
Midnight Mass
December 24, 2025        11:00 pm



A Christmas Greeting
to Our Visitors

	
Welcome to the Church of St. Michael & St. George and to 
our celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ. As we keep this 
holy day with traditional songs, readings, and the Sacrament of 
Holy Communion, we invite you to share in our joy at the dawn 
of salvation, the promise of a new start for the whole world. 
Wherever you may find yourself this Christmas, whether at 
peace or in need of peace, healthy or in need of healing, having 
a clear conscience or in need or forgiveness, know that you 
are in the right place, that there is room at Jesus’ crib for you. 
Tonight as we ponder afresh the mystery of his Incarnation let 
our prayers, and above all our joy, be a sign to one another and 
to the world that “the Light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness has not overcome it.” (John 1:5)

Cover Art:
“Madonna and Child”

Masaccio (Tommaso di Ser Giovanni di Mone Cassai,
Italian, 1401–1428).

ca. 1426. Tempera on panel. Galleria degli Uffizi, Florence.



THE EVE OF THE NATIVITY 
OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST

Carols and Organ Music
at 10:30 PM

Organ Voluntary
Voluntary on Adeste fidelis		   		         Eric Thiman (1900-1975)

Hymn       	 ¶ All stand and join in singing the following Hymn

1 Hark! the herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King:
Peace on earth, and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled!”
Joyful, all ye nations, rise,
Join the triumph of the skies;
With th’angelic host proclaim,
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!”
Hark! the herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King!”

3 Hail the heav’n-born Prince of Peace!
Hail the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings,
Risen with healing in his wings.
Mild he lays his glory by,
Born that man no more may die,
Born to raise the sons of earth,
Born to give them second birth.
Hark! the herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King!”

2 Christ, by highest heaven adored,
Christ, the everlasting Lord,
Late in time behold him come,
Offspring of a virgin’s womb:
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see;
Hail th’incarnate Deity,
Pleased as man with man to dwell,
Jesus, our Emmanuel.
Hark! the herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King!”

¶ All are seated at the conclusion of the Hymn		  Words: Charles Wesley (1707-1788)
Music: Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847)  
Descant: David Willcocks (1919-2015)



Organ Voluntary

Prelude on Divinum Myserium			    		  Craig Phillips (b.1961)

Carol		  ¶ Sung by the Choir

Ding dong! merrily on high, 
in heav’n the bells are ringing. 
Ding dong! verily the sky 
is riv’n with angel singing. 
Gloria, Hosanna in excelsis! 
E’en so here below, below, 
let steeple bells be swungen, 
and i-o, i-o, i-o, 
by priest and people sungen. 
Gloria, Hosanna in excelsis! 
Pray you, dutifully prime 
your matin chime, ye ringers; 
may you beautifully rime 
your evetime song, ye singers. 
Gloria, Hosanna in excelsis!

Words: George Ratcliffe Woodward (1848-1934)
Music: Arr. Charles Wood (1866-1926)

Hymn
1 O little town of Bethlehem,
how still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
the silent stars go by.
Yet in thy dark streets shineth
the everlasting light;
the hopes and fears of all the years
are met in thee tonight.



2 O morning stars, together
proclaim the holy birth,
and praises sing to God the King,
and peace to men on earth.  
For Christ is born of Mary;
and, gathered all above,
while mortals sleep, the angels keep
their watch of wond’ring love.
3 How silently, how silently,
the wondrous gift is giv’n!
So God imparts to human hearts
the blessings of His heav’n.
No ear may hear His coming,
but in this world of sin,
where meek souls will receive Him still,
the dear Christ enters in.
4 O holy Child of Bethlehem,
descend to us, we pray;
cast out our sin and enter in;
be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels,
the great glad tidings tell;
O come to us, abide with us,
our Lord Emmanuel!

