
Holy Eucharist
¶ The musical setting of the Mass Ordinary is the Missa Sancta Maria Magdalena – Healey Willan

Hymn at the Procession - 408

The Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
July 12, 2026      10:00 am 

THE CHURCH
OF ST. MICHAEL & ST. GEORGE

Words: Johann Jacob Schütz (1640-1690); tr. Frances Elizabeth Cox (1812-1897)
Music: Mit Freuden zart, melody from “Une pastourelle gentille”, 1529

Acclamation
Celebrant	 Blessed • be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People	 And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.
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The Collect for Purity 
¶ The Celebrant says

A lmighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration 
of thy Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy 

holy Name; through Christ our Lord. ¶ People Amen. 

The Summary of the Law
¶ The Celebrant says

Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ saith: Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great command-
ment. And the second is like unto it: Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. On these 
two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.

Gloria in excelsis 	 	

	 ¶ Intonation sung by the Celebrant			   ¶ All sing					   
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The Collect of the Day
Celebrant	 The Lord be with you.
People	 And with thy spirit.
Celebrant	 Let us pray.

OLord, we beseech thee mercifully to receive the prayers of thy people who call 
upon thee, and grant that they may both perceive and know what things they 
ought to do, and also may have grace and power faithfully to fulfill the same; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. ¶ People Amen. 

¶ Then all are seated

The Word of God
The Lesson							             	             Isaiah 55:10-13

Reader	 A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah.

F or as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and return not thither but 
water the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and 
bread to the eater, so shall my word be that goes forth from my mouth; it shall 

not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and prosper in 
the thing for which I sent it. For you shall go out in joy, and be led forth in peace; the 
mountains and the hills before you shall break forth into singing, and all the trees of the 
field shall clap their hands. Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; instead of the 
brier shall come up the myrtle; and it shall be to the Lord for a memorial, for an ever-
lasting sign which shall not be cut off.

Reader  	 The Word of the Lord. 
People 	 Thanks be to God.
¶ All remain seated for the singing of the Psalm
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Psalm 65:9-14  	 Te decet hymnus	    					          Tone VIII.1 
¶ The first half of each verse is sung by the Precentor; the second half is sung by all

Thou visitest the earth, and blessest it; * 
	 thou makest it very plenteous.

 The river of God is full of water: * 
	 thou preparest their corn, for so thou pro-videst for the earth.

 Thou waterest her furrows; 
	 thou sendest rain into the little valleys there-of; * 
		  thou makest it soft with the drops of rain, 
			   and blessest the increase of it.

 Thou crownest the year with thy goodness; * 
	 and thy clouds drop fatness.

 They shall drop upon the dwellings of the wilderness; * 
	 and the little hills shall re-joice on every side.

 The folds shall be full of sheep; * 
	 the valleys also shall stand so thick with corn, 
		  that they shall laugh and sing. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, *  
	 and to the Holy Ghost;

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, *  
	 world without end. Amen.

The Epistle						            	     	              Romans 8:1-11
Reader	 A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans.

There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For 
the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin 
and death. For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not 

do: sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in 
the flesh, in order that the just requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk 
not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. For those who live according to 
the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the 
Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. To set the mind on the flesh is death, 
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but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. For the mind that is set on the flesh is 
hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law, indeed it cannot; and those who are in 
the flesh cannot please God. But you are not in the flesh, you are in the Spirit, if in fact 
the Spirit of God dwells in you. Any one who does not have the Spirit of Christ does 
not belong to him. But if Christ is in you, although your bodies are dead because of sin, 
your spirits are alive because of righteousness. If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from 
the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will give life to your 
mortal bodies also through his Spirit which dwells in you. 

Reader 	 The Word of the Lord.
People 	 Thanks be to God.

¶ All stand for the singing of the Alleluia and Gospel Procession

Alleluia	

¶ Sung by the Choir, then all repeat

¶ After the verse, all repeat Alleluia

The Gospel 							                  Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23

Gospeler • The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People 	 Glory be to thee, O Lord.

