
The Order for Solemn Choral Evensong

Organ Voluntary
Voluntary in D minor		     	                        Orlando Gibbons (1583-1625)
¶ All stand as the Choir and Ministers enter

Introit
Drop, drop, slow tears, 
And bathe those beauteous feet
Which brought from Heaven 
The news and Prince of Peace:
Cease not, wet eyes, 
His mercy to entreat;
To cry for vengeance 
Sin doth never cease.
In your deep floods
Drown all my faults and fears;
Nor let His eye 
See sin, but through my tears.
					        Words: Phineas Fletcher (1582–1650)
					        Music: Orlando Gibbons (1583-1625)

Opening Sentence
Officiant	 Jesus said, “Whosoever will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up 
his cross, and follow me.” Mark 8:34
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Confession of Sin 
Officiant	 Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God.
¶ Officiant and People together, all kneeling

Almighty and most merciful Father, 
we have erred and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep, 
we have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts, 
we have offended against thy holy laws, 
we have left undone those things which we ought to have done, 
and we have done those things which we ought not to have done;
And there is no health in us. 
But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, 
spare thou those who confess their faults, 
restore thou those who are penitent, 
according to thy promises declared unto mankind in Christ Jesus our Lord; 
and grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake, 
that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life, 
to the glory of thy holy Name. Amen.
¶ The Officiant alone stands and says

The Almighty and merciful Lord grant you absolution • and remission of all your sins, 
true repentance, amendment of life, and the grace and consolation of his Holy Spirit.   
People Amen.
¶ All stand

The Invitatory	 	   			              		 Philip Moore (b.1943)
Cantor	 O Lord, open thou our lips.
Choir	 And our mouth shall show forth thy praise.
Cantor	 O God, make speed to save us.
Choir	 O Lord, make haste to help us.	
Cantor	 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
Choir	 As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end.  
		  Amen.
Cantor	 Praise ye the Lord.
Choir	 The Lord’s name be praised.
¶ All are then seated as the Choir sings the appointed Psalms



The Psalmody
Psalm 19	 Chant in G	  			                  Robert W. Lehman (b.1960)

The heavens declare the glory of God, * 
	 and the firmament showeth his handywork.
One day telleth another; * 
	 and one night certifieth another.
There is neither speech nor language; * 
	 but their voices are heard among them.
Their sound is gone out into all lands; * 
	 and their words into the ends of the world.
In them hath he set a tabernacle for the sun; * 
	 which cometh forth as a bridegroom out of his chamber, 
		  and rejoiceth as a giant to run his course.
It goeth forth from the uttermost part of the heaven,  
		  and runneth about unto the end of it again; * 
	 and there is nothing hid from the heat thereof. 
The law of the Lord is an undefiled law, converting the soul; * 
	 the testimony of the Lord is sure, and giveth wisdom unto the simple.
The statutes of the Lord are right, and rejoice the heart; * 
	 the commandment of the Lord is pure, and giveth light unto the eyes.
The fear of the Lord is clean, and endureth forever; * 
	 the judgments of the Lord are true, and righteous altogether.
More to be desired are they than gold, yea, than much fine gold; * 
	 sweeter also than honey, and the honeycomb.
Moreover, by them is thy servant taught; * 
	 and in keeping them there is great reward.
Who can tell how oft he offendeth? 
	 O cleanse thou me from my secret faults.
Keep thy servant also from presumptuous sins, 
		  lest they get the dominion over me; *
	 so shall I be undefiled, and innocent from the great offence.
Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart, 
		  be alway acceptable in thy sight, * 
	 O Lord, my strength and my redeemer.
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Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, *  
	 and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, *  
	 world without end. Amen.

Psalm 46	 Chant in C after Ein feste Burg	 		      Martin Luther (1483-1546)
God is our hope and strength, *  
	 a very present help in trouble.
Therefore will we not fear, though the earth be moved, *  
	 and though the hills be carried into the midst of the sea.
Though the waters thereof rage and swell, *  
	 and though the mountains shake at the tempest of the same.
There is a river, the streams whereof make glad the city of God; *  
	 the holy place of the tabernacle of the Most Highest.
God is in the midst of her, therefore shall she not be removed; *  
	 God shall help her and that right early.
The nations make much ado, and the kingdoms are moved; *  
	 but God hath showed his voice, and the earth shall melt away.
The Lord of hosts is with us; *
	 the God of Jacob is our refuge.
O come hither, and be hold the works of the Lord, *
	 what destruction he hath brought upon the earth.
He maketh wars to cease in all the world; *
	 he breaketh the bow, and knappeth the spear in sunder,
	 and burneth the chariots in the fire.
Be still then, and know that I am God: *
	 I will be exalted among the nations,
	 and I will be exalted in the earth.
The Lord of hosts is with us; *
	 the God of Jacob is our refuge.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, *  
	 and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, *  
	 world without end. Amen.
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The Lessons
The First Lesson		                              	  		            Romans 8:11-25