Words: Phillips Brooks (1835-1893)
Music: Forest Green, English melody; harm. Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958)

Descant: Thomas Armstrong (1898-1994)

Organ Voluntary
Fum! Fum! Fum!		   				            Richard A. Lind (b.1949)



Hymn	- 94	 ¶ All stand and join in singing the following Hymn

1 While shepherds watch’d their flocks by night,
all seated on the ground,
the angel of the Lord came down,
and glory shone around.
2 Fear not, said he, (for mighty dread
had seized their troubled mind),
Glad tidings of great joy I bring
To you and all mankind.
3 To you, in David’s town, this day
is born of David’s line
a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord,
and this shall be the sign.
4 The heav’nly babe you there shall find
to human view displayed,
all meanly wrapped in swathing bands,
and in a manger laid.
5 Thus spake the seraph, and forthwith
appeared a heavenly throng
of angels praising God, and thus
addressed their joyful song:
6 All glory be to God on high,
and to the earth be peace;
good-will henceforth from heav’n to men	      
begin and never cease!
¶ All are seated at the conclusion of the Hymn	
	 Words: Nahum Tate (1625-1715)

Music: melody from The Whole Booke of Psalmes, 1592; 
 harm. Hymns Ancient and Modern, 1922; desc. Craig Sellar Lang (1891-1971)

Organ Voluntary
Variations on Greensleeves		            				     Janet Linker (b.1938)



The Festal Procession

The Festal Procession, dates from the very earliest days 
of Christian worship. The use of the liturgical proces-
sion was widely developed in the Middle Ages in the 

Sarum Use – the worship of the English Church in Salisbury, 
England. The Procession symbolizes the journey to find the 
Christ Child lying in a manger, ultimately culminating in the 
Station at the Crêche, and the return home “by another way” 
(Matthew 2:12). Through this procession, we join the Shep-
herds, the Magi, and all those today and in times to come who 
seek the Saviour of the World.

The Use of Incense

The use of incense in the liturgical rites of the Church 
has its origins in antiquity. Deeply imbued with mys-
tic symbolism, the practice of offering incense in litur-

gical worship dates from the Old Testament before the time of 
the Second Temple. It is symbolic of the prayers of the faithful 
rising to heaven: “Let my prayer be set forth in thy sight as the 
incense, and let the lifting up of my hands be an evening sac-
rifice” (Psalm 141:2). On this Feast of the Nativity of Christ, 
we look also to the Gospel of Matthew (2:11) and the precious 
offerings of the Wise Men: “…And going into the house they 
saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and 
worshipped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered 
him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh.” Christian wor-
ship is fully sensory and, through the offering of incense at 
this Solemn Eucharist of the Incarnation, we join our prayers 
with those of the whole communion of saints in worship of the 
Christ Child and we offer an additional dimension to our wor-
ship with our entire being.



THE EVE OF THE NATIVITY 
OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST

Choral Eucharist 
at 11:00 PM

¶ The service follows the Order for Holy Eucharist 
beginning on page 323 of The Book of Common Prayer

¶ The musical setting of the Mass Ordinary is the
Missa ad praesepe by George Malcolm (1917-1977)

¶ All stand as the Clergy and other Ministers enter 

¶ The Procession is bid with this Versicle and Response 

V.	

R.	  

 
Hymn at the Procession     	

1 O come, all ye faithful,
Joyful and triumphant,
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem!
Come, and behold Him,
Born the King of angels!
	 O come, let us adore Him; 
	 O come, let us adore Him; 
	 O come, let us adore Him, Christ, the Lord!

2 God of God,
Light of Light,
lo, He abhors not the virgin’s womb;
Very God,
Begotten not created;  
	 O come, let us adore Him….



3 See how the shepherds,
Summoned to his cradle,
Leaving their flocks, draw nigh with lowly fear;
We too will thither
Bend our joyful footsteps: 
	 O come, let us adore Him….

Station at the Creche

R.	 The Word was made flesh and dwelt among us:
V.	 And we beheld his glory, full of grace and truth.

Let us pray.

Most merciful and loving God, who hast made this day holy by the incarnation 
of thy Son Jesus Christ, and by the child-bearing of the Blessed Virgin Mary: 
Grant that we thy people may enter with joy into the celebration of this day, 

and may also rejoice for ever as thine adopted sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  ¶ People  Amen. 

¶ The Processional Hymn continues following the Station

4 Sing, choirs of angels,				    5 Yea, Lord, we greet thee,	
Sing in exultation;				    Born this happy morning,
Sing, all ye citizens of heav’n above!		  Jesus, to thee be glory giv’n;
Glory to God,					     Word of the Father,
In the highest!					     Now in flesh appearing. 
	 O come, let us adore Him….	 		       O come, let us adore Him….

							       Words: John Francis Wade (1711-1786)
								        Music: attr. John Francis Wade
							       Descant: David Willcocks (1919-2015)

The Collect for Purity  	 ¶ Said by the Celebrant

Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and  from 
whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 
thy Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy 

Name; through Christ our Lord.  ¶ People Amen. 



