
The Order for Choral Evensong

Organ Voluntary    
Partita on Sonne der Gerechtigkeit     		       	    Kenneth T. Kosche (b.1947)
¶ All stand as the Choir and Ministers enter

Opening Sentence
Officiant	 Thanks be to God, which give us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.		
		  I Corinthians 15:57

Confession of Sin 
Officiant	 Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God.
¶ Officiant and People together, all kneeling

Almighty and most merciful Father, 
we have erred and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep, 
we have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts, 
we have offended against thy holy laws, 
we have left undone those things which we ought to have done, 
and we have done those things which we ought not to have done;
And there is no health in us. 
But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, 
spare thou those who confess their faults, 
restore thou those who are penitent, 
according to thy promises declared unto mankind in Christ Jesus our Lord; 
and grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake, 
that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life, 
to the glory of thy holy Name. Amen.

The Third Sunday of Easter
April 19, 2026       5:00 pm

THE CHURCH
OF ST. MICHAEL & ST. GEORGE



— 2 —

¶ The Officiant alone stands and says

The Almighty and merciful Lord grant you absolution • and remission of all your sins, 
true repentance, amendment of life, and the grace and consolation of his Holy Spirit.   
People Amen.
¶ All stand

The Invitatory	 	   				                Philip Moore (b.1943)
Cantor	 O Lord, open thou our lips.
Choir	 And our mouth shall show forth thy praise.
Cantor	 O God, make speed to save us.
Choir	 O Lord, make haste to help us.	
Cantor	 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
Choir	 As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end.  
		  Amen.
Cantor	 Praise ye the Lord.
Choir	 The Lord’s name be praised.
¶ All are then seated as the Choir sings the appointed Psalms

The Psalmody
Psalm 114	 Chant in F minor after Tonus Peregrinus	  David Willcocks (1919-2015)

When Israel came out of Egypt, *  
	 and the house of Jacob from among the strange people.
Judah was his sanctuary *  
	 and Israel his dominion.
The sea saw that and fled; *  
	 Jordan was driven back.
The mountains skipped like rams, *  
	 and the little hills like young sheep.
What aileth thee, O thou sea that thou fleddest? *  
	 and thou Jordan that thou wast driven back?
Ye mountains, that ye skipped like rams, *  
	 and ye little hills like young sheep?
Tremble, thou earth, at the presence of the Lord, *  
	 at the presence of the God of Jacob,



Who turned the hard rock into a standing water *  
	 and the flint-stone into a springing well.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, *  
	 and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, *  
	 world without end. Amen.

Psalm 115	 Chant in A-flat		  			          Michael Bedford (b.1949)
Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us,
	 but unto thy Name give the praise; *  
	 for thy loving mercy, and for thy truth’s sake.
Wherefore shall the heathen say, *  
	 Where now is their God?
As for our God, he is in heaven: *  
	 he hath done whatsoever pleased him.
Their idols are silver and gold, *  
	 even the work of men’s hands.
They have mouths and speak not; *  
	 eyes have they and see not.
They have ears, and hear not; *  
	 noses have they and smell not.
They have hands, and handle not;
	 feet have they and walk not; *  
	 neither speak they through their throat.
They that make them are like unto them; *  
	 and so are all such as put their trust in them.
But thou, house of Israel, trust thou in the Lord; *  
	 he is their helper and defender.
Ye house of Aaron, put your trust in the Lord; *  
	 he is their helper and defender.
Ye that fear the Lord, put your trust in the Lord; *  
	 he is their helper and defender.
The Lord hath been mindful of us, and he shall bless us; *  
	 even he shall bless the house of Israel,
	 he shall bless the house of Aaron.
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He shall bless them that fear the Lord, *
	 both small and great.
The Lord shall increase you more and more, *
	 you and your children.
Ye are the blessed of the Lord;
	 who made heaven and earth.
All the whole heavens are the Lord’s, *
	 the earth hath he given to the children of men.
The dead praise not thee, O Lord; *
	 neither all they that go down into silence.
But we will praise the Lord, *
	 from this time forth for ever more. Praise the Lord.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, *  
	 and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, *  
	 world without end. Amen.

