the west unto the east by the 
word of the Holy One, rejoicing in the remembrance of God. For they departed from thee on foot, and were 
led away of their enemies: but God bringeth them unto thee exalted with glory, as children of the kingdom. For 
God hath appointed that every high hill, and banks of long continuance, should be cast down, and valleys filled 
up, to make even the ground, that Israel may go safely in the glory of God, Moreover even the woods and every 
sweet smelling tree shall overshadow Israel by the commandment of God. For God shall lead Israel with joy in 
the light of his glory with the mercy and righteousness that cometh from him.

Carol
Lift up your heads, O ye gates; and be ye lifted up, ye everlasting doors;  and the King of glory shall come in. 
Who is this King of glory? The Lord, strong and mighty in battle. The Lord of hosts, he is the King of glory. 
Who is this King of glory? The Lord of hosts, he is the King of glory. Who is this King of glory? The Lord of 
hosts, he is the King of glory.

Words: Psalm 24:7-10
Music: William Mathias (1934-1992)

The Fourth Lesson	 	    									             Micah 5: 2-4
The one who is to rule Israel will be born in the village of Bethlehem

Reader: A Verger

But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall 
he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been from of old, from ever-
lasting. Therefore will he give them up, until the time that she which travaileth hath brought forth: then 

the remnant of his brethren shall return unto the children of Israel. And he shall stand and feed in the strength 
of the Lord, in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God; and they shall abide: for now shall he be great 
unto the ends of the earth. 

Carol
Veiled in darkness Judah lay,
Waiting for the promised day,
While across the shadowy night
Streamed a flood of glorious light,
Heavenly voices chanting then,
‘Peace on earth, goodwill to men.’
Still the earth in darkness lies,
Up from death’s dark vale arise
Voices of a world in grief,
Prayers of men who seek relief;
Now our darkness pierce again,
‘Peace on earth, goodwill to men.’

Light of light, we humbly pray,
Shine upon Thy world today;
Break the gloom of our dark night,
Fill our souls with love and light,
Send thy blessed word again,
‘Peace on earth, goodwill to men.’

Words: Douglas Letel Rights (1891–1956)
Music: Glenn Rudolph (b. 1951)
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¶ All stand and join in singing the Hymn

Hymn 76

Words: Charles Coffin (1676-1749);  
tr. Charles Winfred Douglas (1867-1944), after John Chandler (1806-1876); alt.

Music:Winchester New, melody from Musicalishes Hand-Buch, 1690; 
 harm. William Henry Monk (1823-1889), alt.

¶ All are seated
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The Fifth Lesson	 									              Zephaniah 3: 14-18
The Lord will be among us; we are summoned to rejoice and sing

Reader: A member of  the Altar Guild

Sing, O daughter of Zion; shout, O Israel; be glad and rejoice with all the heart, O daughter of Jerusalem. 
The Lord hath taken away thy judgments, he hath cast out thine enemy: the king of Israel, even the Lord, 
is in the midst of thee: thou shalt not see evil any more. In that day it shall be said to Jerusalem, Fear thou 

not: and to Zion, Let not thine hands be slack. The Lord thy God in the midst of thee is mighty; he will save, 
he will rejoice over thee with joy; he will rest in his love, he will joy over thee with singing. I will gather them 
that are sorrowful for the solemn assembly, who are of thee, to whom the reproach of it was a burden.

       Carol
This is the record of John,
when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him,
Who art thou?
And he confessed and denied not, and said plainly,
I am not the Christ.
And they asked him, What art thou then? Art thou Elias?
And he said, I am not.
Art thou the prophet?
And he answered, No.
Then said they unto him,
What art thou? that we may give an answer unto them that sent us.
What sayest thou of thyself?
And he said, I am the voice of him that crieth in the wilderness,
Make straight the way of the Lord.

Words: John 1
Music: Grayston Ives (b.1948)

The Sixth Lesson	 										              Luke 1: 5-25
An angel announces to Zechariah that his wife Elizabeth will bear a son

Reader: The Organist and Director of Music

There was in the days of Herod, the king of Judaea, a certain priest named Zacharias, of the course of 
Abia: and his wife was of the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elisabeth. And they were both 
righteous before God, walking in all the commandments and ordinances of the Lord blameless. And 