Gloria in excelsis     	¶ Sung by the Choir

Gloria in excelsis Deo.
Et in terra pax hominibus bonae voluntatis.
Laudamus te. Benedicimus te.
Adoramus te. Glorificamus te.
Gratias agimus tibi propter magnam gloriam tuam.
Domine Deus, Rex caelestis, 
Deus Pater omnipotens.
Domine Fili unigenite, Iesu Christe.
Domine Deus, Agnus Dei, Filius Patris.
Qui tollis peccata mundi, miserere nobis.
Qui tollis peccata mundi, suscipe deprecationem nostram.
Qui sedes ad dexteram Patris, miserere nobis.
Quoniam tu solus Sanctus. Tu solus Dominus.
Tu solus Altissimus, Iesu Christe.
Cum Sancto Spiritu, in gloria Dei Patris. Amen. 
Glory be to God on high, 
and on earth peace, good will towards men. 
We praise thee, we bless thee, 
we worship thee, we glorify thee, 
we give thanks to thee for thy great glory, 
O Lord God, heavenly King, 
God the Father Almighty. 
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; 
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, that takest away the sins of the world, 
	 have mercy upon us. 
Thou that takest away the sins of the world, 
	 receive our prayer. 
Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, 
	 have mercy upon us. 
For thou only art holy; 
thou only art the Lord; 
thou only, O Christ, 
	 with the Holy Ghost, 
	 art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen.



The Collect of the Day
Celebrant	 The Lord be with you.
People	 And with thy spirit.
Celebrant	 Let us pray.

O God, who hast caused this holy night to shine with the illumination of the 
true Light: Grant us, we beseech thee, that as we have known the mystery of 
that Light upon earth, so may we also perfectly enjoy him in heaven; where 

with thee and the Holy Spirit he liveth and reigneth, one God, in glory everlasting.   
¶ People Amen.  

¶ Then all are seated

    The Word of God    
The Lesson	 Isaiah 9:2-7

The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light: they that dwell in 
the land of the shadow of death, upon them hath the light shined. Thou hast 
multiplied the nation, and not increased the joy: they joy before thee accord-

ing to the joy in harvest, and as men rejoice when they divide the spoil. For thou hast 
broken the yoke of his burden, and the staff of his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, as 
in the day of Midian. For every battle of the warrior is with confused noise, and gar-
ments rolled in blood; but this shall be with burning and fuel of fire. For unto us a child 
is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his 
name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, 
The Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, 
upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with 
judgment and with justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts 
will perform this.

Reader 	 The Word of the Lord.
People 	 Thanks be to God.



¶ All remain seated for the Psalm

Psalm 96	 Chant in E-flat				    Charles Villiers Stanford (1852-1924)
O sing unto the Lord a new song; *  
	 sing unto the Lord, all the whole earth.
Sing unto the Lord, and praise his Name; *  
	 be telling of his salvation from day to day.
Declare his honour unto the heathen, *  
	 and his wonders unto all peoples.
For the Lord is great, and cannot worthily be praised;*  
	 he is more to be feared than all gods.
As for all the gods of the heathen, they are but idols; *  
	 but it is the Lord that made the heavens.
Glory and worship are before him; *  
	 power and honour are in his sanctuary.
Ascribe unto the Lord, O ye kindreds of the peoples, *  
	 ascribe unto the Lord worship and power.
Ascribe unto the Lord the honour due unto his Name; *  
	 bring presents, and come into his courts.
O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; *  
	 let the whole earth stand in awe of him.
Tell it out among the heathen, that the Lord is King, and that it is he who hath made 
the round world so fast that it cannot be moved; *  
	 and how that he shall judge the peoples righteously.
Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; *  
	 let the sea make a noise, and all that therein is.
Let the field be joyful, and all that is in it; *  
	 then shall all the trees of the wood rejoice before the Lord.
For he cometh, for he cometh to judge the earth; *  
	 and with righteousness to judge the world, and the peoples with his truth.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, *  
	 and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, *  
	 world without end. Amen.



The Epistle									         Titus 2:11–14

For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, teaching us 
that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, 
and godly, in this present world; Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious 

appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ; Who gave himself for us, that 
he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous 
of good works.

