THE CHURCH

OF ST. MICHAEL & ST. GEORGE

The Seventh Sunday after the Epiphany

February 23, 2025 10:00 am
Holy Eucharist

9 The service follows the Order for Holy Eucharist
beginning on page 323 of The Book of Common Prayer

9 The musical setting of the Mass Ordinary is the
Missa Sancta Maria Magdalena — Healey Willan

Organ Voluntary
Magnificat in G minor Jean-Francois Dandrieu (c.1682-1738)
Plein jeu
Duo
Trio
Basse de Cromorne
Récit de Nazard
Dialogue

Hymn at the Procession - 390

Acclamation

Celebrant Blessed *I* be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

Peaple And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.
The Collect for Purity

9 The Celebrant says

g Imighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from

whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration
of thy Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy
holy Name; through Christ our Lord. ¢ People Amen.



Gloria in excelsis ¢ Sung by All Hymnal $202
Glory be to God on high,

and on earth peace, good will towards men.
We praise thee, we bless thee,
we worship thee,
we glorify thee,
we give thanks to thee for thy great glory,
O Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father
Almighty.
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ;
O Lord God, Lamb of God,
Son of the Father,
that takest away the sins of the world,
have mercy upon us.
Thou that takest away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer.
Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father,
have mercy upon us.
For thou only art holy;
thou only art the Lord;
thou only, O Christ,
with the Holy Ghost,
art most high in the glory "} of God the Father.

Amen.
The Collect of the Day

Celebrant 'The Lord be with you.
People  And with thy spirit.
Celebrant  Let us pray.

O Lord, who hast taught us that all our doings without charity are nothing

worth: Send thy Holy Ghost and pour into our hearts that most excellent gift

of charity, the very bond of peace and of all virtues, without which whosoever
liveth is counted dead before thee. Grant this for thine only Son Jesus Christ’s sake, who
liveth and reigneth with thee and the same Holy Ghost, one God, now and for ever. ¢
People Amen.

€ Then all are seated



The Word of God

The Lesson Genesis 45:3-11, 15
g nd Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph; is my father still alive?” But his

brothers could not answer him, for they were dismayed at his presence. So
Joseph said to his brothers, “Come near to me, I pray you.” And they came
near. And he said, “I am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. And now
do not be distressed, or angry with yourselves, because you sold me here; for God sent
me before you to preserve life. For the famine has been in the land these two years; and
there are yet five years in which there will be neither plowing nor harvest. And God sent
me before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive for you many
survivors. So it was not you who sent me here, but God; and he has made me a father
to Pharaoh, and Lord of all his house and ruler over all the land of Egypt. Make haste
and go up to my father and say to him, “Thus says your son Joseph, God has made me
Lord of all Egypt; come down to me, do not tarry; you shall dwell in the land of Gos-
hen, and you shall be near me, you and your children and your children’s children, and
your flocks, your herds, and all that you have; and there I will provide for you, for there
are yet five years of famine to come; lest you and your household, and all that you have,
come to poverty.”” And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them; and after that his
brothers talked with him.
Reader ~ The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

9 All remain seated for the singing of the Psalm

Psalm 37:1-9, 40-41 Chant in A minor Peter Hurford (1930-2019)
9 Sung by the Choir

Fret not thyself because of the ungodly; *
neither be thou envious against the evil doers.
For they shall soon be cut down like the grass, *
and be withered even as the green herb.
Put thou thy trust in the Lord, and be doing good; *
dwell in the land, and verily thou shalt be fed.
Delight thou in the Lord, *
and he shall give thee thy heart’s desire.
Commit thy way unto the Lord, and put thy trust in him, *
and he shall bring it to pass.
He shall make thy righteousness as clear as the light, *

and thy just dealing as the noon-day.
-3-



Hold thee still in the Lord, and abide patiently upon him: *
but grieve not thyself at him whose way doth prosper,
against the man that doeth after evil counsels.

Leave off from wrath, and let go displeasure: *
fret not thyself, else shalt thou be moved to do evil.

Wicked doers shall be rooted out; *
and they that patiently abide the Lord, those shall inherit the land.

But the salvation of the righteous cometh of the Lord; *
who is also their strength in the time of trouble.

And the Lord shall stand by them, and save them: *
he shall deliver them from the ungodly, and shall save them,
because they put their trust in him.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, *
and to the Holy Ghost;

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, *
world without end. Amen.