If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised 
Christ Jesus from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his 
Spirit which dwells in you. So then, brethren, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to 

live according to the flesh— for if you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by 
the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body you will live. For all who are led by the 
Spirit of God are sons of God. For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back 
into fear, but you have received the spirit of sonship. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” it 
is the Spirit himself bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if 
children, then heirs, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with 
him in order that we may also be glorified with him. I consider that the sufferings of 
this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us. 
For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God; for the 
creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will of him who subject-
ed it in hope; because the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and 
obtain the glorious liberty of the children of God. We know that the whole creation has 
been groaning in travail together until now; and not only the creation, but we ourselves, 
who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait for adoption as sons, 
the redemption of our bodies. For in this hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is 
not hope. For who hopes for what he sees? But if we hope for what we do not see, we 
wait for it with patience.

¶ All stand for the singing of the Office Hymn and Magnificat
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Hymn 474

Words: Isaac Watts (1674-1748)
Music: Rockingham, from Second Supplement to Psalmody in Miniature, ca. 1780;

harm. Edward Miller (1731-1807)
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Magnificat	 Canticles in A  		              	             Herbert Sumsion (1899-1995)

• My soul doth magnify the Lord,
and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.
For he hath regarded
the lowliness of his handmaiden.
For behold from henceforth 
all generations shall call me blessed.
For he that is mighty hath magnified me,
and holy is his Name.
And his mercy is on them that fear him
throughout all generations.
He hath showed strength with his arm;
he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.
He hath put down the mighty from their seat,
and hath exalted the humble and meek.
He hath filled the hungry with good things,
and the rich he hath sent empty away.
He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel,
as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.
¶ All are seated following the singing of the Magnificat

The Second Lesson		                              		        	         	    John 6:27-40

Jesus said, “Do not labor for the food which perishes, but for the food which endures 
to eternal life, which the Son of man will give to you; for on him has God the Father 
set his seal.” Then they said to him, “What must we do, to be doing the works of 

God?” Jesus answered them, “This is the work of God, that you believe in him whom he 
has sent.” So they said to him, “Then what sign do you do, that we may see, and believe 
you? What work do you perform? Our fathers ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is 
written, ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.’” Jesus then said to them, “Truly, tru-
ly, I say to you, it was not Moses who gave you the bread from heaven; my Father gives 
you the true bread from heaven. For the bread of God is that which comes down from 
heaven, and gives life to the world.” They said to him, “Lord, give us this bread always.” 
Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life; he who comes to me shall not hunger, and 
he who believes in me shall never thirst. But I said to you that you have seen me and 
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yet do not believe. All that the Father gives me will come to me; and him who comes to 
me I will not cast out. For I have come down from heaven, not to do my own will, but 
the will of him who sent me; and this is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose 
nothing of all that he has given me, but raise it up at the last day. For this is the will of 
my Father, that every one who sees the Son and believes in him should have eternal life; 
and I will raise him up at the last day.”

¶ Following the Lesson, all stand

Nunc dimittis	 Canticles in A			               Herbert Sumsion (1899-1995)

• Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace,
according to thy word;
For mine eyes have seen thy salvation,
which thou hast prepared before the face of all people,
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles,
and to be the glory of thy people Israel.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

The Apostles’ Creed
¶ Said by all

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth;
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, •
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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The Prayers
¶ The Officiant and Choir sing the following

Officiant	 The Lord be with you.
Choir	 And with thy spirit.
Officiant	 Let us pray.
¶ The People kneel

Choir 	 Lord have mercy upon us.
	 	 Christ have mercy upon us.
		  Lord have mercy upon us.
¶ Then the Choir sings the short form of the Lord’s Prayer

		  Our Father, who art in heaven,
		  hallowed be thy Name,
		  thy kingdom come,
		  thy will be done
		  on earth as it is in heaven.
		  Give us this day our daily bread.
		  And forgive us our trespasses,
		  as we forgive those who trespass against us.
		  And lead us not into temptation,
		  but deliver us from evil. Amen.
¶ Then follow these Suffrages

