
Holy Eucharist
¶ The service follows the Order for Holy Eucharist 

beginning on page 323 of The Book of Common Prayer
¶ The musical setting of the Mass Ordinary is the
Missa Sancta Maria Magdalena – Healey Willan

Organ Voluntary    
Praeludium in D minor, BuxWV 140		          Dietrich Buxtehude (1637-1707)

Hymn at the Procession - 370

Acclamation
Celebrant	 Blessed • be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People	 And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

The Collect for Purity 
¶ The Celebrant says

Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration 
of thy Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy 

holy Name; through Christ our Lord. ¶ People Amen. 

Gloria in excelsis 	 ¶ Sung by All						        Hymnal S202
Glory be to God on high, 
  and on earth peace, good will towards men. 
We praise thee, we bless thee, 
  we worship thee, 
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  we glorify thee, 
  we give thanks to thee for thy great glory, 
O Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father      
  Almighty. 
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; 
O Lord God, Lamb of God,  
  Son of the Father, 
  that takest away the sins of the world, 
  have mercy upon us. 
Thou that takest away the sins of the world, 
  receive our prayer. 
Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, 
  have mercy upon us. 
For thou only art holy; 
thou only art the Lord; 
thou only, O Christ, 
  with the Holy Ghost, 
  art most high in the glory • of God the Father.  
Amen.

The Collect of the Day
Celebrant	 The Lord be with you.
People	 And with thy spirit.
Celebrant	 Let us pray.

Father in heaven, who at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan didst proclaim 
him thy beloved Son and anoint him with the Holy Spirit: Grant that all who 
are baptized into his Name may keep the covenant they have made, and boldly 

confess him as Lord and Savior; who with thee and the same Spirit liveth and reigneth, 
one God, in glory everlasting. ¶ People Amen. 

¶ Then all are seated

The Word of God
The Lesson						                  		           	     Isaiah 42:1-9

B ehold my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; 
I have put my Spirit upon him, he will bring forth justice to the nations. 
He will not cry or lift up his voice, or make it heard in the street; a bruised 



reed he will not break, and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; he will 
faithfully bring forth justice. He will not fail or be discouraged till he has estab-
lished justice in the earth; and the coastlands wait for his law. Thus says God, 
the Lord, who created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread forth the 
earth and what comes from it, who gives breath to the people upon it and spirit 
to those who walk in it: “I am the Lord, I have called you in righteousness, I have 
taken you by the hand and kept you; I have given you as a covenant to the people, 
a light to the nations, to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners 
from the dungeon, from the prison those who sit in darkness. I am the Lord, that 
is my name; my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to graven images. Behold, 
the former things have come to pass, and new things I now declare; before they 
spring forth I tell you of them.”

Reader  	 The Word of the Lord. 
People 	 Thanks be to God.
¶ All remain seated for the singing of the Psalm

Psalm	29		  Chant in G            			           James Turle (1802-1882)
¶ Sung by the Choir

Ascribe unto the Lord, O ye mighty, * 
	 ascribe unto the Lord worship and strength.
Ascribe unto the Lord the honour due unto his Name; * 
	 worship the Lord with holy worship.
The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; * 
	 it is the glorious God that maketh the thunder.
It is the Lord that ruleth the sea; the voice of the Lord is mighty in operation; * 
	 the voice of the Lord is a glorious voice.
The voice of the Lord breaketh the cedar-trees; * 
	 yea, the Lord breaketh the cedars of Lebanon.
He maketh them also to skip like a calf; * 
	 Lebanon also, and Sirion, like a young unicorn.
The voice of the Lord divideth the flames of fire; 
	 the voice of the Lord shaketh the wilderness; * 
		  yea, the Lord shaketh the wilderness of Kadesh.
The voice of the Lord maketh the hinds to bring forth young, 
	 and strippeth bare the forests: * 
		  in his temple doth every thing speak of his honour.



The Lord sitteth above the water-flood, * 
	 and the Lord remaineth a King for ever.
The Lord shall give strength unto his people; * 
	 the Lord shall give his people the blessing of peace. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, *  
	 and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, *  
	 world without end. Amen.