The Epistle I Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50

come?” You foolish man! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. And

what you sow is not the body which is to be, but a bare kernel, perhaps of wheat
or of some other grain. But God gives it a body as he has chosen, and to each kind of
seed its own body. So is it with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable,
what is raised is imperishable. It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is sown in
weakness, it is raised in power. It is sown a physical body, it is raised a spiritual body. If
there is a physical body, there is also a spiritual body. Thus it is written, “The first man
Adam became a living being”; the last Adam became a life-giving spirit. But it is not the
spiritual which is first but the physical, and then the spiritual. The first man was from
the earth, a man of dust; the second man is from heaven. As was the man of dust, so are
those who are of the dust; and as is the man of heaven, so are those who are of heaven.
Just as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we shall also bear the image of the
man of heaven. I tell you this, brethren: flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of
God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable.

B ut some one will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body do they

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

9 All stand for the singing of the Hymn and Gospel Procession



Hymn at the Sequence - 391
The Gospel Luke 6:27-38

Gospeler "+ The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
People Glory be to thee, O Lord.

esus said “But I say to you that hear, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate

you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. To him who strikes

you on the cheek, offer the other also; and from him who takes away your coat do

ot withhold even your shirt. Give to every one who begs from you; and of him who

takes away your goods do not ask them again. And as you wish that men would do to
you, do so to them. “If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even
sinners love those who love them. And if you do good to those who do good to you,
what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same. And if you lend to those from
whom you hope to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to
receive as much again. But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting noth-
ing in return; and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High; for
he is kind to the ungrateful and the selfish. Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful.
Judge not, and you will not be judged; condemn not, and you will not be condemned;
forgive, and you will be forgiven; give, and it will be given to you; good measure,
pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap. For the measure
you give will be the measure you get back.”

Gospeler  The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise be to thee, O Christ.

Sermon The Rev. Peter James Speropulos

9 Following the Sermon, all stand and say together
The Nicene Creed

I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
and of all things visible and invisible;
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of his Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,

begotten, not made,



being of one substance with the Father;

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation
came down from heaven,

and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary,
and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate;

he suffered and was buried;

and the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures,

and ascended into heaven,

and sitteth on the right hand of the Father;

and he shall come again, with glory,
to judge both the quick and the dead;

whose kingdom shall have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Ghost the Lord, and Giver of Life,

who proceedeth from the Father and the Son;

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped
and glorified;

who spake by the Prophets.

And I believe one holy Catholic and Apostolic Church;

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins;

and I look for the resurrection of the dead, *I+
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People ¢ All kneel as the Deacon says these Prayers
g Imighty and everliving God, who in thy holy Word hast taught us to make

prayers, and supplications, and to give thanks for all men: Receive these our

prayers which we offer unto thy divine Majesty, beseeching thee to inspire
continually the Universal Church with the spirit of truth, unity, and concord; and grant
that all those who do confess thy holy Name may agree in the truth of thy holy Word,
and live in unity and godly love.

Give grace, O heavenly Father, to all bishops and other ministers, that they may, both
by their life and doctrine, set forth thy true and lively Word, and rightly and duly ad-

minister thy holy Sacraments.

And to all thy people give thy heavenly grace, and especially to this congregation here
present; that, with meek heart and due reverence, they may hear and receive thy holy
Word, truly serving thee in holiness and righteousness all the days of their life.

6



We beseech thee also so to rule the hearts of those who bear the authority of govern-
ment in this and every land, that they may be led to wise decisions and right actions for
the welfare and peace of the world.

Have mercy we pray on those who now suffer the miseries of wars not of their own
making. Have compassion on the wounded and dying; comfort the broken-hearted;
confound the hatred and madness of those who make war; guide our rulers, bring war to
an end, bring peace across the world. Unite us all under the reign of thy Son, the Prince
of Peace, before whose judgement seat the rulers of the world will give account, and in
whose name we pray.

Open, O Lord, the eyes of all people to behold thy gracious hand in all thy works, that,
rejoicing in thy whole creation, they may honor thee with their substance, and be faith-
ful stewards of thy bounty.

And we most humbly beseech thee, of thy goodness, O Lord, to comfort and succor
all those who, in this transitory life, are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other
adversity.

And we also bless *I* thy holy Name for all thy servants departed this life in thy faith
and fear, beseeching thee to grant them continual growth in thy love and service; and

to grant us grace so to follow the good examples of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Blessed
Michael and All Angels, Blessed George, and of all thy saints, that with them we may be
partakers of thy heavenly kingdom.

Grant these our prayers, O Father, for Jesus Christ’s sake, our only Mediator and Advo-
cate. ¢ People Amen.