The Lessons
The First Lesson		                              	  		                1 John 2:7-17

Beloved, I am writing you no new commandment, but an old commandment 
which you had from the beginning; the old commandment is the word which 
you have heard. Yet I am writing you a new commandment, which is true in him 

and in you, because the darkness is passing away and the true light is already shining. 
He who says he is in the light and hates his brother is in the darkness still. He who loves 
his brother abides in the light, and in it there is no cause for stumbling. But he who 
hates his brother is in the darkness and walks in the darkness, and does not know where 
he is going, because the darkness has blinded his eyes. I am writing to you, little chil-
dren, because your sins are forgiven for his sake. I am writing to you, fathers, because 
you know him who is from the beginning. I am writing to you, young men, because 
you have overcome the evil one. I write to you, children, because you know the Father. 
I write to you, fathers, because you know him who is from the beginning. I write to 
you, young men, because you are strong, and the word of God abides in you, and you 
have overcome the evil one. Do not love the world or the things in the world. If any one 
loves the world, love for the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of 
the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the pride of life, is not of the Father but is of the 
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world. And the world passes away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God 
abides for ever.

¶ All stand for the singing of the Office Hymn and Magnificat

Hymn 36

Words: Greek, 3rd cent.; tr. Robert Seymour Bridges (1844-1930); para. of O Gracious Light 
Music: Le Cantique de Siméon, melody Louis Bourgeois (1510?-1561?);

harm. Claude Goudimel (1514-1572)
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Magnificat	 Collegium Regale Canticles          		   Herbert Howells (1892-1893)

• My soul doth magnify the Lord,
and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.
For he hath regarded
the lowliness of his handmaiden.
For behold from henceforth 
all generations shall call me blessed.
For he that is mighty hath magnified me,
and holy is his Name.
And his mercy is on them that fear him
throughout all generations.
He hath showed strength with his arm;
he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.
He hath put down the mighty from their seat,
and hath exalted the humble and meek.
He hath filled the hungry with good things,
and the rich he hath sent empty away.
He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel,
as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.
¶ All are seated following the singing of the Magnificat

The Second Lesson		                              		        	       	   Mark 16:9-20

Now when Jesus rose early on the first day of the week, he appeared first to 
Mary Mag’dalene, from whom he had cast out seven demons. She went out 
and told those who had been with him, as they mourned and wept. But 

when they heard that he was alive and had been seen by her, they would not believe it. 
After this he appeared in another form to two of them, as they were walking into the 
country. And they went back and told the rest, but they did not believe them. Afterward 
he appeared to the eleven themselves as they sat at table; and he upbraided them for 
their unbelief and hardness of heart, because they had not believed those who saw him 
after he had risen. And he said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to 
the whole creation. He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not 
believe will be condemned. And these signs will accompany those who believe: in my 
name they will cast out demons; they will speak in new tongues; they will pick up ser-
pents, and if they drink any deadly thing, it will not hurt them; they will lay their hands 
on the sick, and they will recover.”So then the Lord Jesus, after he had spoken to them, 
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was taken up into heaven, and sat down at the right hand of God. And they went forth 
and preached everywhere, while the Lord worked with them and confirmed the message 
by the signs that attended it. Amen.

¶ Following the Lesson, all stand

Nunc dimittis	 Collegium Regale Canticles  	  	  Herbert Howells (1892-1983)

• Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace,
according to thy word;
For mine eyes have seen thy salvation,
which thou hast prepared before the face of all people,
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles,
and to be the glory of thy people Israel.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

The Apostles’ Creed
¶ Said by all

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth;
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, •
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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The Prayers
¶ The Cantor and Choir sing the following

Cantor	 The Lord be with you.
Choir	 And with thy spirit.
Cantor	 Let us pray.
¶ The People kneel

Choir 	 Lord have mercy upon us.
	 	 Christ have mercy upon us.
		  Lord have mercy upon us.
¶ Then the Choir sings the short form of the Lord’s Prayer