they had no child, because that Elisabeth was barren, and they both were now well stricken in years. And it 
came to pass, that while he executed the priest’s office before God in the order of his course, According to 
the custom of the priest’s office, his lot was to burn incense when he went into the temple of the Lord. And 
the whole multitude of the people were praying without at the time of incense. And there appeared unto him 
an angel of the Lord standing on the right side of the altar of incense. And when Zacharias saw him, he was 
troubled, and fear fell upon him. But the angel said unto him, Fear not, Zacharias: for thy prayer is heard; and 
thy wife Elisabeth shall bear thee a son, and thou shalt call his name John. And thou shalt have joy and glad-
ness; and many shall rejoice at his birth. For he shall be great in the sight of the Lord, and shall drink neither 
wine nor strong drink; and he shall be filled with the Holy Ghost, even from his mother’s womb. And many of 
the children of Israel shall he turn to the Lord their God. And he shall go before him in the spirit and power of 
Elias, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just; to make 
ready a people prepared for the Lord. And Zacharias said unto the angel, Whereby shall I know this? for I am 
an old man, and my wife well stricken in years. And the angel answering said unto him, I am Gabriel, that 
stand in the presence of God; and am sent to speak unto thee, and to shew thee these glad tidings. And, behold, 
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thou shalt be dumb, and not able to speak, until the day that these things shall be performed, because thou 
believest not my words, which shall be fulfilled in their season. And the people waited for Zacharias, and mar-
velled that he tarried so long in the temple. And when he came out, he could not speak unto them: and they 
perceived that he had seen a vision in the temple: for he beckoned unto them, and remained speechless. And 
it came to pass, that, as soon as the days of his ministration were accomplished, he departed to his own house. 
And after those days his wife Elisabeth conceived, and hid herself five months, saying, Thus hath the Lord dealt 
with me in the days wherein he looked on me, to take away my reproach among men.

¶ All stand and join in singing the Hymn

Hymn 66

Words: Charles Wesley (1707-1788)
Music: Stuttgart, melody from Psalmodia Sacra, oder Andächtige und Schöne Gesange, 1715;  

adapt. and harm. William Henry Havergal (1793-1870), alt.
¶ All are seated
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The Seventh Lesson											           Luke 1: 26-38
The Angel Gabriel announces to the Virgin Mary that she will bear the Son of the Most High

Reader: An Assistant Rector

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God unto a city of Galilee, named Nazareth, to a virgin 
espoused to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David; and the virgin’s name was Mary. And 
the angel came in unto her, and said, Hail, thou that art highly favoured, the Lord is with thee: blessed art 

thou among women. And when she saw him, she was troubled at his saying, and cast in her mind what manner 
of salutation this should be. And the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary: for thou hast found favour with God. 
And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his name Jesus. He shall be 
great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father 
David: And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end. Then said 
Mary unto the angel, How shall this be, seeing I know not a man? And the angel answered and said unto her, 
The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that 
holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God. And, behold, thy cousin Elisabeth, she 
hath also conceived a son in her old age: and this is the sixth month with her, who was called barren. For with 
God nothing shall be impossible. And Mary said, Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it unto me according to 
thy word. And the angel departed from her.

Carol
The angel Gabriel from heaven came,
his wings as drifted snow, his eyes as flame; 
“All hail,” said he, “thou lowly maiden Mary, 
most highly favored lady,” Gloria!
“For know a blessed Mother thou shalt be, 
all generations laud and honor thee,
thy Son shall be Emmanuel, by seers foretold, 
most highly favored lady,” Gloria!
Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head,
“To me be as it pleaseth God,” she said, 
“my soul shall laud and magnify his holy Name.” 
Most highly favored lady, Gloria!
Of her, Emmanuel, the Christ, was born 
in Bethlehem, all on a Christmas morn, 
and Christian folk throughout the world will ever say- 
“Most highly favored lady,” Gloria!

Words: Basque carol, paraphrased by Sabine Baring-Gould (1834-1924)
Music: Michael Bedford (b.1949)

¶ All stand and join in singing the Hymn
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Hymn 269 

Words: Sts. 1-3, Vincent Stucksy Stratton Coles (1845-1929),  
alt.; st. 4, F. Bland Tucker (1895-1984) metrical Magnificat

Music: Den des Vaters Sinn geboren, melody from Hundert Arien, 1694;  
harm. Conrad Kocher (1786-1872)
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¶ All are seated

Rector’s Greeting and Announcements	
Carol

Peace be to you and grace from Him
Who freed us from our sins, 
Who loved us all and shed His blood
That we might saved be. 
Sing Holy, Holy to our Lord, 
The Lord, Almighty God, 
Who was and is and is to come; 
Sing Holy, Holy, Lord! 
Rejoice in heaven, all ye that dwell therein, 
Rejoice on earth, ye saints below, 
For Christ is coming, is coming soon, 
For Christ is coming soon! 
E’en so, Lord Jesus, quickly come, 
And night shall be no more; 
They need no light nor lamp nor sun, 
For Christ will be their All!

