
The Order for Solemn Choral Evensong

Organ Voluntary
Reflection, Op. 944					            Carson Cooman (b.1982)
Canzona II, Op. 943      	  
¶ All stand as the Choir and Ministers enter

Introit
Be present, Holy Trinity,
like splendor, and one Deity:
things above, and things below,
beginning that no end shall know.
Light, sole and one, we thee confess,
with triple praise we rightly bless;
Alpha and Omega we own,
with every spirit round thy throne.
To thee, O unbegotten One,
and thee, O sole begotten Son
and thee, O Holy Ghost, we raise 
our equal and eternal praise. 

Words: 11th century hymn trans. John Mason Neale (1818-1866)
Music: Carson Cooman (b.1982)

Opening Sentence 
Officiant	 O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; let the whole earth stand in 		
		  awe of him.     Psalm 96:9
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Confession of Sin 
Officiant	 Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God.
¶ Officiant and People together, all kneeling

Almighty and most merciful Father, 
we have erred and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep, 
we have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts, 
we have offended against thy holy laws, 
we have left undone those things which we ought to have done, 
and we have done those things which we ought not to have done;
And there is no health in us. 
But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, 
spare thou those who confess their faults, 
restore thou those who are penitent, 
according to thy promises declared unto mankind in Christ Jesus our Lord; 
and grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake, 
that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life, 
to the glory of thy holy Name. Amen.
¶ The Officiant alone stands and says

The Almighty and merciful Lord grant you absolution • and remission of all your sins, 
true repentance, amendment of life, and the grace and consolation of his Holy Spirit.   
People Amen.
¶ All stand

The Invitatory	 Preces and Responses 		       	       Bernard Rose (1916-1996)
Officiant 	 O Lord, open thou our lips.
Choir	 And our mouth shall show forth thy praise.
Officiant 	 O God, make speed to save us.
Choir	 O Lord, make haste to help us.	
Officiant 	 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
Choir	 As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end.  
		  Amen.
Officiant 	 Praise ye the Lord.
Choir	 The Lord’s name be praised.
¶ All are then seated as the Choir sings the appointed Psalm
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The Psalmody
Psalm 	145			   Chant in A		             George J. Bennett (1863-1930)

				    Chant in F-sharp minor	  Derrick Cantrell (1926-2022)
I will magnify thee, O God, my King; * 
	 and I will praise thy Name for ever and ever.
Every day will I give thanks unto thee; * 
	 and praise thy Name for ever and ever.
Great is the Lord, and marvellous worthy to be praised; * 
	 there is no end of his greatness.
One generation shall praise thy works unto another, * 
	 and declare thy power.
As for me, I will be talking of thy worship, * 
	 thy glory, thy praise, and wondrous works;
So that men shall speak of the might of thy marvellous acts; * 
	 and I will also tell of thy greatness.
The memorial of thine abundant kindness shall be showed; * 
	 and men shall sing of thy righteousness.
The Lord is gracious and merciful; *
	 long-suffering, and of great goodness.
The Lord is loving unto every man; * 
	 and his mercy is over all his works.
All thy works praise thee, O Lord; * 
	 and thy saints give thanks unto thee.
They show the glory of thy kingdom, * 
	 and talk of thy power;
That thy power, thy glory, and mightiness of thy kingdom, * 
	 might be known unto men.
Thy kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, * 
	 and thy dominion endureth throughout all ages.
The Lord upholdeth all such as fall, * 
	 and lifteth up all those that are down.
The eyes of all wait upon thee, O Lord; * 
	 and thou givest them their meat in due season.
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Thou openest thine hand, * 
	 and fillest all things living with plenteousness.
The Lord is righteous in all his ways, * 
	 and holy in all his works.
The Lord is nigh unto all them that call upon him; * 
	 yea, all such as call upon him faithfully.
He will fulfil the desire of them that fear him; * 
	 he also will hear their cry, and will help them.
The Lord preserveth all them that love him; * 
	 but scattereth abroad all the ungodly.
My mouth shall speak the praise of the Lord; * 
	 and let all flesh give thanks unto his holy Name for ever and ever.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