The Epistle						                               		    Acts 10:34-43

And Peter opened his mouth and said: “Truly I perceive that God shows no 
partiality, but in every nation any one who fears him and does what is right 
is acceptable to him. You know the word which he sent to Israel, preaching 

good news of peace by Jesus Christ (he is Lord of all), the word which was proclaimed 
throughout all Judea, beginning from Galilee after the baptism which John preached: 
how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he 
went about doing good and healing all that were oppressed by the devil, for God was 
with him. And we are witnesses to all that he did both in the country of the Jews and 
in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; but God raised him on 
the third day and made him manifest; not to all the people but to us who were chosen 
by God as witnesses, who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. And he 
commanded us to preach to the people, and to testify that he is the one ordained by 
God to be judge of the living and the dead. To him all the prophets bear witness that 
every one who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 

Reader 	 The Word of the Lord.
People 	 Thanks be to God.
¶ All stand for the singing of the Hymn and Gospel Procession

Hymn at the Sequence - 76

The Gospel 							              	         Matthew 3:13-17

Gospeler • The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People 	 Glory be to thee, O Lord.

Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptized by him. John 
would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you 
come to me?” But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now; for thus it is fitting 

for us to fulfil all righteousness.” Then he consented. And when Jesus was baptized, he 
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went up immediately from the water, and behold, the heavens were opened and he saw 
the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and alighting on him; and lo, a voice from 
heaven, saying, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.”

Gospeler 	 The Gospel of the Lord.
People 	 Praise be to thee, O Christ.

Sermon			    	                   	           The Rev. Peter James Speropulos
¶ Following the Sermon, all stand and say together

The Nicene Creed 	
I believe in one God,
	 the Father Almighty,
	 maker of heaven and earth,
	 and of all things visible and invisible;
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
	 the only-begotten Son of God,
	 begotten of his Father before all worlds,
	 God of God, Light of Light,
	 very God of very God,
	 begotten, not made,
	 being of one substance with the Father;
	 by whom all things were made;
	 who for us men and for our salvation
		  came down from heaven,
	 and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary,
		  and was made man;
	 and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate;
	 he suffered and was buried;
	 and the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures,
	 and ascended into heaven,
	 and sitteth on the right hand of the Father;
	 and he shall come again, with glory,
		  to judge both the quick and the dead;
	 whose kingdom shall have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Ghost the Lord, and Giver of Life,
	 who proceedeth from the Father and the Son;
	 who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped
		  and glorified;
	 who spake by the Prophets.



	 And I believe one holy Catholic and Apostolic Church;
	 I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins;
	 and I look for the resurrection of the dead, •
		  and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People 	 ¶ All kneel as the Deacon says these Prayers

A lmighty and everliving God, who in thy holy Word hast taught us to make 
prayers, and supplications, and to give thanks for all men: Receive these our 
prayers which we offer unto thy divine Majesty, beseeching thee to inspire 

continually the Universal Church with the spirit of truth, unity, and concord; and grant 
that all those who do confess thy holy Name may agree in the truth of thy holy Word, 
and live in unity and godly love. 

Give grace, O heavenly Father, to all bishops and other ministers, that they may, both 
by their life and doctrine, set forth thy true and lively Word, and rightly and duly ad-
minister thy holy Sacraments. 
And to all thy people give thy heavenly grace, and especially to this congregation here 
present; that, with meek heart and due reverence, they may hear and receive thy holy 
Word, truly serving thee in holiness and righteousness all the days of their life. 
We beseech thee also so to rule the hearts of those who bear the authority of govern-
ment in this and every land, that they may be led to wise decisions and right actions for 
the welfare and peace of the world. 
Have mercy we pray on those who now suffer the miseries of wars not of their own 
making. Have compassion on the wounded and dying; comfort the broken-hearted; 
confound the hatred and madness of those who make war; guide our rulers, bring war to 
an end, bring peace across the world.  Unite us all under the reign of thy Son, the Prince 
of Peace, before whose judgement seat the rulers of the world will give account, and in 
whose name we pray. 
Open, O Lord, the eyes of all people to behold thy gracious hand in all thy works, that, 
rejoicing in thy whole creation, they may honor thee with their substance, and be faith-
ful stewards of thy bounty. 
And we most humbly beseech thee, of thy goodness, O Lord, to comfort and succor 
all those who, in this transitory life, are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other 
adversity. 
And we also bless • thy holy Name for all thy servants departed this life in thy faith 
and fear, beseeching thee to grant them continual growth in thy love and service; and 
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to grant us grace so to follow the good examples of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Blessed 
Michael and All Angels, Blessed George, and of all thy saints, that with them we may be 
partakers of thy heavenly kingdom. 
Grant these our prayers, O Father, for Jesus Christ’s sake, our only Mediator and Advo-
cate. ¶ People Amen.