Confession of Sin
Celebrant Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God.
9 Celebrant and People

Almighty God,

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
maker of all things, judge of all men:

We acknowledge and bewail our manifold sins and wickedness,
which we from time to time most grievously have committed,
by thought, word, and deed, against thy divine Majesty,
provoking most justly thy wrath and indignation against us.

We do earnestly repent,
and are heartily sorry for these our misdoings;
the remembrance of them is grievous unto us,
the burden of them is intolerable.



Have mercy upon us,
have mercy upon us, most merciful Father;
for thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake,
forgive us all that is past;
and grant that we may ever hereafter
serve and please thee in newness of life,
to the honor and glory of thy Name;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

9 Then the Celebrant stands, pronounces Absolution

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised forgive-
ness of sins to all those who with hearty repentance and truth faith turn unto him, have
mercy upon you, pardon *I* and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen
you in all goodness, and bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

9 People Amen.

9 The Celebrant may then say one or more of the following Comfortable Words
Hear the Word of God to all who truly turn to him.

Come unto me, all ye that travail and are heavy laden, and I will refresh you.
Matthew 11:28

God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, to the end that all that
believe in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. John 3:16

This is a true saying, and worthy of all men to be received, that Christ Jesus came into
the world to save sinners. 1 Timothy 1:15

If any man sin, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; and he
is the perfect offering for our sins, and not for ours only, but for the sins of the whole
world. 1 John 2:1-2

9 All stand
The Peace

Celebrant 'The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People  And with thy spirit.

9 Then the Ministers and People greet one another in the name of the Lord



Announcements

The Church of St. Michael & St. George is grateful for the generosity of all visitors and parishioners
who donate as part of the weekly offertory. If you wish, please place your donation in the collection
plate or use the QR code below to give online. These gifts are used to support our parish and our mis-
sion, in addition to parishioners’ annual commitments.

Anthem at the Offertory

Sing, my soul, His wondrous love,
Who, from yon bright throne above,
Ever watchful o’er our race,

Still to man extends His grace.

Heav’'n and earth by Him were made,
All is by His secpter swayed;

What are we that He should show

So much love to us below?

God, the merciful and good,
Bought us with the Savior’s blood,
And, to make our safety sure,

Guides us by His spirit pure.

Sing, my soul, adore His name;
Let His glory be thy theme:

Praise Him till He calls thee home,
Trust His love for all to come.

Words: Anonymous, ¢. 1800
Music: Ned Rorem (1923-2022)

9 Following the singing of the Anthem, all stand to sing

Hymn at the Presentation - 380: v. 3



The Holy Communion
The Great Thanksgiving

Celebrant 'The Lord be with you.
People  And with thy spirit.

Celebrant  Lift up your hearts.
People  We lift them up unto the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks unto our Lord God.
People It is meet and right so to do.

It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in all
places, give thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God.

Because in the mystery of the Word made flesh, thou hast caused a new light to shine

in our hearts, to give the knowledge of thy glory in the face of thy Son Jesus Christ our
Lord.

Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we laud
and magnify thy glorious Name; evermore praising thee, and saying,

Sanctus and Benedictus ¢ Sung by all Hymnal S114

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts:

Heaven and earth are full of thy glory.

Glory be to thee, O Lord Most High.

Blessed *I« is he that cometh in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

9 The People kneel

g Il glory be to thee, Almighty God, our heavenly Father, for that thou, of thy

tender mercy, didst give thine only Son Jesus Christ to suffer death upon the

cross for our redemption; who made there, by his one oblation of himself once
offered, a full, perfect, and sufficient sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction, for the sins of
the whole world; and did institute, and in his holy Gospel command us to continue, a
perpetual memory of that his precious death and sacrifice, until his coming again.

For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he had given
thanks, he brake it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, eat, this is my Body,
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

_10-



Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to
them, saying, “Drink ye all of this; for this is my Blood of the New Testament, which is
shed for you, and for many, for the remission of sins. Do this, as oft as ye shall drink i,
in remembrance of me.”

Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, according to the institution of thy dearly
beloved Son our Savior Jesus Christ, we, thy humble servants, do celebrate and make
here before thy divine Majesty, with these thy holy gifts, which we now offer unto thee,
the memorial thy Son hath commanded us to make; having in remembrance his blessed
passion and precious death, his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; rendering
unto thee most hearty thanks for the innumerable benefits procured unto us by the
same.

And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us; and, of thy almighty
goodness, vouchsafe to bless and sanctify, with thy Word and Holy Spirit, these thy
gifts and creatures of bread and wine; that we, receiving them according to thy Son our
Savior Jesus Christ’s holy institution, in remembrance of his death and passion, may be
partakers of his most blessed Body and Blood.