		  Our Father, who art in heaven,
		  hallowed be thy Name,
		  thy kingdom come,
		  thy will be done
		  on earth as it is in heaven.
		  Give us this day our daily bread.
		  And forgive us our trespasses,
		  as we forgive those who trespass against us.
		  And lead us not into temptation,
		  but deliver us from evil. Amen.
¶ Then follow these Suffrages

Cantor	 O Lord, show thy mercy upon us.
Choir	 And grant us thy salvation.
Cantor	 O Lord, save the State.
Choir	 And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.
Cantor	 Endue thy ministers with righteousness.
Choir	 And make thy chosen people joyful.
Cantor	 O Lord, save thy people.
Choir	 And bless thine inheritance.
Cantor	 Give peace in our time, O Lord.
Choir	 Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God.
Cantor	 O God, make clean our hearts within us.
Choir	 And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.
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¶ The following Collects are sung; the Choir sings “Amen.”

The Collect of the Day

O God, whose blessed Son did manifest himself to his disciples in the breaking 
of bread: Open, we pray thee, the eyes of our faith, that we may behold him 
in all his redeeming work; through the same thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who liveth and reigneth with thee, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
for ever. Amen.

A Collect for Peace

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do 
proceed: Give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give, that 
our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that by thee, we, 

being defended from the fear of all enemies, may pass our time in rest and quietness; 
through the merits of Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

A Collect for Aid against Perils

L  ighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend us 
from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our Savior 
Jesus Christ. Amen.

Benedicamus Domino	

Officiant				     People

The Grace
Officiant	 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship 		
		  of the Holy Ghost, be with us all evermore.   People Amen. 
¶ Then the Congregation is seated
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The Greeting

Anthem
My eyes for beauty pine,
My soul for Goddës grace:
No other care nor hope is mine,
to heaven I turn my face.
One splendour thence is shed
From all the stars above:
Tis named when Goddës name is said,
‘Tis Love, ‘tis heavenly Love.
And every gentle heart,
That burns with true desire,
Is lit from eyes that mirror part
Of that celestial fire.

Words: Robert Bridges (1844-1930)
Music: Herbert Howells (1892-1983)

¶ During the anthem, a collection will be received

Closing Prayers	
Officiant	 The Lord be with you.
People	 And with thy spirit.
¶ The Officiant then offers prayers for mission and for the world

The Blessing   

The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant: 
Make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which 

is well pleasing in his sight; and the blessing • of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always.   ¶ People Amen. 

¶ All stand and join in the singing of the Hymn overleaf



Hymn 184

Words: Michael Weisse (1480–1534); tr. Catherine Winkworth (1827-1878)
Music: Christ ist erstanden, melody from Geistliche Lieder, 1533;

harm. after Hans Leo Hassler (1564-1612)Organ Voluntary
Basse et dessus de trompette 		           Louis-Nicolas Clérambault (1676-1749)

Holy Eucharist will be offered in St. George’s Chapel immediately following this service.
All are invited into the Great Hall following the service for a reception.

Participants in the Service
Joseph Arndt, Organist and Choirmaster
The Choir of St. Michael & St. George

Heather Martin Cooper, Organist
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This Evening’s Liturgy
† 	 The Office of Evensong is sung at the close of each day in cathedrals, collegiate 
chapels, monastic communities, and parish churches throughout the Anglican Com-
munion. Derived from the ancient offices of Vespers and Compline, it is a service of 
rare beauty offered through the singing of psalms and canticles, the reading of scripture, 
and prayer. This liturgy of sung prayer has been offered daily throughout the Christian 
era and it enables us to join with all those who have gone before, those today who of-
fer their evening prayers, and those who will continue their sung praise, petitions, and 
thanksgivings in times to come.
† 	 The worshipper offers praise through association with the choir and sits awash in 
sung prayer as it resonates throughout this sacred space. Natural time is suspended as 
word and music combine to capture the holy rhythms of the spheres and the worshipper 
is transported beyond chronological time to a place where creation and eternity coalesce 
into one.

A Prayer for the Interim Search
Almighty God, giver of every good gift: Look graciously on thy Church, and so guide 
the minds of those who shall choose an interim rector for this parish,that we may receive 
a faithful pastor, who will care for thy people and equip us for our ministries; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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