That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. And great 
crowds gathered about him, so that he got into a boat and sat there; and the 
whole crowd stood on the beach. And he told them many things in parables, 

saying: “A sower went out to sow. And as he sowed, some seeds fell along the path, and 
the birds came and devoured them. Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they had 
not much soil, and immediately they sprang up, since they had no depth of soil, but 
when the sun rose they were scorched; and since they had no root they withered away. 
Other seeds fell upon thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. Other seeds fell 
on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. He 
who has ears, let him hear. Hear then the parable of the sower. When any one hears the 
word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away 
what is sown in his heart; this is what was sown along the path. As for what was sown 
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on rocky ground, this is he who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; yet 
he has no root in himself, but endures for a while, and when tribulation or persecution 
arises on account of the word, immediately he falls away. As for what was sown among 
thorns, this is he who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the delight in 
riches choke the word, and it proves unfruitful. As for what was sown on good soil, this 
is he who hears the word and understands it; he indeed bears fruit, and yields, in one 
case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.”

Gospeler 	 The Gospel of the Lord.
People 	 Praise be to thee, O Christ.

Sermon				                                           The Rev. Peter James Speropulos
¶ Following the Sermon, all stand and say together

The Nicene Creed 	
I believe in one God,
	 the Father Almighty,
	 maker of heaven and earth,
	 and of all things visible and invisible;
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
	 the only-begotten Son of God,
	 begotten of his Father before all worlds,
	 God of God, Light of Light,
	 very God of very God,
	 begotten, not made,
	 being of one substance with the Father;
	 by whom all things were made;
	 who for us men and for our salvation
		  came down from heaven,
	 and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary,
		  and was made man;
	 and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate;
	 he suffered and was buried;
	 and the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures,
	 and ascended into heaven,
	 and sitteth on the right hand of the Father;
	 and he shall come again, with glory,
		  to judge both the quick and the dead;
	 whose kingdom shall have no end.
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And I believe in the Holy Ghost the Lord, and Giver of Life,
	 who proceedeth from the Father and the Son;
	 who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped
		  and glorified;
	 who spake by the Prophets.
	 And I believe one holy Catholic and Apostolic Church;
	 I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins;
	 and I look for the resurrection of the dead, •
		  and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People 	 ¶ All kneel as the Deacon says these Prayers

Deacon 	 Let us pray for the whole state of Christ’s Church and the world.

A lmighty and everliving God, who in thy holy Word hast taught us to make 
prayers, and supplications, and to give thanks for all men: Receive these our 
prayers which we offer unto thy divine Majesty, beseeching thee to inspire 

continually the Universal Church with the spirit of truth, unity, and concord; and grant 
that all those who do confess thy holy Name may agree in the truth of thy holy Word, 
and live in unity and godly love. 

Give grace, O heavenly Father, to all bishops and other ministers, especially Sarah, 
Archbishop of Canterbury, Sean, our Presiding Bishop, and Deon, our Bishop, that 
they may, both by their life and doctrine, set forth thy true and lively Word, and rightly 
and duly administer thy holy Sacraments. 
And to all thy people give thy heavenly grace, and especially to this congregation here 
present; that, with meek heart and due reverence, they may hear and receive thy holy 
Word, truly serving thee in holiness and righteousness all the days of their life. 
We beseech thee also so to rule the hearts of those who bear the authority of govern-
ment in this and every land, especially Donald, our President, and Mike, our Governor, 
that they may be led to wise decisions and right actions for the welfare and peace of the 
world. 
Open, O Lord, the eyes of all people to behold thy gracious hand in all thy works, that, 
rejoicing in thy whole creation, they may honor thee with their substance, and be faith-
ful stewards of thy bounty. 
And we most humbly beseech thee, of thy goodness, O Lord, to comfort and succor 
all those who, in this transitory life, are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other 
adversity. 
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And we also bless • thy holy Name for all thy servants departed this life in thy faith 
and fear, beseeching thee to grant them continual growth in thy love and service; and 
to grant us grace so to follow the good examples of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Blessed 
Michael and All Angels, Blessed George, and of all thy saints, that with them we may be 
partakers of thy heavenly kingdom. 
Grant these our prayers, O Father, for Jesus Christ’s sake, our only Mediator and Advo-
cate. ¶ People Amen.