The Lessons
The First Lesson		                              			                Hosea 13:4-14

Iam the Lord your God from the land of Egypt; you know no God but me, and 
besides me there is no saviour. It was I who knew you in the wilderness, in the 
land of drought; but when they had fed to the full, they were filled, and their heart 

was lifted up; therefore they forgot me. So I will be to them like a lion, like a leopard I 
will lurk beside the way. I will fall upon them like a bear robbed of her cubs, I will tear 
open their breast, and there I will devour them like a lion, as a wild beast would rend 
them. I will destroy you, O Israel; who can help you? Where now is your king, to save 
you; where are all your princes, to defend you— those of whom you said, “Give me a 
king and princes”? I have given you kings in my anger, and I have taken them away in 
my wrath. The iniquity of E’phraim is bound up, his sin is kept in store. The pangs of 
childbirth come for him, but he is an unwise son; for now he does not present himself at 
the mouth of the womb. Shall I ransom them from the power of Sheol? Shall I redeem 
them from Death? O Death, where are your plagues? O Sheol, where is your destruc-
tion? Compassion is hid from my eyes.

¶ All stand for the singing of the Office Hymn and Magnificat
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Hymn 36

Words: Greek, 3rd cent.; tr. Robert Seymour Bridges (1844-1930); para. of O Gracious Light 
Music: Le Cantique de Siméon, melody Louis Bourgeois (1510?-1561?);

harm. Claude Goudimel (1514-1572)
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Magnificat	 Canticles in C 				    Charles Villiers Stanford (1852-1924)

• My soul doth magnify the Lord,
and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.
For he hath regarded
the lowliness of his handmaiden.
For behold from henceforth 
all generations shall call me blessed.
For he that is mighty hath magnified me,
and holy is his Name.
And his mercy is on them that fear him
throughout all generations.
He hath showed strength with his arm;
he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.
He hath put down the mighty from their seat,
and hath exalted the humble and meek.
He hath filled the hungry with good things,
and the rich he hath sent empty away.
He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel,
as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.
¶ All are seated following the singing of the Magnificat

The Second Lesson		                              			           Matthew 14:1-12

At that time Herod the tetrarch heard about the fame of Jesus; and he said to his 
servants, “This is John the Baptist, he has been raised from the dead; that is why 
these powers are at work in him.” For Herod had seized John and bound him 

and put him in prison, for the sake of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife; because John 
said to him, “It is not lawful for you to have her.” And though he wanted to put him to 
death, he feared the people, because they held him to be a prophet. But when Herod’s 
birthday came, the daughter of Herodias danced before the company, and pleased 
Herod, so that he promised with an oath to give her whatever she might ask. Prompted 
by her mother, she said, “Give me the head of John the Baptist here on a platter.” And 
the king was sorry; but because of his oaths and his guests he commanded it to be given; 
he sent and had John beheaded in the prison, and his head was brought on a platter and 
given to the girl, and she brought it to her mother. And his disciples came and took the 
body and buried it; and they went and told Jesus.
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¶ Following the Lesson, all stand

Nunc dimittis	 Canticles in C	            		  Charles Villiers Stanford (1852-1924)

• Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace,
according to thy word;
For mine eyes have seen thy salvation,
which thou hast prepared before the face of all people,
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles,
and to be the glory of thy people Israel.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

The Apostles’ Creed
¶ Said by all

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth;
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, •
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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The Prayers
¶ The Officiant and Choir sing the following

Officiant 	 The Lord be with you.
Choir	 And with thy spirit.
Officiant 	 Let us pray.
¶ The People kneel

Choir 	 Lord have mercy upon us.
	 	 Christ have mercy upon us.
		  Lord have mercy upon us.
¶ Then the Choir sings the short form of the Lord’s Prayer

		  Our Father, who art in heaven,
		  hallowed be thy Name,
		  thy kingdom come,
		  thy will be done
		  on earth as it is in heaven.
		  Give us this day our daily bread.
		  And forgive us our trespasses,
		  as we forgive those who trespass against us.
		  And lead us not into temptation,
		  but deliver us from evil. Amen.
¶ Then follow these Suffrages