Cantor	 O Lord, show thy mercy upon us.
Choir	 And grant us thy salvation.
Cantor	 O Lord, save the State.
Choir	 And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.
Cantor	 Endue thy ministers with righteousness.
Choir	 And make thy chosen people joyful.
Cantor	 O Lord, save thy people.
Choir	 And bless thine inheritance.
Cantor	 Give peace in our time, O Lord.
Choir	 Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God.
Cantor	 O God, make clean our hearts within us.
Choir	 And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.
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¶ The following Collects are sung; the Choir sings “Amen.”

The Collect of the Day

G racious Father, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ came down from heaven to be 
the true bread which giveth life to the world: Evermore give us this bread, that 
he may live in us, and we in him; who liveth and reigneth with thee and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

A Collect for Peace

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do pro-
ceed: Give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give, that our 
hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that by thee, we, being 

defended from the fear of all enemies, may pass our time in rest and quietness; through 
the merits of Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

A Collect for Aid against Perils

L  ighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend us 
from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our Savior 
Jesus Christ. Amen.

Benedicamus Domino	

Officiant				     People

The Grace
Officiant	 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship 		
		  of the Holy Ghost, be with us all evermore.   People Amen. 
¶ Then the Congregation is seated

The Greeting
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Motet
De profundis clamavi ad te, Domine; Domine, exaudi vocem meam.
Out of the depths I have cried out to you, O Lord; Lord, hear my voice.

Fiant aures tuæ intendentes in vocem deprecationis meæ.
Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplication.

Si iniquitates observaveris, Domine, quis sustinebit?
If you were to mark iniquities, who, O Lord, shall stand?

Quia apud te propitiatio est; et propter legem tuam sustinui te, Domine.
For with you is forgiveness; and because of your law, I stood by you, Lord.

Sustinuit anima mea in verbo ejus; speravit anima mea in Domino.
My soul has stood by his word; my soul has hoped in the Lord.

Acustodia matutina usque ad noctem, speret Israel in Domino.
From the morning watch, even until night, let Israel hope in the Lord.

Quia apud Dominum misericordia, et copiosa apud eum redemptio.
For with the Lord there is mercy, and with him is plenteous redemption.

Et ipse redimet Israel ex omnibus iniquitatibus ejus.
And he will redeem Israel from all his iniquities.

Gloria Patri et Filio et Spiritui Sancto.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.

Sicut erat in principio et nunc et semper et in saecula saeculorum. Amen.
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be. Amen.

				    Words: Psalm 130
				    Music: Antonio Salieri (1750-1825)

¶ All kneel while the Officiant offers prayers

Closing Prayers	
Officiant	 The Lord be with you.
People	 And with thy spirit.
¶ The Officiant then offers prayers for mission and for the world
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The Blessing   

The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant: 
Make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which 

is well pleasing in his sight; and the blessing • of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always.   ¶ People Amen. 

¶ All stand and join in the singing of the Hymn

Hymn 479

Words: Italian, 18th cent.; tr. Edward Caswall (1814-1878)
Music: Wem in Leidenstagen, Friedrich Filitz (1804-1860)
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Organ Voluntary
Voluntary in A minor	  	      		             Orlando Gibbons (1583-1625)

¶ All remain standing as the Choir and Ministers depart

Participants in the Service
The Rev. Thomas Roy Albinson, Officiant

John Tyler McDonald, Choirmaster
The Choir of St. Michael & St. George

Heather Martin Cooper, Organist

This Evening’s Liturgy
† 	 The Office of Evensong is sung at the close of each day in cathedrals, collegiate 
chapels, monastic communities, and parish churches throughout the Anglican Com-
munion. Derived from the ancient offices of Vespers and Compline, it is a service of 
rare beauty offered through the singing of psalms and canticles, the reading of scripture, 
and prayer. This liturgy of sung prayer has been offered daily throughout the Christian 
era and it enables us to join with all those who have gone before, those today who of-
fer their evening prayers, and those who will continue their sung praise, petitions, and 
thanksgivings in times to come.
† 	 The worshipper offers praise through association with the choir and sits awash in 
sung prayer as it resonates throughout this sacred space. Natural time is suspended as 
word and music combine to capture the holy rhythms of the spheres and the worshipper 
is transported beyond chronological time to a place where creation and eternity coalesce 
into one.
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