Confession of Sin	
Celebrant 	 Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God.
¶ Celebrant and People

Almighty God,
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
	 maker of all things, judge of all men:
We acknowledge and bewail our manifold sins and wickedness,
	 which we from time to time most grievously have committed,
	 by thought, word, and deed, against thy divine Majesty,
	 provoking most justly thy wrath and indignation against us.
We do earnestly repent,
	 and are heartily sorry for these our misdoings;
	 the remembrance of them is grievous unto us,
	 the burden of them is intolerable.
Have mercy upon us,
	 have mercy upon us, most merciful Father;
	 for thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake,
	 forgive us all that is past;
	 and grant that we may ever hereafter
	 serve and please thee in newness of life,
	 to the honor and glory of thy Name;
	 through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.
¶ Then the Celebrant stands, pronounces Absolution

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised forgiveness 
of sins to all those who with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto him, have mercy 
upon you, pardon • and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in 
all goodness, and bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
¶ People Amen.
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¶ The Celebrant may then say one or more of the following Comfortable Words

Hear the Word of God to all who truly turn to him.  
Come unto me, all ye that travail and are heavy laden, and I will refresh you.      
Matthew 11:28
God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, to the end that all that 
believe in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.  John 3:16
This is a true saying, and worthy of all men to be received, that Christ Jesus came into 
the world to save sinners.  1 Timothy 1:15
If any man sin, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; and he 
is the perfect offering for our sins, and not for ours only, but for the sins of the whole 
world.   1 John 2:1–2
¶ All stand

The Peace 	
Celebrant	 The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People		  And with thy spirit.

¶ Then the Ministers and People greet one another in the name of the Lord

Announcements 	
The Church of St. Michael & St. George is grateful for the generosity of all visitors and parishioners 
who donate as part of the weekly offertory. Donations placed in the collection plate or made via the 
QR code below support the parish’s general fund and mission and are not applied toward annual 
pledges.



Commissioning of High School Missioners 
Celebrant Our Lord Jesus Christ call us to serve others so that the good news may be 
proclaimed to them and His name glorified to all people. Will you go forth in mission, 
showing Christ’s love to all whom you meet?
Missioners We will with God’s help.
Celebrant In the name of God and of this congregation, I appoint you missioners of The 
Church of St. Michael and St. George to Scott County, Virginia. May God, who has 
given you the will to undertake this endeavor, grant you also the strength to  
accomplish it.
Let us pray.
O Lord our heavenly Father, whose blessed Son came not to be ministered unto but 
to minister: Bless, we beseech thee, all who, following in his steps, give themselves to 
the service of others’ that with wisdom, patience, and courage, they may minister in his 
name to the suffering, the friendless, and the needy; for the love of him who laid down 
his life for us, the same thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ, who liveth and reigneth with 
thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. People Amen.
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The Holy Communion
Anthem at the Offertory

My Spirit longs for thee
Within my troubled breast
Though I unworthy be
Of so divine a guest.
Of so divine a guest
Unworthy though I be
Yet has my heart no rest
Unless it come from thee.

Unless it come from thee
In vain I look around
In all that I can see
No rest is to be found.
No rest is to be found
But in thy blessed love
O let my wish be crowned
And send it from above.	

Words: John Byrom (1692-1763)
Music: Philip Godfrey (b.1964) 

Hymn at the Presentation - 380	 Stanza 3

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host:
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving
Celebrant	 The Lord be with you.
People	 And with thy spirit.
Celebrant	 Lift up your hearts.
People		  We lift them up unto the Lord.
Celebrant	 Let us give thanks unto our Lord God.
People		  It is meet and right so to do.
It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in all 
places, give thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God. 
Creator of the light and source of life, who hast made us in thine image, and called us to 
new life in Jesus Christ our Lord.
Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we laud 
and magnify thy glorious Name; evermore praising thee, and saying,
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Sanctus and Benedictus 	 ¶ Sung by all 					        Hymnal S114