Reader 	 The Word of the Lord.
People 	 Thanks be to God.
¶ All stand for the singing of the Hymn and Gospel Procession

Hymn at the Sequence - 93
1 Angels, from the realms of glory,
Wing your flight o’er all the earth;
Ye, who sang creation’s story,
now proclaim Messiah’s birth: 
	 Come and worship, come and worship, 
	 Worship Christ the new-born King.

2 Shepherds in the field abiding,
Watching o’er your flocks by night,
God with you is now residing;
Yonder shines the infant Light: 
	 Come and worship....

3 Sages, leave your contemplations;
Brighter visions beam afar:
Seek the great Desire of nations;
Ye have seen his natal star: 
	 Come and worship....

4 Saints before the altar bending,
Watching long in hope and fear,
Suddenly the Lord, descending,
In his temple shall appear: 
	 Come and worship....

	 Words: James Montgomery (1771-1854), alt.
         Music: Henry Thomas Smart (1813-1879), v. 4 harm. T. Tertius Noble (1867-1953) 	



The Gospel									             Luke 2:1–14
Gospeler 	 • The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
People 	 Glory be to thee, O Lord.

And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar 
Augustus, that all the world should be taxed. (And this taxing was first made 
when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.) And all went to be taxed, every one into 

his own city. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into 
Judaea, unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house 
and lineage of David:) To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child. 
And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she should 
be delivered. And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling 
clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn. And 
there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their 
flock by night. And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid. And the angel said unto them, 
Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. 
For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. 
And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, 
lying in a manger. And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 
host praising God, and saying, Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good 
will toward men.

Gospeler 	 The Gospel of the Lord.
People 	 Praise be to thee, O Christ.

Sermon							        The Rev. Andrew John Archie
¶ Following the Sermon, all stand and say together

The Nicene Creed 	
I believe in one God,
	 the Father Almighty,
	 maker of heaven and earth,
	 and of all things visible and invisible;
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
	 the only-begotten Son of God,
	 begotten of his Father before all worlds,
	 God of God, Light of Light,



	 very God of very God,
	 begotten, not made,
	 being of one substance with the Father;
	 by whom all things were made;
	 who for us men and for our salvation
		  came down from heaven,
	 and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary,
		  and was made man;
	 and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate;
	 he suffered and was buried;
	 and the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures,
	 and ascended into heaven,
	 and sitteth on the right hand of the Father;
	 and he shall come again, with glory,
		  to judge both the quick and the dead;
	 whose kingdom shall have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Ghost the Lord, and Giver of Life,
	 who proceedeth from the Father and the Son;
	 who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped
		  and glorified;
	 who spake by the Prophets.
	 And I believe one holy Catholic and Apostolic Church;
	 I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins;
	 and I look for the resurrection of the dead, •
		  and the life of the world to come. Amen.

¶ All kneel

The Prayers of the People 	¶ The Deacon says these Prayers

Almighty and everliving God, who in thy holy Word hast taught us to make 
prayers, and supplications, and to give thanks for all men: Receive these our 
prayers which we offer unto thy divine Majesty, beseeching thee to inspire 

continually the Universal Church with the spirit of truth, unity, and concord; and grant 
that all those who do confess thy holy Name may agree in the truth of thy holy Word, 
and live in unity and godly love. 

Give grace, O heavenly Father, to all bishops and other ministers, that they may, both 
by their life and doctrine, set forth thy true and lively Word, and rightly and duly ad-
minister thy holy Sacraments. 



And to all thy people give thy heavenly grace, and especially to this congregation here 
present; that, with meek heart and due reverence, they may hear and receive thy holy 
Word, truly serving thee in holiness and righteousness all the days of their life. 
We beseech thee also so to rule the hearts of those who bear the authority of govern-
ment in this and every land, that they may be led to wise decisions and right actions for 
the welfare and peace of the world. 
Have mercy we pray on those who now suffer the miseries of wars not of their own 
making. Have compassion on the wounded and dying; comfort the broken-hearted; 
confound the hatred and madness of those who make war; guide our rulers, bring war to 
an end, bring peace across the world.  Unite us all under the reign of thy Son, the Prince 
of Peace, before whose judgement seat the rulers of the world will give account, and in 
whose name we pray. 
Open, O Lord, the eyes of all people to behold thy gracious hand in all thy works, that, 
rejoicing in thy whole creation, they may honor thee with their substance, and be faith-
ful stewards of thy bounty. 
And we most humbly beseech thee, of thy goodness, O Lord, to comfort and succor 
all those who, in this transitory life, are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other 
adversity. 
And we also bless • thy holy Name for all thy servants departed this life in thy faith 
and fear, beseeching thee to grant them continual growth in thy love and service; and 
to grant us grace so to follow the good examples of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Blessed 
Michael and All Angels, Blessed George, and of all thy saints, that with them we may be 
partakers of thy heavenly kingdom. 
Grant these our prayers, O Father, for Jesus Christ’s sake, our only Mediator and Advo-
cate. ¶ People Amen.