Words: Revelation 22, adapted by Ruth Manz
Music: Paul Manz (1919-2008)

¶ All stand

Vesper Responsory 	
¶ Officiant 	Judah and Jerusalem, fear not, nor be dismayed;
¶ People 	 Tomorrow go ye forth, and the Lord, he will be with you.
¶ Officiant 	Stand ye still, and ye shall see the salvation of the Lord.
¶ People 	 Tomorrow go ye forth, and the Lord, he will be with you.
¶ Officiant 	Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.
¶ People 	 Tomorrow go ye forth, and the Lord, he will be with you.

Closing Prayers
¶ Officiant 	We wait for thy loving kindness, O Lord;
¶ People  	 In the midst of thy temple.

 ¶ Officiant 

O God, who makest us glad with the yearly expectation of thy coming; grant that we, who with joy 
receive thy only-begotten Son as our Redeemer, may without fear behold him when he shall come to 
be our Judge, even thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ; who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy 

Ghost, one God, world without end.  ¶ People Amen.

The Blessing
	 ¶ Officiant 

Open wide, O Lord, the gates of heaven and visit thy people in peace; send forth thy Spirit from on 
high that their hearts may be uplifted unto thee; O Lord, who for our sake was of a virgin born, make 
holy thy people and bless thine heritage;

And the blessing • of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be amongst you and abide 
with you for ever.  ¶ People Amen.
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¶ All join in singing the following Hymn

Hymn 56

Words: Latin, ca. 9th cent.; ver. Hymnal 1940, alt.
Music: Veni, veni, Emmanuel, plainsong, Mode 1, Processionale, 15th cent.; adapt. Thomas Helmore (1811-1890); 

acc. Richard Proulx (b. 1937)
Organ Voluntary

Fantasy on Helmsley  							                 Kenneth Leighton (1929-1988)
¶ At the conclusion of the Hymn, all remain standing as the Choir and Ministers depart

Please join us in the Great Hall for a festive reception at the conclusion of the service
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Joseph Arndt, Choirmaster 
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Soprano
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Rachel Jones
Heather Martin Cooper

Sarah Sheldon

Alto
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Christina Kruger

Madeline O’Meara
Susan Taylor
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Brett Jagger

Andy Martin
John Missel

Brandon Tan
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James Haessig

Jay Harkey
Dan Seymour
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The Church of St. Michael & St. George is grateful for the generosity of all visitors and parishioners who donate 
as part of the weekly offertory. If you wish, please place your donation in the collection plate or use the QR code 
below to give online. These gifts are used to support our parish and our mission, in addition to parishioners’ annual  
commitments.
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Sunday, December 8  —  Advent II
8:00 am	 The Holy Eucharist - Church
10:00 am	 Choral Eucharist *  - Church
5:00 pm	 The Holy Eucharist (Rite II) - St.George’s Chapel

Sunday, December 15  —  Advent III
8:00 am	 The Holy Eucharist  -  Church
10:00 am	 Choral Eucharist *  - Church 
5:00 pm	 The Holy Eucharist (Rite II) - St.George’s Chapel

Sunday, December 22  —  Advent IV
8:00 am	 The Holy Eucharist    Church
10:00 am	 Choral Eucharist *   Church
4:30 pm	 Pre-Service Organ Recital of Christmas Music    Church
5:00 pm	 A Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols*   Church

Tuesday, December 24  — Christmas Eve
4:00 pm	 Nativity Pageant and The Holy Eucharist *   Church
6:30 pm	 Choral Eucharist *   Church
10:30 pm	Carol Service of Preparation and Praise*   Church
11:00 pm	Solemn Midnight Eucharist of the Incarnation *   Church — Incense will be used

Wednesday, December 25  —  Christmas Day
10:00 am	 Choral Eucharist *   Church

Sunday, December 31  —  Christmas I
8:00 am	 The Holy Eucharist    Church
10:00 am	 Choral Eucharist *   Church
5:00 pm	 The Holy Eucharist (Rite II) St. Mary’s Chapel

* The Choir will sing at these liturgies
Full details of all liturgical offerings are available at www.csmsg.org

ADVENT  AND  CHRISTMAS  LITURGIES



THE CHURCH OF ST. MICHAEL & ST. GEORGE
 

6345 Wydown Boulevard
P.O. Box 11887

St. Louis, MO 63105
www.csmsg.org
314. 721. 1502

The Rev. Andrew John Archie
The Rev. Peter James Speropulos 
The Rev. Thomas Roy Albinson

The Rev. Dr. Stewart Douglas Clem 
The Rev. Anne Hunter Kelsey  

Mr. Joseph Andrew Arndt

Rector
Assistant Rector
Assistant Rector
Priest Associate; Theologian in Residence
Priest Associate
Organist and Director of Music

Cover Art
“Annunciation”
(French, about 1480 - 1500)
Master of Cardinal Bourbon
The Getty
Public Domain