And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness mercifully to accept this our sacrifice of
praise and thanksgiving; most humbly beseeching thee to grant that, by the merits and
death of thy Son Jesus Christ, and through faith in his blood, we, and all thy whole
Church, may obtain remission of our sins, and all other benefits of his passion.

And here we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our souls and bodies, to be
a reasonable, holy, and living sacrifice unto thee; humbly beseeching thee that we, and
all others who shall be partakers of this Holy Communion, may worthily receive the
most precious Body and Blood of thy Son Jesus Christ, be filled *¥ with thy grace and
heavenly benediction, and made one body with him, that he may dwell in us, and we in
him.

And although we are unworthy, through our manifold sins, to offer unto thee any sacri-
fice, yet we beseech thee to accept this our bounden duty and service, not weighing our
merits, but pardoning our offenses, through Jesus Christ our Lord;

By whom, and with whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost, all honor and glory be unto
thee, O Father Almighty, world without end. ¥ A/ AMEN.

_11-



And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say,
The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Celebrant breaks the Bread and a period of silence is kept; then is sung
Agnus Dei ¢ Sung by all Hymnal S158

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, grant us thy peace.

The Prayer of Humble Access ¢ Said by all

e do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in
g x / our own righteousness, but in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not
worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under thy Table. But thou art
the same Lord whose property is always to have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious

Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, that we
may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.

The Invitation and Ministration of Communion

9 All Christians baptized with water in the Name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are welcome
to receive Holy Communion. Proceed to the Altar Rail when invited by the Usher. To receive the
Bread, extend your palms, crossed and upward; when offered the Chalice, please assist in guiding it.
Those who do not wish to receive Holy Communion may come forward for a blessing; please indicate
this to the Priest by crossing your arms over your chest.

9 Holy Communion is distributed both at the High Altar and in St. Mary’s Chapel. When directed,
please follow the Ushers’ direction. Those who are not able to come to the High Altar are always wel-

come to proceed to St. Mary’s Chapel.
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Anthem at Holy Communion

Thee we adore, O hidden Saviour, Thee,
Who in Thy sacrament art pleased to be;
Both flesh and spirit in Thy presence fail.
Yet here Thy presence we devoutly hail.

O blest memorial of our dying Lord,
who living bread to men doth here afford!
O may our souls forever feed on Thee,

And thou, O Christ, forever precious be.

Fountain of goodness, Jesu, Lord and God,
Cleanse us, unclean, in Thy most cleansing flood;
Increase our fiath and love, that we may know

The hope and peace which from Thy presence flow.

O Christ, whom now beneath a veil we see,
May what we thirst for soon our portion be,
To gaze on Thee unveilved, and see Thy face,

The vision of Thy glory and Thy grace.

Words: Translated from Thomas Aquinas
Music: T. Fredrick H. Candlyn (1892-1964)

Hymn at Holy Communion - 467 9 Sung by all
The Postcommunion Prayer 9 Said by all kneeling

g Imighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost

feed us, in these holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most precious

Body and Blood of thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and dost assure us thereby
of thy favor and goodness towards us; and that we are very members incorporate in the
mystical body of thy Son, the blessed company of all faithful people; and are also heirs,
through hope, of thy everlasting kingdom. And we humbly beseech thee, O heavenly
Father, so to assist us with thy grace, that we may continue in that holy fellowship, and
do all such good works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without
end. Amen.
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The Blessing

The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the
knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing " of
God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be amongst you, and remain
with you. ¢ People Amen.

€ Al stand
The Dismissal 9 The People are dismissed with these words

Deacon  Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
People Thanks be to God.

Hymn at the Retiring Procession - 657
Organ Voluntary
God of grace and God of glory Paul Manz (1919-2009)

The flowers at the High Altar are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of
Timothy Jay McCoy and Stephen McKee Lewis by their family.

_14-



This Morning’s Liturgy

T American composer Ned Rorem (1923-2022) is most known for his art songs - he
composed over 500 of them in different collections throughout his career. In 1980,
he began teaching at the Curtist Institute of Music in Philadelphia. Today’s offertory
anthem is one of his rarer sacred works.

T Colors play an important part in the worship of the Church. The colors which
bedeck the altar and are worn by the clergy are colors worn in England before the Ref-
ormation. They change according to the seasons of the church year and the liturgical
tasks at hand. The vestments worn in the season after Epiphany are traditionally green.
Green is a color that naturally reminds us of hope and growth, and reflects the seasons
of Spring and Summer in the natural world. The Church clothes herself in green vest-
ments to express her joyous, lively hope of the ever lovely and eternally lush meadows of

the Kingdom of God.
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