Confession of Sin	
Celebrant 	 Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God.
¶ Celebrant and People

Almighty God,
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
	 maker of all things, judge of all men:
We acknowledge and bewail our manifold sins and wickedness,
	 which we from time to time most grievously have committed,
	 by thought, word, and deed, against thy divine Majesty,
	 provoking most justly thy wrath and indignation against us.



We do earnestly repent,
	 and are heartily sorry for these our misdoings;
	 the remembrance of them is grievous unto us,
	 the burden of them is intolerable.
Have mercy upon us,
	 have mercy upon us, most merciful Father;
	 for thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake,
	 forgive us all that is past;
	 and grant that we may ever hereafter
	 serve and please thee in newness of life,
	 to the honor and glory of thy Name;
	 through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.
¶ Then the Celebrant stands, pronounces Absolution

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised forgive-
ness of sins to all those who with hearty repentance and truth faith turn unto him, have 
mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you 
in all goodness, and bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
¶ People Amen.
¶ The Celebrant may then say one or more of the following Comfortable Words

Hear the Word of God to all who truly turn to him.  
Come unto me, all ye that travail and are heavy laden, and I will refresh you.      
Matthew 11:28
God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, to the end that all that 
believe in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.  John 3:16
This is a true saying, and worthy of all men to be received, that Christ Jesus came into 
the world to save sinners.  1 Timothy 1:15
If any man sin, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; and he 
is the perfect offering for our sins, and not for ours only, but for the sins of the whole 
world.   1 John 2:1–2
¶ All stand

The Peace 	
Celebrant	 The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People	 And with thy spirit.
¶ Then the Ministers and People greet one another in the name of the Lord; 



The Rector’s Christmas Greeting  	

Announcements 
The Church of St. Michael & St. George is grateful for the generosity of all visitors and parishioners 
who donate as part of the weekly offertory. If you wish, please place your donation in the collection 
plate or use the QR code below to give online. These gifts are used to support our parish and our mis-
sion, in addition to parishioners’ annual commitments.

 

The Holy Communion     
Motet at the Offertory

O magnum mysterium
et admirabile sacramentum,
ut animalia viderent Dominum natum
jacentem in praesepio.
O beata Virgo, cujus viscera meruerunt
portare Dominum Jesum Christum.
Alleluia!
O great mystery
and wonderful sacrament,
that animals should see the new-born Lord
lying in a manger!
O blessed is the Virgin, whose womb
was worthy to bear Christ the Lord.
Alleluia!

Words: Matins Responsory for Christmas Day
Music: Tomás Luis de Victoria (1548-1611)



¶ Following the singing of the Motet, all stand to sing the following

Hymn at the Presentation - 105
1 God rest you merry, gentlemen,
Let nothing you dismay;
Remember Christ our Savior
was born on Christmas Day, 
To save us all from Satan’s power 
When we were gone astray. 
O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy, 
O tidings of comfort and joy.

2 From God our heavenly Father 
A blessed angel came 
And unto certain shepherds 
Brought tidings of the same: 
How that in Bethlehem was born 
The Son of God by name. 
O tidings....

3 “Fear not, then,” said the angel,
“Let nothing you affright;
This day is born a Savior
Of a pure virgin bright, 
To free all those who trust in him 
From Satan’s power and might.” 
O tidings....

4 Now to the Lord sing praises,
All you within this place,
And with true love and charity
Each other now embrace; 
This holy tide of Christmas 
Doth bring redeeming grace. 
O tidings....