¶ The People kneel

All glory be to thee, Almighty God, our heavenly Father, for that thou, of thy tender 
mercy, didst give thine only Son Jesus Christ to suffer death upon the cross for our 
redemption; who made there, by his one oblation of himself once offered, a full, perfect, 
and sufficient sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction, for the sins of the whole world; and 
did institute, and in his holy Gospel command us to continue, a perpetual memory of 
that his precious death and sacrifice, until his coming again. 
For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he had given 
thanks, he brake it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, eat, this is my Body, 
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 
them, saying, “Drink ye all of this; for this is my Blood of the New Testament, which is 
shed for you, and for many, for the remission of sins. Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, 
in remembrance of me.” 
Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, according to the institution of thy dearly 
beloved Son our Savior Jesus Christ, we, thy humble servants, do celebrate and make 
here before thy divine Majesty, with these thy holy gifts, which we now offer unto thee, 
the memorial thy Son hath commanded us to make; having in remembrance his blessed 
passion and precious death, his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; rendering 
unto thee most hearty thanks for the innumerable benefits procured unto us by the 
same. 
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And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us; and, of thy almighty 
goodness, vouchsafe to bless and sanctify, with thy Word and Holy Spirit, these thy 
gifts and creatures of bread and wine; that we, receiving them according to thy Son our 
Savior Jesus Christ’s holy institution, in remembrance of his death and passion, may be 
partakers of his most blessed Body and Blood. 
And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness mercifully to accept this our sacrifice of 
praise and thanksgiving; most humbly beseeching thee to grant that, by the merits and 
death of thy Son Jesus Christ, and through faith in his blood, we, and all thy whole 
Church, may obtain remission of our sins, and all other benefits of his passion.
And here we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our souls and bodies, to be 
a reasonable, holy, and living sacrifice unto thee; humbly beseeching thee that we, and 
all others who shall be partakers of this Holy Communion, may worthily receive the 
most precious Body and Blood of thy Son Jesus Christ, be filled • with thy grace and 
heavenly benediction, and made one body with him, that he may dwell in us, and we in 
him. 
And although we are unworthy, through our manifold sins, to offer unto thee any sacri-
fice, yet we beseech thee to accept this our bounden duty and service, not weighing our 
merits, but pardoning our offenses, through Jesus Christ our Lord; 
By whom, and with whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost, all honor and glory be unto 
thee, O Father Almighty, world without end. ¶ All  AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say, 

The Lord’s Prayer	
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation,	 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
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 The Celebrant breaks the Bread and a period of silence is kept; then is sung

Agnus Dei 	 ¶ Sung by all 							         
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The Prayer of Humble Access     ¶ Said by all 

We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in 
our own righteousness, but in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not 
worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under thy Table. But thou art 

the same Lord whose property is always to have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious 
Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, that we 
may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.

The Invitation and Ministration of Communion
¶ 	 All Christians baptized with water in the Name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are welcome 
to receive Holy Communion. To receive the Bread, extend your palms, crossed and upward; when of-
fered the Chalice, please assist in guiding it. Those who do not wish to receive Holy Communion may 
come forward for a blessing; please indicate this to the Priest by crossing your arms over your chest. 

Hymn at Holy Communion - 312		 ¶ Sung by all

Words: Syriac Liturgy of Malabar; tr. Charles William Humphreys (1840-1921); 
alt. Percy Dearmer (1867-1936)

Music: Malabar, David McKinley Williams (1887-1978)
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Hymn at Holy Communion - 341		 ¶ Sung by all

Words: Louis F. Benson (1855-1930)
			   Music: Omni die, melody from Gross Catolisch Gesangbuch, 1631;

harm. William Smith Rockstro (1823-1895)
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The Postcommunion Prayer	    	 ¶ Said by all kneeling

Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost 
feed us, in these holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most precious 
Body and Blood of thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and dost assure us thereby 

of thy favor and goodness towards us; and that we are very members incorporate in the 
mystical body of thy Son, the blessed company of all faithful people; and are also heirs, 
through hope, of thy everlasting kingdom. And we humbly beseech thee, O heavenly 
Father, so to assist us with thy grace, that we may continue in that holy fellowship, and 
do all such good works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without 
end. Amen.

The Blessing	   
The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the 
knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing • of  
God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be amongst you, and remain 
with you. ¶ People Amen.
¶ All stand

The Dismissal 	 ¶ The People are dismissed with these words

Deacon	  	 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People  		  Thanks be to God. 
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Words: Italian, 18th cent.; tr. Edward Caswall (1814-1878)
Music: Wem in Leidenstagen, Friedrich Filitz (1804-1860)

Hymn at the Retiring Procession - 479

This Morning’s Liturgy  
† 	 Colors play an important part in the worship of the Church.  The colors which 
bedeck the altar and are worn by the clergy are colors worn in England before the Ref-
ormation. They change according to the seasons of the church year and the liturgical 
tasks at hand. The vestments worn in the season after Pentecost are traditionally green. 
Green is a color that naturally reminds us of hope and growth, and reflects the seasons 
of Spring and Summer in the natural world.
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