Officiant 	 O Lord, show thy mercy upon us.
Choir	 And grant us thy salvation.
Officiant 	 O Lord, save the State.
Choir	 And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.
Officiant 	 Endue thy ministers with righteousness.
Choir	 And make thy chosen people joyful.
Officiant 	 O Lord, save thy people.
Choir	 And bless thine inheritance.
Officiant 	 Give peace in our time, O Lord.
Choir	 Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God.
Officiant 	 O God, make clean our hearts within us.
Choir	 And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.



— 9 —

¶ The following Collects are sung; the Choir sings “Amen.”

The Collect of the Day

A lmighty and everlasting God, who art always more ready to hear than we to 
pray, and art wont to give more than either we desire or deserve: Pour down 
upon us the abundance of thy mercy, forgiving us those things whereof our 

conscience is afraid, and giving us those good things which we are not worthy to ask, 
but through the merits and mediation of Jesus Christ thy Son our Lord; who liveth and 
reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

A Collect for Peace

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do pro-
ceed: Give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give, that our 
hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that by thee, we, being 

defended from the fear of all enemies, may pass our time in rest and quietness; through 
the merits of Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

A Collect for Aid against Perils

L  ighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend us 
from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our Savior 
Jesus Christ. Amen.

Benedicamus Domino	

Officiant				     People

The Grace
Officiant	 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship 		
		  of the Holy Ghost, be with us all evermore.   People Amen. 
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¶ Then the Congregation is seated

The Greeting

Anthem
Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on Thee.
The darkness is no darkness with Thee, but the night is as clear as the day.
The darkness and the light to Thee are both alike.
God is light, and in Him is no darkness at all.
O let my soul live and it shall praise Thee.
For Thine is the Kingdom, the power and the glory, for evermore.

Words: Isaiah 24, Psalm 139, 1 John 1, Psalm 119, The Lord’s Prayer
Music: Samuel Sebastian Wesley (1810-1876)

¶ During the anthem, a collection will be received

Closing Prayers	
Officiant	 The Lord be with you.
People	 And with thy spirit.
¶ The Officiant then offers prayers for mission and for the world

The Blessing   

The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant: 
Make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which 

is well pleasing in his sight; and the blessing • of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always.   ¶ People Amen. 

¶ All stand and join in the singing of the Hymn overleaf



Organ Voluntary
Hornpipe, Op. 934					            Carson Cooman (b.1982)

Holy Eucharist will be offered in St. George’s Chapel immediately following this service.
All are invited into the Great Hall following the service for a reception.

Participants in the Service
The Rev. Dr. Fredrick Arthur Robinson, Officiant

Joseph Arndt, Choirmaster
St. Michael’s Parish Choir 

Heather Martin Cooper, Organist

Hymn 408

Words: Joachim Neander (1650-1680); tr. Hymnal 1940, alt.
Music: Lobe den Herren, melody from Erneuerten Gesangbuch, 1665;

harm. The Chorale Book for England, 1863; desc. Craig Sellar Lang (1891-1971)
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This Evening’s Liturgy
† 	 The Office of Evensong is sung at the close of each day in cathedrals, collegiate 
chapels, monastic communities, and parish churches throughout the Anglican Com-
munion. Derived from the ancient offices of Vespers and Compline, it is a service of 
rare beauty offered through the singing of psalms and canticles, the reading of scripture, 
and prayer. This liturgy of sung prayer has been offered daily throughout the Christian 
era and it enables us to join with all those who have gone before, those today who of-
fer their evening prayers, and those who will continue their sung praise, petitions, and 
thanksgivings in times to come.
† 	 The worshipper offers praise through association with the choir and sits awash in 
sung prayer as it resonates throughout this sacred space. Natural time is suspended as 
word and music combine to capture the holy rhythms of the spheres and the worshipper 
is transported beyond chronological time to a place where creation and eternity coalesce 
into one.
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