	 Words: London carol, 18th century
         Music: melody from Little Book of Christmas Carols, ca. 1850



The Great Thanksgiving
Celebrant	 The Lord be with you.
People	 And with thy spirit.
Celebrant	 Lift up your hearts.
People	 We lift them up unto the Lord.
Celebrant	 Let us give thanks unto our Lord God.
People	 It is meet and right so to do.
¶ Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds

It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in all 
places, give thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God.
Because thou didst give Jesus Christ, thine only Son, to be born for us; who, by the 
mighty power of the Holy Ghost, was made very Man of the substance of the Virgin 
Mary his mother; that we might be delivered from the bondage of sin, and receive power 
to become thy children.
Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we laud and 
magnify thy glorious Name; evermore praising thee, and saying, 

Sanctus and Benedictus 	 ¶ Sung by the Choir

Sanctus, Sanctus, Sanctus Dominus Deus Sabaoth.
Pleni sunt caeli et terra gloria tua.
Hosanna in excelsis.
Benedictus qui venit in nomine Domini.
Hosanna in excelsis.
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts:  
Heaven and earth are full of thy glory.  
Glory be to thee, O Lord Most High.  
Blessed • is he that cometh in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest.

¶ The People kneel

All glory be to thee, Almighty God, our heavenly Father, for that thou, of thy 
tender mercy, didst give thine only Son Jesus Christ to suffer death upon the 
cross for our redemption; who made there, by his one oblation of himself once 

offered, a full, perfect, and sufficient sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction, for the sins of 
the whole world; and did institute, and in his holy Gospel command us to continue, a 
perpetual memory of that his precious death and sacrifice, until his coming again. 



For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he had given 
thanks, he brake it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, eat, this is my Body, 
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 
them, saying, “Drink ye all of this; for this is my Blood of the New Testament, which is 
shed for you, and for many, for the remission of sins. Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, 
in remembrance of me.” 
Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, according to the institution of thy dearly be-
loved Son our Savior Jesus Christ, we, thy humble servants, do celebrate and make here 
before thy divine Majesty, with these thy holy gifts, which we now offer unto thee, the 
memorial thy Son hath commanded us to make; having in remembrance his blessed pas-
sion and precious death, his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; rendering unto 
thee most hearty thanks for the innumerable benefits procured unto us by the same. 
And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us; and, of thy almighty 
goodness, vouchsafe to bless and sanctify, with thy Word and Holy Spirit, these thy 
gifts and creatures of bread and wine; that we, receiving them according to thy Son our 
Savior Jesus Christ’s holy institution, in remembrance of his death and passion, may be 
partakers of his most blessed Body and Blood. 
And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness mercifully to accept this our sacrifice of 
praise and thanksgiving; most humbly beseeching thee to grant that, by the merits and 
death of thy Son Jesus Christ, and through faith in his blood, we, and all thy whole 
Church, may obtain remission of our sins, and all other benefits of his passion.
And here we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our souls and bodies, to be 
a reasonable, holy, and living sacrifice unto thee; humbly beseeching thee that we, and 
all others who shall be partakers of this Holy Communion, may worthily receive the 
most precious Body and Blood of thy Son Jesus Christ, be filled • with thy grace and 
heavenly benediction, and made one body with him, that he may dwell in us, and we in 
him. 
And although we are unworthy, through our manifold sins, to offer unto thee any sacri-
fice, yet we beseech thee to accept this our bounden duty and service, not weighing our 
merits, but pardoning our offenses, through Jesus Christ our Lord; 
By whom, and with whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost, all honor and glory be unto 
thee, O Father Almighty, world without end. ¶ All  AMEN.



And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say, 

The Lord’s Prayer	
Our Father, who art in heaven,
	 hallowed be thy Name,
	 thy kingdom come,
	 thy will be done,
	 on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
	 as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
	 but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,

	 for ever and ever. Amen.
¶ 	 The Celebrant breaks the Bread and a period of silence is kept; then is sung

Agnus Dei 	 ¶ Sung by the Choir

Agnus Dei qui tollis peccata mundi: miserere nobis.
Agnus Dei qui tollis peccata mundi: miserere nobis. 
Agnus Dei qui tollis peccata mundi: dona nobis pacem.
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us. 
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, grant us thy peace.

The Prayer of Humble Access     ¶ Said by all 

We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in 
our own righteousness, but in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not 
worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under thy Table. But thou art 

the same Lord whose property is always to have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious 
Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, that we 
may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.



The Invitation and Ministration of Communion
¶ 	 All Christians baptized with water in the Name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are welcome 
to receive Holy Communion. Proceed to the Altar Rail when invited by the Usher. To receive the 
Bread, extend your palms, crossed and upward; when offered the Chalice, please assist in guiding it. 
Those who do not wish to receive Holy Communion may come forward for a blessing; please indicate 
this to the Priest by crossing your arms over your chest. 