Confession of Sin	
Celebrant 	 Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God.
¶ Celebrant and People

Almighty God,
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
	 maker of all things, judge of all men:
We acknowledge and bewail our manifold sins and wickedness,
	 which we from time to time most grievously have committed,
	 by thought, word, and deed, against thy divine Majesty,
	 provoking most justly thy wrath and indignation against us.
We do earnestly repent,
	 and are heartily sorry for these our misdoings;
	 the remembrance of them is grievous unto us,
	 the burden of them is intolerable.
Have mercy upon us,
	 have mercy upon us, most merciful Father;
	 for thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake,
	 forgive us all that is past;
	 and grant that we may ever hereafter
	 serve and please thee in newness of life,
	 to the honor and glory of thy Name;
	 through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.
¶ Then the Celebrant stands, pronounces Absolution

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised forgiveness 
of sins to all those who with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto him, have mercy 
upon you, pardon • and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in 
all goodness, and bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
¶ People Amen.
¶ The Celebrant may then say one or more of the following Comfortable Words

Hear the Word of God to all who truly turn to him.  
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Come unto me, all ye that travail and are heavy laden, and I will refresh you.      
Matthew 11:28
God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, to the end that all that 
believe in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.  John 3:16
This is a true saying, and worthy of all men to be received, that Christ Jesus came into 
the world to save sinners.  1 Timothy 1:15
If any man sin, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; and he 
is the perfect offering for our sins, and not for ours only, but for the sins of the whole 
world.   1 John 2:1–2
¶ All stand

The Peace 	
Celebrant	 The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People		  And with thy spirit.

¶ Then the Ministers and People greet one another in the name of the Lord

Announcements 	
The Church of St. Michael & St. George is grateful for the generosity of all visitors and parishioners 
who donate as part of the weekly offertory. If you wish, please place your donation in the collection 
plate or use the QR code below to give online. These gifts are used to support our parish and our mis-
sion, in addition to parishioners’ annual commitments.

The Holy Communion
Anthem at the Offertory

Jesus autem hodie regressus est a Jordane.	(Jesus today returns to the Jordan.)
When Jesus Christ baptized was, the Holy Ghost descended with grace; the Father voice 
was heard in the place: Hic est filius meus, ipsum intende. (This is my son, listen to him.)
There were Three Persons and one Lord, the Son baptized with one accord, the Father 
said this blessed word: Hic est filius meus, ipsum intende.
Now, Jesu, as thou art both God and man, and were baptized in from Jordan, at our last 
end, we pray thee, say then: Hic est filius meus, ipsum intende.
			   						                Words: Anonymous		
	 Music: Peter Hallock (1924-2014)
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Hymn at the Presentation - 380	 Stanza 3
The Great Thanksgiving

Celebrant	 The Lord be with you.
People	 And with thy spirit.
Celebrant	 Lift up your hearts.
People		  We lift them up unto the Lord.
Celebrant	 Let us give thanks unto our Lord God.
People		  It is meet and right so to do.
It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in all 
places, give thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God. 
Because in the mystery of the Word made flesh, thou hast caused a new light to shine 
in our hearts, to give the knowledge of thy glory in the face of thy Son Jesus Christ our 
Lord.
Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we laud 
and magnify thy glorious Name; evermore praising thee, and saying,

Sanctus and Benedictus 	 ¶ Sung by all 					        Hymnal S114
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts:  
Heaven and earth are full of thy glory.  
Glory be to thee, O Lord Most High.  
Blessed • is he that cometh in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest.
¶ The People kneel

A ll glory be to thee, Almighty God, our heavenly Father, for that thou, of thy 
tender mercy, didst give thine only Son Jesus Christ to suffer death upon the 
cross for our redemption; who made there, by his one oblation of himself once 

offered, a full, perfect, and sufficient sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction, for the sins of 
the whole world; and did institute, and in his holy Gospel command us to continue, a 
perpetual memory of that his precious death and sacrifice, until his coming again. 