Anthem at Holy Communion
The Word was made flesh and dwelt among us, 
We held the glory of the Father, 
Full of grace and truth.
In the beginning was the Word, 
The Word was with God. 
In Him was life; and the life was the light of men. 
He came to his own, and his own received him not.

Words: Adapted from John 1
Music: Egil Hovland (1924-2013)

Hymn after Holy Communion - 111	 ¶ Sung by all, kneeling	

1 Silent night, holy night,
All is calm, all is bright
Round yon virgin mother and child.
Holy infant, so tender and mild, 
Sleep in heavenly peace. 
Sleep in heavenly peace.
2 Silent night, holy night, 
Shepherds quake at the sight, 
glories stream from heaven a far, 
heavenly hosts sing alleluia; 
Christ, the Savior, is born! 
Christ, the Savior is born!
3 Silent night, holy night,
Son of God, love’s pure light
radiant beams from thy holy face,
with the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.
	  Words: Joseph Mohr (1792-1848) 

Music: Stille Nacht; Franz Gruber (1787-1863)



The Postcommunion Prayer	    	 ¶ Said by all kneeling

Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost 
feed us, in these holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most precious 
Body and Blood of thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and dost assure us thereby 

of thy favor and goodness towards us; and that we are very members incorporate in the 
mystical body of thy Son, the blessed company of all faithful people; and are also heirs, 
through hope, of thy everlasting kingdom. And we humbly beseech thee, O heavenly 
Father, so to assist us with thy grace, that we may continue in that holy fellowship, and 
do all such good works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without 
end. Amen.

The Christmas Blessing	    
May Almighty God, who sent his Son to take our nature upon him, bless you in this 
holy season, scatter the darkness of sin, and brighten your heart with the light of his 
holiness. ¶ People Amen.
May God, who sent his angels to proclaim the glad news of the Savior’s birth, fill you 
with joy, and make you heralds of the Gospel.  ¶ People Amen.
May God, who in the Word made flesh joined heaven to earth and earth to heaven, give 
you his peace and favor.  ¶ People Amen.
And the blessing • of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon 
you and remain with you for ever.  ¶ People Amen.
¶ All stand

The Dismissal	        
Deacon	 Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
People	 Thanks be to God.



Hymn at the Retiring Procession - 96
1 Angels we have heard on high, 
Singing sweetly through the night, 
And the mountains in reply 
Echoing their brave delight.
Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
Gloria in excelsis Deo.
2 Shepherds, why this jubilee? 
Why these songs of happy cheer? 
What great brightness did you see? 
What glad tidings did you hear? 
Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
Gloria in excelsis Deo.
3 Come to Bethlehem and see
Him whose birth the angels sing;
Come, adore on bended knee
Christ, the Lord, the new-born King. 
Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
Gloria in excelsis Deo.
4 See him in a manger laid 
Whom the angels praise above; 
Mary, Joseph, lend your aid, 
While we raise our hearts in love. 
Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
Gloria in excelsis Deo.

Words: French carol; tr. James Chadwick (1813-1882), alt.
Music: Gloria, French carol; arr. Edward Shippen Barnes (1887-1958)

Organ Voluntary
In dulci jubilo, BWV 729			                 Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)

The Rector, Clergy, and Staff of The Church of St. Michael & St. George 

wish you a very blessed and joyous Christmas.



Memorial and Thank Offerings
Greens and Decorations

The Rev. Andrew J. Archie
Marty & Will Chapman
Holly & Jeff Demerath
Mary Forsythe
Gary & Lillian Giessow
Kurt Hoeke
Deborah & Mac Moore
Betsy & Bob Panke
Carol Schlueter
Georgia Streett

In Memory of:
Daisy Archie by her brother, Arthur Gallagher
Daisy Archie by Deborah & Mac Moore
Dr. Walter F. Ballinger by Mary Randolph Ballinger
Mr. Edward T. Baur by McKay & Jason Mills
Richard, Audrey, Marian & Martha Bean by Kenneth & Margot Bean
Sara Ann & Bill Cady by their grandchildren, Cady & Scotty
Frances & Alfred Castle by Abby Locke Castle & Jeff Miller
Nicholas, Anne, and Lida Franchot by their loving family
Brandon Hsueh by his family
Mary & Oliver Langenberg by the William Lee Polk, Jr. family
Jeffrey Luker by his husband Grasiano De Souza
John & Sharon McCoy by their family
Our parents, Marcella & James H. Rollins, M.D. by Melanie, Jeff & Hadley Altvater
Ellen Mac Veagh Rublee, by her son, Arthur Gallagher
Betty & Ned Russell and Marcia Rowe by Ginny & John Rowe



Dwight Alden Schulke by his family
Bob Streett & Fred Kraus by Bonnie & Paul Grenney
John Sutherland by his family
Joan C. Tyler by her husband, John R. Tyler
Ruth & Harold Van Luven by the Van Luven family

In Thanks for:
Father Andrew Archie 
The Administrative Staff of CSMSG who support the operation of this church daily 
by Caroline & Joe Sheehan
Laurie Brown & all the church family by Dr. Henry & Marcia Ollinger 
Laurie Brown by Dr. & Mrs. Nicholas Kouchoukos
Laurie Brown by Lulu Stribling
The Clergy & Staff at The Church of St. Michael & St. George by Laureen Di Bisceglie
The community of church & neighborhood in the aftermath of the May tornado 
	 by Dwyer Brown & Nancy Reynolds
CSMSG & our families by Chris & Bob Barrett
Enduring beauty of the altar by Susan Talley
The faithful Garden Ministry Volunteers by Patience Schock
Our Children & Grandchildren by Betsy & Tom Douglass
Our children & six grandchildren by Larry & Pat Sewell
Our family, especially our children, Justin, Todd & Vida by Katherine & Todd Glass
Our family, our friends, & our church by Meredith & Jim Holbrook



Memorial and Thank Offerings
Music 

The Rev. Andrew J. Archie 
Marty & Will Chapman
Holly & Jeff Demerath
Mary Forsythe
Kurt Hoeke
Gary & Lillian Giessow
Deborah & Mac Moore
Betsy & Bob Panke
Carol Schlueter
Georgia Streett

In Memory of:
Our parents Mary Ann Altvater, Roger A. Altvater & Victoria Mayer Altvater 
	 by Melanie, Jeff & 
Hadley Altvater
Daisy Archie
Dr. Walter F. Ballinger by Mary Randolph Ballinger
Mr. Andrew N. Baur by his children & grandchildren
Ruth & John Ehni by the Van Luven family
My husband Dr. Kenneth Greenlaw by Carolyn Greenlaw
Rosemary & Aubrey Hamilton by their daughter
Brandon Hsueh by his family
Tom James & Alan Wheeler by their loving families
Gene & Betty Lewis & Timothy McCoy by their family
Jeffrey Luker by his husband Grasiano De Souza
J. Langwith Manion, Jr. by his friend Brick



Dotty & Jeff Miller, Sr. by Abby Locke Castle & Jeff Miller, Jr.
Our loved ones by Katherine & Todd Glass
Our loved ones by Dr. Henry & Marcia Ollinger
Alice Ann & Hugh Scott by their grandchildren, Cady & Scotty
Bebe Scott by Hugh Scott, III family
Mary & John Shepley by their family
Carroll Stribling by Lulu Stribling
John Sutherland by his family
Joan C. Tyler by her husband, John R. Tyler
Dale Wiltfang by Diamond & Wendy Dietrich

In Thanks for:
Hadley Altvater by Mom & Dad
The Rev. Mr. Andrew Archie by Mrs. Edward L. Salmon, Jr.
Joseph Arndt, the Music Ministry & the Choirs of The Church of St. Michael & 
	 St. George by Laureen Di Bisceglie
CSMSG & our families by Chris & Bob Barrett
The Church of St. Michael & St. George, the clergy, staff & parishioners 
	 by Ginny & John Rowe
Everyone making the beautiful music by Susan Talley
God’s continued provision through a challenging year by Chris Blewett & Missy Kelley
Margery, Jim & Jamie Griffith by Margot & Ken Bean
The music program of The Church of St. Michael & St. George 
	 by Dwyer Brown & Nancy Reynolds
Our children & grandchildren by Caroline & Joe Sheehan
Our grandchildren Will, Zander & Isaac by Peggy & Rick Strelinger
Our family, our friends, & our church by Meredith & Jim Holbrook
The Rector, Clergy & Staff of CSMSG by Betsy & Tom Douglass
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