For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he had given 
thanks, he brake it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, eat, this is my Body, 
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
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Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 
them, saying, “Drink ye all of this; for this is my Blood of the New Testament, which is 
shed for you, and for many, for the remission of sins. Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, 
in remembrance of me.” 
Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, according to the institution of thy dearly 
beloved Son our Savior Jesus Christ, we, thy humble servants, do celebrate and make 
here before thy divine Majesty, with these thy holy gifts, which we now offer unto thee, 
the memorial thy Son hath commanded us to make; having in remembrance his blessed 
passion and precious death, his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; rendering 
unto thee most hearty thanks for the innumerable benefits procured unto us by the 
same. 
And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us; and, of thy almighty 
goodness, vouchsafe to bless and sanctify, with thy Word and Holy Spirit, these thy 
gifts and creatures of bread and wine; that we, receiving them according to thy Son our 
Savior Jesus Christ’s holy institution, in remembrance of his death and passion, may be 
partakers of his most blessed Body and Blood. 
And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness mercifully to accept this our sacrifice of 
praise and thanksgiving; most humbly beseeching thee to grant that, by the merits and 
death of thy Son Jesus Christ, and through faith in his blood, we, and all thy whole 
Church, may obtain remission of our sins, and all other benefits of his passion.
And here we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our souls and bodies, to be 
a reasonable, holy, and living sacrifice unto thee; humbly beseeching thee that we, and 
all others who shall be partakers of this Holy Communion, may worthily receive the 
most precious Body and Blood of thy Son Jesus Christ, be filled • with thy grace and 
heavenly benediction, and made one body with him, that he may dwell in us, and we in 
him. 
And although we are unworthy, through our manifold sins, to offer unto thee any sacri-
fice, yet we beseech thee to accept this our bounden duty and service, not weighing our 
merits, but pardoning our offenses, through Jesus Christ our Lord; 
By whom, and with whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost, all honor and glory be unto 
thee, O Father Almighty, world without end. ¶ All  AMEN.



And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say, 

The Lord’s Prayer	
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
	 hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
		  on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation,	 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

 The Celebrant breaks the Bread and a period of silence is kept; then is sung

Agnus Dei 	 ¶ Sung by all 							          Hymnal S158
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us. 
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, grant us thy peace.

The Prayer of Humble Access     ¶ Said by all 

We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in 
our own righteousness, but in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not 
worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under thy Table. But thou art 

the same Lord whose property is always to have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious 
Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, that we 
may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.

The Invitation and Ministration of Communion
¶ 	 All Christians baptized with water in the Name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are welcome 
to receive Holy Communion. To receive the Bread, extend your palms, crossed and upward; when of-
fered the Chalice, please assist in guiding it. Those who do not wish to receive Holy Communion may 
come forward for a blessing; please indicate this to the Priest by crossing your arms over your chest. 
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Anthem at Holy Communion
Bread of the world in mercy broken,
Wine of the soul in mercy shed,
By whom the words of life were spoken,
And in whose death our sins are dead:
Look on the heart by sorrow broken,
Look on the tears by sinners shed,
And be thy feast to us the token
That by thy grace our souls are fed.

Words: Reginald Heber (1783-1826)
Music: Antony Baldwin (b.1957)

Hymn at Holy Communion - 121		 ¶ Sung by all

The Postcommunion Prayer	    	 ¶ Said by all kneeling

Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost 
feed us, in these holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most precious 
Body and Blood of thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and dost assure us thereby 

of thy favor and goodness towards us; and that we are very members incorporate in the 
mystical body of thy Son, the blessed company of all faithful people; and are also heirs, 
through hope, of thy everlasting kingdom. And we humbly beseech thee, O heavenly 
Father, so to assist us with thy grace, that we may continue in that holy fellowship, and 
do all such good works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without 
end. Amen.

The Blessing	   
The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the 
knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing • of  
God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be amongst you, and remain 
with you. ¶ People Amen.
¶ All stand

The Dismissal 	 ¶ The People are dismissed with these words

Deacon  	 Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
People  	 Thanks be to God. 
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Hymn at the Retiring Procession - 120

Organ Voluntary    
Prelude in A, BWV 536		   		     Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)

The flowers at the High Altar are given to the glory of God 

and in memory of Kathryn Mitchell Pierce by the Jennifer O’Neal and family. 

This Morning’s Liturgy  
† 	 The Baptism of Jesus is a pivotal event recorded in the gospels, as it marks the be-
ginning of Christ’s public ministry. Today’s offertory anthem is a dramatic depiction of 
this event by composer Peter Hallock (1924-2014). Hallock had a forty-year tenure as 
Canon Precentor at St. Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral in Seattle. His compositional style 
incorporates elements of plainsong with contemporary harmonies.
† 	 Colors play an important part in the worship of the Church.  The colors which be-
deck the altar and are worn by the clergy are colors worn in England before the Refor-
mation. They change according to the seasons of the church year and the liturgical tasks 
at hand. The vestments worn for The Baptism of our Lord are white and gold, symbol-
izing the kingship and eternal light of Christ.



Christmas Flowers & Music (additions)

FLOWERS
Suzanne & Timothy Boyle
Mary Strassner (Molly)

Memorial
In memory of Janet Weakley & Irene jones by their family

MUSIC
Suzanne & Timothy Boyle

Memorial
In memory of Joseph Miles by his wife Carolyn Miles

Thanksgiving
In thanksgiving for St. George’s Forum by Jeanie Bryant
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